City of Grand Forks
Staff Report (revised)
Committee of the Whole - July 8, 2019
City Council - July 15,2019 and August 5, 2019

07/15/2019

08/05/2019

Agenda Item: Ordinance amending Section 8-0311 relating to failure to report accident.

Submitted

by: Howard D. Swanson,

City Attorney

Staff Recommended Actionr Give preliminary and final approval to Ordinance.

Committee Recommended Action:Refer to City Council with the recommendation to approve.
07/15/2019 - Preliminary Approval passed unanimously.

Council Action:

BACKGROUND:
The recent legislative session amended a number of state statutes. House Bill 1065 changed the
threshold amount from $1,000 to $4,000 for when reporting of an accident is required. Currently
Grand Forks City Code has $1,000 as a threshold for failure to report. This section should be
increased to $4,000 to bring Grand Forks City Code Section 8-0311 to be consistent with state law.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
Current Ordinance uses $ 1,000 as a threshold for the reporting of an accident. Recent changes to
(HB 1065) increased the threshold from $1,000 to $4,000. City Ordinance should be
reflective of state statute,
state law

SUPPORT MATERIALS:
Draft Ordinance

ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION

1 OF THE GRAND FORKS CITY CODE
RELATING TO FAILURE TO REPORT ACCIDENT
8-031

BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS,
NORTH DAKOTA, PIJRSUANT TO THE HOME RIILE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF GRAND
FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA, THAT:

SECTION

I. AMENDING CLAUSE

Section 8-031 1 ofthe Grand Forks City Code relating to failure to report accident is hereby amended
to provide as follows:

8-0311. - Failure to report accident.

(1)

The driver of avehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death of anypersons or
property damage to an apparent extent of one four thousand dollars ($+4,000.00) or more

shall imrnediately give notice of such accident to the police department of the city. Any
pcrson driver who fails to report an accident as required by this section must be assessed a
minimum fine of fifty dollars ($50.00).

(2)

Any witness to or driver involved in an accident not resulting in injury or death, ar-rd resulting
in property damage to an apparent extent of less than onc four thousand dollars ($+4,000.00),
may sign a complaint charging any driver involved with violation of any appropriate Grand
Forks city ordinance; and in event any driver involved is to be charged with operation of a
motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs, shall
immediatelyreport such accident to the police department of the City of Grand Forks.

SECTION

II.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after passage and approval as provided by law.

Michael R. Brown, Mayor
ATTEST:

Maureen Storstad, Director
Finance & Administrative Services
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