July 2019 Board of Health Meeting
Minutes
Coalition/Group
Name:

Board of Health

Date of Meeting:

July 11, 2019

Location:

GF Public Health, Conf.
Room #2

1. Purpose of Meeting
Approval of May meeting minutes, discuss Old and New Business, NALBOH Meeting in Denver
reminder, Director’s Report and confirm meeting details for the next meeting.

2. Attendees
Board members present: Dr. Sally Pyle, Dr. Joel Walz, Jeannie Mock and Dr. Grant Korsmo.
Board member absent: Cindy Pic. Others present: Debbie Swanson, Michael Dulitz, Theresa Knox,
Javin Bedard, Pauline Meyers and Kristie Hegg (all from GF Public Health). Guests: Brian Schill.
Aaron Wentz, Tom & Lisa Haupt, Ron Pruett and Tina Hagaman.

3. Meeting Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Call To Order
Approval of May 2, 2019 meeting minutes
Old Business
New Business
NALBOH Meeting in Denver
Director’s Report
Next meeting details
Adjournment

4. Meeting Notes, Decisions, Issues
Call To Order

Dr. Sally Pyle called the meeting to order at 4:16 p.m.

Approval of Minutes of
Meeting held on 5/2/19

Dr. Walz made a motion to approve the minutes. Jeannie seconded.
All board members approved. Motion passed.
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Old Business – Health
Care Resolution – Brian
Schill

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Old Business – Syringe
Service Program Update
– Michael D.

•
•
•

•
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Brian presented the Health Care Resolution to the board at the
May BOH meeting asking for the board’s support of single payer
comprehensive health care coverage (HealthCare Now
initiative).
He is seeking support of this resolution from the community at
various levels.
Since the May meeting, this resolution has been endorsed by the
North Dakota AFL-CIO and UND Chapter of ND United. A few
other entities have expressed interest as well but have not
moved on it formally yet.
The next step is to present this resolution to City Council and to
the County Commissioners.
Updates suggested at May’s BOH meeting have now been
incorporated and/or amended in the resolution.
Debbie S. reminded the board of the importance of resolutions
and how much supporting them means as a belief statement.
Jeannie inquired about how often the specifics would get
updated to keep the resolution relevant.
Debbie S. indicated that the date a resolution is signed gives
credence to information in it. An effort can be made to update
resolutions when there is new data and that new data can
strengthen the resolution.
Brian is willing to update information in the resolution as need be
in the future.
ACTION: Dr. Walz made a motion to support this resolution as it
stands. Jeannie seconded. All board members approved to
support the resolution. Motion passed.

Reminded the board that at May’s BOH meeting the board
approved the department to move forward with a syringe service
program.
Referenced infographic (see attachment at end of minutes)
Have met with GF City Council members Bret Weber and Sandi
Marshal who both support this program. Met with community
partners who have offered their input as well. Mayor Brown and
Police Chief Nelson have expressed their support of the program
too. Have notified the GF County Sheriff, GF County State
Attorney and UND Police and hope to meet with them in the
future. Will soon meet with Spectra Health to develop a
mechanism to easily and quickly refer individuals to their
addiction and medical programs.
Will need to bring this program to City Council & the County
Commission for their education although we do not need their
approval but will do this for the sake of transparency. After that,
a community meeting and a neighborhood meeting will be held
so concerns can be addressed.
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Old Business – Opioid
Response Program
Update – Michael D.

•
•

•
Old Business – Strategic
Plan Progress – Debbie
S.

