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City of Grand Forks
Staff Report

07/15/2019

Committee of the Whole - July 8, 2019
City Council - July 15, 2019
Agenda Item:

A Resolution of the Mayor and Grand Forks City Council - Annually
Recognizing the Second Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples Day

Submitted by:

Todd Feland, City Administrator, on Behalf of City Council Member
Katie Dachtler

Staff Recommended Action: Approve the attached Resolution - Annually Recognizing the
Second Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples Day.
Committee Recommended Action: Refer to City Council with the recommendation to approve.
Council Action:

passed unanimously on consent agenda.

BACKGROUND:
The idea of replacing Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day was born in 1977, at a U.N.
sponsored conference in Geneva, Switzerland, on discrimination against indigenous populations
in the Americas. Indigenous Peoples' Day is a holiday celebrated in many U.S. cities to honor
and acknowledge the past and continuous presence of Native people in the Americas. At least
122 cities and municipalities, three counties, two school districts, nine colleges and universities,
and seven states have also chosen to proclaim this day to date.
This resolution was crafted and is brought forth in collaboration with our Indigenous community,
some of whom shared their personal experiences of growing up and living in Grand Forks as
Indigenous individuals. This resolution is not simply change for change's sake but rather a
significant step in building a stronger relationship with our Indigenous community. Affirming
the Indigenous Peoples' Day Resolution as a City, in accordance with the Welcoming
Community Roadmap Initiative, and the Diversity and Inclusion Resolution, continues to affirm
Grand Forks' commitment to #gfwelcomes by taking seriously our part in making North Dakota
Legendary.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
. City Council Member Katie Dachtler requested that the noted and attached resolution be
placed on the Committee of the Whole and City Council agendas for discussion and final
consideration from the City Council.
SUPPORT MATERIALS:
A Resolution of the Mayor and Grand Forks City Council
Second Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples Day
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Annually Recognizingthe

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND GRAND FORKS CITY COUNCIL
Annually Recognizing the Second Monday of October as Indigenous Peoples Day
WHEREAS, The City of Grand Forks works to strengthen the Native American/American
Indian/First Nations/Indigenous community by promoting understanding, recognition, and
respect for cultures and to enrich the community as a whole and support empathy, integrity,

humility, good stewardship of resources, fostering fellowship, and familial cohesion; and
WHEREAS. The Grand Forks City Council supports abolishing Columbus Day and replacing
said day with Indigenous Peoples Day with the intention of bringing awareness and
understanding to the City of Grand Forks' community; and
WHEREAS, The City of Grand Forks recognizes that Grand Forks was built upon the homelands
and villages of the Indigenous Peoples of this region, without whom the building of this city
would not have been possible; and
WHEREAS, The City of Grand Forks understands that in order to help close the equity
gap, government entities, organizations and other public institutions should change their
policies and practices to better reflect the experiences of Indigenous Peoples and uplift our
country's Indigenous roots, history, and contributions, as well as truthfully acknowledge the
history of actions taken that created the gap;
WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples Day was first proposed in 1977 by a delegation of Native
Nations to the United Nations-sponsored International Conference on Discrimination Against
Indigenous Populations in the Americas; and
WHEREAS, In 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous nations at the First Continental
Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed a resolution to transform
Columbus Day into an occasion to strengthen the process of continentalunity and struggle for
liberation, and thereby use the occasion to reveal a more accurate historical record;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Grand Forks shall continue its efforts
to promote the well-being of the Grand Forks Native American, American Indian, First Nations,
and Indigenous community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that Indigenous Peoples Day shall be an opportunity to
celebrate the thriving cultures and positive values of the Indigenous Peoples of our region; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we encourage our community to explore and acknowledge
Christopher Columbus' violent and tragic mistreatment of Indigenous Peoples; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Grand Forks encourages Grand Forks Public
Schools, University of North Dakota, other educational institutions. businesses, organizations,
and public entities to recognize Indigenous Peoples Day; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Grand Forks' Indigenous Peoples Day shall
serve as an occasion to reflect upon the ongoing struggles and positive contributions of
Indigenous Peoples of this land, and to celebrate the culture and value that Anishinaabe, Dakota,
Lakota, Nakota. and all Indigenous Peoples add to our community so as to enhance
understanding and promote harmony.

THEREFORE, BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, by the Grand Forks City Council that the City of
Grand Forks shall no longer recognize Columbus Day and shall, hencefonh, proclaim the second
Monday of October to be Indigenous Peoples Day:

