City of Grand Forks
Staff Report
Planning & Zoning Commission – June 5, 2019
City Council – June 17, 2019
Agenda Item: 3-8 (Public Hearing) Sign Appeal for temporary signage on Central and
Corporate Parking Ramps
Prepared by: Ryan Brooks, Deputy City Planner
Submitted by: Brad Gengler, City Planner
Staff Recommended Action: Recommend approval of the request from Community
Development Department for approval of an appeal to the sign code as provided for in
section 18-0301.1 Appeals, of the Grand Forks Land Development code. More specifically the
appeal is to allow temporary display of a sign on the Central and Corporate Parking Ramps
located at 415 1st Avenue North and 55 S 5th Street.
Committee Recommended Action:
Council Action:

BACKGROUND: The Community Development Department is partnering with the

Downtown Development Association to pursue ways to make parking easier while Demers
Avenue is closed for construction through the fall. This request proposes to display
temporary signage to advertise new 2 hour public parking stalls in each ramp where portions
of the first floors in both ramps will have 2 hour free parking available for the public to utilize.
The remaining areas of the ramps will be reserved parking Monday – Friday from 7 to 5pm.
Staff recognizes the need to do a better job of marketing the availability and use of the ramps
and will be working on improvements over the summer and fall to address that.
The requested signs are intended to be temporary and be displayed through October or
November, whenever the Demers Ave construction is completed. Staff will evaluate
permanent signage options at that point.

The temporary signs will be a vinyl material that is applied directly to the façade with heat
and can be removed with heat without leaving any damage to the building. Four signs are
proposed for Central Ramp at 415 1st Ave N, two at the corners of 1st Ave N and N 4th Street
two at corners of 1st Ave N and N 5th St. Corporate Ramp, 55 S 5th St, will have three signs, the
corner of S 5th Street and Kittson Avenue, and one sign facing Kittson Avenue near the 4th
Street side of the ramp.
Staff recommends approving the sign as proposed.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:


Sign appeals must be approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission and the City
Council.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:
 Sign Location map
 Sign Elevation examples
 Sign Appeals – 18-0301.1
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