•
•
•

•
•
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Then we would submit program plan to the state for approval
and hope to begin services by October 2019.
Regarding grant funding, we received $32,000 from the State
Dept. of Health (CDC opioid funding through the Emergency
Preparedness Program). This has to be spent by 8/31 and will
go towards program planning, supplies and staffing costs. We
also received a $5,000 grant from the Drug Policy Alliance which
will go towards more supplies not purchased with public funds
and will cover a year’s worth of those supplies. Have requested
$63,500 from the Dept. of Human Services to cover staffing
costs of the first year of operation (0.4 FTE for a nurse and ½
FTE for a harm reduction advocate).
Dr. Walz inquired about accessibility to this program. Michael
indicated it would be open 12 hours a week for service – trying
to utilize existing space and matches what other cities in the
state are doing (like Mandan).
Important to fit the need of the community while being fiscally
responsible. If the need presents itself we can tailor the services
to what the community needs.
Jeannie asked how people who need this service will find out
about it. Michael said between word of mouth, a website, social
media as well as an intern working with individuals in the
community to let them know what we are planning (like the
Police Dept.) that should suffice.
Received an additional $62,500 in state opioid response grant
funding which covers 5/1/19 -9/30/19
Much of the funding has gone to various vendors like Face It
Together (provide peer support) and Spectra Health (provide
medication assisted treatment) as well as expand on services as
an ASAM level one addiction counseling program and Agassiz
Associates (provide addiction counseling at the GF County
Correctional Center)
Any leftover funds will go towards working with other agencies
Distributed our Strategic Roadmap & Strategic Plan Progress
Review (see attachments at end of minutes)
Health Dept. room remodel updates: Our immunization prep
room is completed and our lactation room is near completion
GF County is doing a space study in the COB – Public Health
would like to increase space for front counter administrative staff
in the future
Working on identifying areas to strengthen
Need to educate policymakers and the public on policy, system
and environmental change or PSE approach to public health
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New Business – Property
th
At 610 South 9 Street –
Javin B.

(NONE)
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
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th

Situation at 610 S. 9 St. has continued to be monitored
however it has gotten worse again despite numerous cleaning
efforts in the past
Received a complaint from neighbors on 6/25/19
Process sped up with the help of Dr. Walz to initiate the action to
bring a public hearing at City Council on 7/15/19 to order an
abatement and, if approved, the property would be cleaned in
August
Dr. Pyle asked if the board’s presence would be needed at the
upcoming City Council meeting on 7/15. Javin indicated anyone
is welcome to attend; however, Jeannie indicated that City
Council has the authority to take action
Property owner, Mr. Masse, does not consider his items junk
St. Joseph’s Social Care confronted Mr. Masse regarding taking
things from their dumpster (unsure if that will be a deterrent)
Roof repair has been done on his house; however, the electrical
issues still need to be fixed
Neighbors present at this meeting expressed frustration with the
ongoing problem but also know it’s a complicated situation.
Concern is not only for their property value but the health of
people and pets.
Routine monitoring has been done, but Mr. Masse has now
indicated he does not want Public Health staff on his property.
However, complaints can be reported to Public Health which
would get put in our database. This serves as documentation
and Javin encouraged neighbors to keep reporting issues with
this property.
Jeannie indicated reporting issues earlier in the year may help
so it gives time to do cleanup sooner rather than later allowing
neighbors to enjoy their yards in the summertime. Neighbors
present indicated his junk collection is daily – not just certain
times of the year.
Javin indicated we will talk with St. Joseph’s to see if they can
put a lock on their dumpster as doing so may slow the collection
process at least from their location.
Neighbors say junk accumulation depends on how Mr. Masse
feels on a day to day basis. He uses his bike to go around and
pick up junk. According to a neighbor, Mr. Masse has had over
87,000 pounds of junk removed from his property (year to date).
Another neighbor expressed her concern over the electrical
issue at Mr. Masse’s residence and how if a fire broke out it
would endanger neighboring houses (including hers).
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Neighbors of Mr. Masse have started to catch mice.
Neighbors of Mr. Masse question how the electrical issue can be
fixed when moving around in his house would be challenging
due to the amount of stuff in the house.
Javin indicated the electrical issue getting fixed is a matter of the
contractor’s availability to do the work.
Javin has reached out to Mr. Masse’s brother in an effort to help
Mr. Masse. While his brother has tried to help, he is frustrated
with the situation as well and can’t seem to convince Mr. Masse
that his items are not worth holding onto.
Jeannie asked if there is any more legal recourse the City
Council has with this situation going forward. Javin indicated
that the Board of Health has more authority in reference to the
house being a hazard to the public. The result of that would be
Mr. Masse could become homeless and unsure where he would
live and what problems could occur if he moved into multi-unit
housing. Javin indicated this situation may be best controlled
where he is now – his own detached house.
Javin reminded everyone present that 2015, 2016, 2017 and
2018 were all years his property was ordered to be cleaned.
The cost of the cleaning is assessed back to the property. It is
getting increasingly more costly for Mr. Masse to pay these
assessments. Fines issued by Municipal Court have proved
ineffective in the past.
Javin indicated he has assurances from the Fire Department that
if a fire occurred it could be contained to just Mr. Masse’s
residence. However, neighbors present were not so sure.
Neighbors also indicated he’s already homeless as he lives in a
tent in his backyard as his house has too much stuff.
Javin indicated to go into a property you either need the owner’s
permission or other reason. The Inspections Dept. requested
the Health Department presence last year when they did an
electrical inspection.
Discussion regarding pros and cons of pursuing cleaning out the
inside of his residence and what the ramifications of that would
be.
Javin indicated this situation is not the only one in the city. Mr.
Masse’s situation may be an extreme case but other hoarding
situations in the city exist.
Debbie S. has had conversations with Mr. Masse’s brother as
well and he is aware that his brother could become homeless at
some point.
A few board members struggle with how to proceed with this as
Mr. Masse has refused mental health services and no one wants
to see Mr. Masse homeless. Debbie indicated that the board
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•

