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City of Grand Forks
Staff Report
Committee of the Whole – April 22, 2019 , June 10, 2019
---------------City Council – May
6, and --------------------May 20, 2019

06/17/2019

07/01/2019

Agenda Item: Request from RE Arena Inc, dba Ralph Engelstad Arena, for a modification in
their Class 8.3 Alcoholic Beverage License
Submitted by: Maureen Storstad, Finance Director
Staff Recommended Action: Review the request to allow the holder of a Class 8.3 alcoholic
beverage license to obtain a Class 11 Special or Limited License for sponsored events only.
If the Council is in favor of the change:
1) To consider making the same change for the Alerus Center Class 8.2 alcoholic beverage
license to keep both facilities equivalent.
2) Recommend that City Council give the ordinance preliminary approval on May 6, 2019
and public hearing/final approval on May 20, 2019
Committee Recommended Action:
04/22/2019 - tabled to May 13 Committee of the Whole for further research. Motion carried with Weigel dissenting.
06/10/2019 - Moved to Council to approve. Motion carried 5-1, Dachtler dissented.

-----------------Council Action 05/06/2019:

------------------Council Action 05/20/2019:

06/17/2019: Motion by Marshall, second by Dachtler, to amend the ordinance to restrict the off-site
venues to the Empire Arts Center and the Chester Fritz Auditorium. Motion carried 5-1, with Weigel
dissenting. Motion by Marshall, second by Weber, to give preliminary approval of the ordinance as
amended. Motion carried 5-1, with Weigel dissenting.
07/01/2019: Motion by Weigel, second by Weber, to amend the ordinance to include language allowing
City Council to approve alcohol service at other locations for specific sporting or entertainment events
where the licenseholder is the promoter. Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Weigel, second by Weber, to approve the ordinance as amended. Motion carried unanimously.

BACKGROUND:
RE Arena, Inc., dba Ralph Engelstad Arena currently holds a Class 8.3 Alcoholic Beverage
License which allows them to provide alcohol service only on their licensed premise. They have
submitted a request to the City for consideration of a modification to their existing license which
would allow them to extend their license to provide alcohol service at sponsored events that may
be held off their licensed premise. The request is only for the sponsored events and not for
general private events held in the community.
The 8.3 Alcoholic Beverage License is the same as the Class 8.2 Alcoholic Beverage License
held by Global Spectrum, LP to provide alcohol service at the Alerus Center. Historically
discussion has been to keep the license restrictions the same so that the facilities remain
equivalent in the community. Based on this, staff would recommend that if a change is made to
the Class 8.3 license, the same change be made for the 8.2 license. We have visited with the
Alerus Center and they concur with this recommendation.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:



City of Grand Forks offers various classes of alcoholic beverage license.
Currently the Class 8.3 Alcoholic Beverage License restricts alcohol service to the

licensed premise only.
For events sponsored that would occur off-site, RE Arena, Inc. must contract with
another alcoholic beverage licensee to provide alcohol for the event.
RE Arena, Inc. has made a request to modify the Class 8.3 license to allow for them to
provide off-premise service ofalcohol through a Class 11 permit for limited events.
The request stipulates that they are seeking permission to provide alcohol service for
public events sponsored by their facility, but held off-premise. For instance, a concert at
the Empire Arts Center. They are not seeking the ability to provide alcohol service for
general private events that are not sponsored by RE Arena, Inc., such as weddings'
City Code includes a Class 8.2 Alcoholic Beverage License, which is held by a
contracted licensee to provide alcohol service at the Alerus Center. The license is
currently held by Global Spectrum, LP. For off-site events, Global Spectrum, LP is
required to contract with another alcoholic beverage licensee to provide the alcohol
service for the events.
When created the intent was for the Class 8.2 and 8.3 licenses held by the two facilities to
be consistent so that neither facility had an unfair advantage.