•

could write a letter addressed to City Council indicating their
concern and longstanding involvement. Debbie indicated a
tipping point is inevitable. Jeannie indicated she could relay the
information to City Council as she herself is a council member.
She did indicate this problem is well documented as it has
existed for decades.
Dr. Korsmo indicated he would like to see how things proceed at
the next City Council meeting. Dr. Pyle indicated she would
attend the City Council meeting to address City Council if need
be. Board members agreed they wanted to see what City
Council decides before moving forward.
Neighbors present indicated had they known the severity of this
problem they would not have bought their home but worry about
their own property value.

New Business – NDPHA
Certificate of Recognition
to Cynthia Pic – Debbie
S.

•

Debbie mentioned that Cindy received a certificate of recognition
for belonging to NDPHA for 10 years. As Cindy was not present
today, Debbie will make sure she receives this certificate.

New Business – Election
of Officers

•

Debbie indicated the board needed to elect a chairperson and a
vice chairperson.
ACTION: Dr. Walz nominated Dr. Pyle for chairperson. Dr. Pyle
nominated Dr. Korsmo for vice chair. Jeannie made a motion to
accept the nominations. Dr. Walz seconded the motion. All in
favor – motion passed.

•

Other New Business

(NONE)

NALBOH Meeting in
Denver – 8/14-8/16

•
•

Director’s Report –
Debbie S.

•
•
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Dr. Pyle and Haley Thorson will be attending the NALBOH
Meeting in Denver on August 14-16.
Debbie thanked Dr. Pyle for attending and representing GF
Public Health.
Director’s Report distributed to the board.
Highlights from the report include:
 GF Public Health has a record number of 5 interns
working here this summer.
 Pauline Meyers, Environmental Health Intern, was
present and introduced to the board.
 Javin indicated Pauline has been very busy as this past
quarter has been the busiest on record. We had 293
nuisances (grass complaints, junk & junk vehicle
complaints, etc.) in one quarter.
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 All interns have the opportunity to be introduced and talk
about the work they are doing at an upcoming August
City Council meeting.
 Richard Klockmann retired after 40 years of service.
 Recruiting for several open positions.
 Tiffany Boespflug was the recipient of the NDPHA Public
Health Worker of the Year Award due to her work with
the Women’s Way Program.
•

Adjournment

Dr. Pyle adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.

5. Action Items
Action

Owner

Estimated
Completion

Dr. Walz made a motion to support the Health Care resolution
as it stands. Jeannie seconded. All board members
approved to support the resolution. Motion passed.

Brian Schill

*7/11/19
(*Board
supporting
resolution)

Dr. Walz nominated Dr. Pyle for chairperson. Dr. Pyle
nominated Dr. Korsmo for vice chair. Jeannie made a motion
to accept the nominations. Dr. Walz seconded the motion.
All in favor – motion passed

Board of Health

7/11/19

6. Next Meeting
October 10th,
2019

Date:

Agenda:

Location/Time

Grand Forks Public
Health Conf. Rm #2
@ 4:15 pm

TBA

Attachments:
1. Health Care Resolution (Draft)
2. Syringe Service Program Infographic
3. GF Public Health Strategic Plan Progress Review
4. Issue Statement
5. Director’s Report
6. Branch Activities/Highlights for April-June 2019
July 2019 Board of Health Meeting Minutes
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A RESOLUTION OF THE GRAND FORKS BOARD OF HEALTH, URGING POLITICAL LEADERS SERVING THE STATE
OF NORTH DAKOTA TO SUPPORT AND/OR HELP DEVELOP LEGISLATION THAT WILL PROVIDE MORE
EQUITABLE, EFFICIENT, COMPREHENSIVE, AFFORDABLE, HIGH QUALITY, AND UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE FOR
ALL LONG-TERM RESIDENTS OF NORTH DAKOTA.
WHEREAS, this nation’s Founders established a vision for its citizens to have certain rights that include “Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”; and
WHEREAS, achieving the goal of living a happy, free, and productive life can be severely hampered for
individuals and families who cannot access quality health care to prevent and treat disease or injury; and
WHEREAS, individuals and families are negatively affected when their health concerns impact their ability to
work, endangering their economic stability and putting them at risk for bankruptcy or homelessness; and
WHEREAS, medical debt is responsible for at least 25 percent of household bankruptcies in the U.S.; and 1
WHEREAS, the rising cost of health insurance is pricing many individuals and families out of the market; and 2
WHEREAS, the percentage of Americans getting their health insurance through their employer is declining; and 3
WHEREAS, the United States spends nearly twice as much per capita on health care annually, relative to
comparable industrialized free market democracies; and 4
WHEREAS, the United States reports poorer outcomes in measures like infant mortality, chronic disease, and life
expectancy than comparable industrialized free market democracies; and 5
WHEREAS, multiple reports confirm that universal health programs are achievable and improve population
health and reduce health costs for citizens, businesses, and governments by reducing administrative expenses
and increasing governing agencies’ power to negotiate with suppliers; and 6
WHEREAS, universal health care coverage can be achieved while preserving an individual's right to choose his or
her health care provider and exercise control over health care decisions; and
WHEREAS, a majority of Americans support some type of universal health insurance program; and 7
WHEREAS, in 2014, North Dakota had 7th highest healthcare cost per capita cost in the nation at $9,851/citizen;
and 8
WHEREAS, the State of North Dakota has already established goals meant to achieve improved health care at a
lower cost for its citizens, evidenced by its expansion of Medicaid in 2013; and
WHEREAS, the uninsured rate in some North Dakota counties still exceeds 12 percent and nearly 15 percent
people living in Grand Forks County, for example, lived below the poverty line in 2018; and 9
WHEREAS, relieving North Dakota businesses of the burden of financing health care can help boost economic
development in the state; and
WHEREAS, honorary North Dakotan and Republican President Teddy Roosevelt was among the first American
politicians to advocate for a national health care program over a century ago; and
Therefore, be it Resolved that the Grand Forks Board of Health urges political leaders serving the state of North
Dakota to support and/or help develop legislation that will provide more equitable, efficient, comprehensive,
affordable, high quality, and universal healthcare to all legal residents of North Dakota, in a manner that is
transparent, accountable, and involves meaningful public participation.
Introduced and adopted by the Grand Forks Board of Health on ______. This resolution is effective immediately.
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SYRINGE SERViCE PROGRAM(SSP)
Services offered:

Willthis increase drug use?
No. SSPs are effective, evidence-based, public health
interventions that aim to reduce harm to people who
use drugs (PWUD) while working toward a goal of
rec0very.
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What are the financial costs/benefits?
Syringe Service Programs are a proven intervention to decrease the spread of
HIV and Hepatitis C. Preventing just three individuals from acquiring Hepatitis
C per year could justify the cost of the program. No public funds will be used

to purchase injecting equipment.
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not have access to treatment
Are in recovery and at risk for
a return to use
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BOARD OF HEALTH ISSUE STATEMENT
July 2019
Topic:

Accumulation of Junk, 610 S. 9th St.