Global Spectrum, LP views this as a favorable change as it would expand the flexibility
to promote future events in the community. They further agree that any change should
keep both facilities on an even playing field and if a change is made to one license the
other license should also be modified.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:

.
o

Letter ofrequest from RE Arena, Inc.
City Code 21-0205 - Definitions for Class 8.3 and 8.2

April 5,2019

Grand Forks City Council Members
PO Box 5200

Grand Forks, ND 58206-5200
oear Grand Forks City Council Members,

Arena, lnc. dba Ralph Engelstad Arena is respectfully requesting the Grand Forks City Council to
consider extending our liquor license to allow off-site liquor sales conducted by Ralph Engelstad Arena
at events produced and promoted by Ralph Engelstad Arena with:n the city ofGrand Forks. Ralph
RE

Engelstad Arena would like to have the opportunity to serve alcohol at special events promoted by the
Ralph Engelstad Arena which occur at local venues or local sites other than Ralph Engelstad Arena
should that venue not have their own in-house alcohol provider.

-

The Ralph Engelstad Arena would not be "chasing" liquor sales at off-site wedding receptions or other
small events in Grand Forks, but rather, we would like the option to serve liquor at events produced and

promoted by Ralph Engelstad Arena. These events would be unique and specific to the Ralph Engelstad
Arena. The Deuces Wild Dueling Pianos show at the Empire Arts Center is a great example of an event in
which we would like to use our resources to provide liquor at the event. Another example would be our
interest in producinS and promoting shows with the staff at Chester Fritz Auditorium. Specifically, we
will promote a Deuces Wild! Dueling Pianos show November 15 and 16, 2019 at the Empire Arts center
and this would be an example of an event that we would like to serve alcohol at.

our staff members complete all necessary servers training and we would implement the same
responsible alcohol consumption policies off-site as we do on our own premises. we don,t seek
to
compete with other local businesses for non-Ralph Engelstad Arena produced and promoted events, but
we do seek to have the ability to serve and manage alcohol sales for our own events should we produce
and/or promote an event in a local venue that doesn't have their own in-house alcohol provider.
Thank you for taking the time to review our request to allow limited off-site liquor sales. lf you have any
questions regarding this request please call me at (701) 777 -6633 or email me at jodyh
@theralph.com,
I would be happy to discuss any questions or concerns you may have.
Sincerely,

ffi%^
Jody HodBson

General Manager

21-0205. - Same-Classifications.

Class 8.2. Alerus Center alcoholic beverages. The Grand Forks City Council may issue one
(1) on-sale alcoholic beverage license to the person or entity owning or managing the Alerus Center
or the person or entity holding a concessions contract with the manager or owner of the Alerus
Center for the purposes of limited sales of on-sale alcoholic beverages upon the premises or within
the Alerus Center. Such a license may be issued only upon the following conditions:

(1)
(2)

Sales of alcoholic beverages shall be allowed only upon or wthin the premises identified in the
license issued.

Alcoholic beverages shall not be sold in glass bottles or metal cans within the arena portion of

the facility or outside of the facility except, however, such prohibition shall not apply to the
service or sale of alcoholic beverages in any suite.

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

No sale of alcoholic beverage shall be made after the completion of any event being held at the
facility.
No off-sale distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted.
No alcohoric beverages may be sord.or dispensed by any person other than a person
regafly
employed by the licensee or an authorized agent of the licensee.

Upon request of the city council, the licensee shall provide a report of any special
measures
which have been or will be implemented, generally or'for a particular event,
io control or restrict
the consumption of alcoholic beverages.

The dispensing of alco_holic beverages at the Alerus center shall be further
regulated and
restricted by the terms of any,conkact between the city of Grand Forks
and ttre maiiq;r ot the
Alerus center or the holder ofthe on-sale license. tn addition, oi.p"n.ing
,[ohori.luiZirg".
the Alerus center may be further regulated and restricted by action
"t
ot ine eranJ Foiti'erents
Center Commission
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identjfied in the
license issued.

ntcottgli9 beverages shall not,be sold in glass bottles or melal cans within
the arenas portion of

the facirity or outside of the facirity except, however, such prohibition irrirr

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

service or sale of alcoholjc beverages in any suite.

""t "pilv

t" tn"

No sale of alcoholic beverage shall be made after the completion of any
event being held at the
facility.
No off-sale distribution or sale of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted.
No alcoholic
.beverages may be sord.or dispensed by any person other than a person regafly
employed by the licensee or an authorized agent of th; licensee.
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