Contact:

Javin Bedard, Environmental Health Manager

Background:
The property at 610 South 9th Street has an accumulation of junk and rubbish. This issue has been
addressed in the past by Grand Forks Public Health, the Grand Forks Board of Health, and the Grand
Forks City Council. The property owner, Mr. Donald Masse, maintains that the items are not junk and
continues the collection of such items. Grand Forks Public Health has continued monitoring the property
and received the first neighborhood complaint June 25, 2019. The concern was promptly brought to the
Health Officer who declared the state of the property a nuisance. A notice of determination of a nuisance
and order to abate was sent to the property owner with a scheduled public hearing date of July 15th, 2019
before the City Council should the property owner fail to abate the nuisance.
Action:

Informational update, review conditions of property.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Grand Forks Public Health Strategic Plan Progress Review
Grand Forks Board of Health Meeting
July 11, 2019
Completed Metrics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseline assessment of financial status has been completed.
Involvement in 2018 Community Health Improvement Plan and 2019 Community Health
Assessment continues.
2016 CHA and 2018 CHIP are available on agency website and have been shared with the media
and policymakers.
Timeline for updating agency policies has been completed.
Communications Committee responsibilities have been formalized.
Public Information Officer role and responsibility is now incorporated into the department.
Agency communications and branding plan was completed May 2019.

Metrics in Progress:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Performance management plan – outline completed, first draft plan is due 6.30.19
Agency technology plan – new deadline established for 7.31.19 due to Windows 10 transition.
Implement recommendations of agency space study:
o Completed immunization room and lactation support room (available for viewing following
the 7/11/19 Board of Health meeting)
o Met with Grand Forks County to provide three – five year plan for capital needs.
Reviewed and affirmed CHA and CHIP objectives and the 2019 CHA is in progress with Altru.
Process for accepting and mentoring internship students needs a new deadline for completion.
Plan for cross training staff is in progress but not formalized across the department
PHWINS data was reviewed and recommendations for updates to the WFD plan were made
We are planning to use PHWINS to survey staff on professional development needs
Development of new employee orientation and onboarding process: committee has been
identified and will meet on July 11.

Metrics Not Started Yet:
•
•

Process and timeline for ongoing review of community health policies and identification of gaps –
need new deadline
Policy System and Environmental Change (PSE) informational presentation for agency staff,
partners and city/county departments – moved due date to 9.30.19

Director’s Report April – June 2019
 Staff members continue to work hard on various elements of public health accreditation with Domain Teams
meeting frequently and documents being uploaded into the ePHAB system that demonstrate our compliance
meeting each measure. Staff members have invested significant time in accreditation activities.
 The Community Health Assessment process continues with monthly meetings of the advisory committee,
research by the UND MPH program, and focus group sessions to be held this summer.
 City and County budgets were submitted for 2020 with projections in all of the grants for a total of $5.2 million
to support all Health Department programs.
 We are currently hosting five interns: Pauline Myers, Environmental Health, Bemidji State University (Javin
Bedard) *, Ashlee Nelson, Opioid Response Program, MPH at UND (Michael Dulitz) * Shay Schwimmer,
Community Health Assessment, MPH at UND (Debbie Swanson), Riley Kimball, Community Nutrition UND
(Mandy Burbank) and Stephanie Baumgarten, Maternal and Child Health, UND RN to BS Nursing (Betty
Otteson) * Indicates participation in City sponsored internship program.
 Policy advocacy activities included an interview with the Grand Forks Herald on alcohol at special events, City
Council testimony on the new distillery ordinance and monitoring of liquor license issuance to the Nelson’s
Pumpkin Patch by the Grand Forks County Commission.
 We had two resignations in the month of May: Shannon Ng, Regional Emergency Response Coordinator and
Curtis Scanson, Social Detox Project Coordinator. Ciara Ballard is serving as interim coordinator at the Social
Detox Center and recruitment is in process for both positions.
 Richard Klockmann, Environmental Health Specialist, Senior, retired after 40 years of service to the City of Grand
Forks with his last day on May 31, 2019.
 The MCH staff hosted a fellow from the Young Southeast Asian Leadership Initiative (YSEALI) on May 14 to learn
about public health efforts to improve maternal health in the U.S. Three of the fellows in this program work in
public health related fields and were eager to learn more about domestic violence and HIV programs.
 Five staff members attended the Dakota Conference on Rural and Public Health in Minot June 11 – 13. Tiffany
Boespflug was honored with the NDPHA Public Health Worker of the Year Award. NDPHA celebrated 75 years as
an association and hosted APHA Executive Director, Georges Benjamin as the keynote speaker.
 I attended a NurseTRUST meeting in San Diego in June as a professional development opportunity. NurseTRUST
was founded by alumni members of the Robert Wood Johnson Executive Nurse Fellows Program. The
leadership topics included Brene’ Brown training on Robust Vulnerability: Courage Over Comfort.

Board of Health Branch Activities Highlights
April, May, June 2019

ADMINISTRATIVE
• Debbie Hanson-Misialek attended the Dialogue for Action Conference in April in
Washington, DC.
• Pamela Lee participated in the Health Tracks Regional Meeting in May providing updates to
the program as well as updates with Bright Futures information.
• Debbie Hanson-Misialek attended the Dakota Conference on Rural & Public Health in June
in Minot.
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
• Environmental Health Specialist, Sr. Richard Klockmann retired following 40 years of
service with the City.
• Pauline Meyers was hired as an Environmental Health Intern and is assisting in reviewing
and enforcing city codes regarding nuisances.
• Emergency Preparedness & Response Coordinator Shannon Ng left her position and GFPH
is currently in the process of rehiring for the position.
• EPR is in the process of purchasing a new POD trailer to replace the old one with higher
weight capacity.
MOSQUITO CONTROL
• Seasonal staff has been hired and trained.
• Mosquito Control is currently in full operations mode.
NURSING & NUTRITION
• Tiffany Boespflug was awarded the North Dakota Public Health Worker of the Year Award
in recognition of her outstanding work in the Women’s Way Program at the Dakota
Conference on Rural and Public Health in Minot on June 12.
• Haley Thorson participated on a Substance Abuse Prevention Panel in Grand Forks on April
24, presenting information about Electronic Nicotine Devices.
• Betty Otteson and Mandy Burbank participated in the Hands On Learning Fair/Tummy to
Tot Event at the Purpur Arena in Grand Forks in April.
• Allen Anderson attended the Poverty Summit in Grand Forks on April 25.
• Haley Thorson, Kailee Dvorak and Sarah Odegard attended the Electronic Nicotine Devices
(ENDS) Summit in Bismarck on May 8 and 9.
• Kate Goldade and Chantel Vazquez attended the Omaha Charting System Training in Grand
Forks on May 20.
• Twyla Streibel, Ashley Krone and Judy Schumacher attended the TB/HIV/HepB/STD
Symposium in Bismarck June 4-6.
• Tiffany Boespflug and Allen Anderson attended the Dakota Conference on Rural and Public
Health Department in Minot on June 11-13.
• Theresa Knox attended the MAPP Training, (Mobilizing for Action through Planning and
Partnerships), June 10-11, and Kate Goldade and Theresa Knox attended the PHIT (Public
Health Improvement Training), June 12-13, in New Orleans.
• Chantel Vazquez attended the Annual Senior Providers Conference for Seniors in Grand
Forks on June 13.
(over)

WITHDRAWAL MANAGEMENT CENTER & OPIOID RESPONSE
• The Withdrawal Management Center received a licensure visit by the North Dakota
Department of Human Services, Behavioral Health Division on June 27.
• Michael Dulitz has met with the Altru Psychiatry Department on increasing addiction care
services.
• Agassiz Associates has established an addiction counseling services at the Grand Forks
County Correctional Center with seed funding from the Opioid Grant.

