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BACKGROUND:
This staff report is intended to provide an update on the project funding requests which were
submitted last fall as well as provide some updated information on projects which have been
programmed in the latest draft State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The draft
STIP is preliminary and is anticipated that some changes may occur before it is finalized by the
North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT). Staff is not anticipating significant
changes in the listed projects relating to our requests between the draft and final STIP
documents.
Staff has submitted comments to the NDDOT regarding the draft STIP in the form of two letters.
The first letter details our concerns regarding the lack of an environmental document to address
the congestion on 32nd Ave S. This environmental document would lay the ground work and
determine the preferred alternative. Based on the I-29 study completed by the Grand Forks/East
Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) it appears that a high ranking
alternative could be a new interchange located near 47th Ave S. Staff has requested that the
environmental document be added back into the STIP. The NDDOT sent a response back
indicating that they are unable to accommodate this request, and if this continues to be an
important project for the City we can certainly move forward with the environmental document
as a city project or we may continue to submit a request for funding as part of the yearly
solicitation process. The second letter details our request to transfer Urban Roads Program
funding from the University Ave mill & overlay project to fund the reconstruction on N 5 th St.
We have received a letter from the NDDOT indicating their concurrence to transfer the funding.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
As the engineering department develops the City’s six year capital improvement plan, these
programmed federally funded projects receive first priority funding. Funding and scheduling of
locally funded projects are adjusted and stacked around these first priority projects.
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Both the environmental document and construction project to address congestion on 32nd Ave S
could lead to the construction of a new I-29 interchange at 47th Ave S. The congestion on 32nd
Ave S was previously identified in the MPO’s 2017 I-29 traffic operations study. The traffic
models in that study projected that by 2025 the interchange at 32nd Ave S will see the I-29
northbound off-ramp traffic stacking onto I-29 mainline and deficient operations at both ramps,
as well as the adjacent intersection of 32nd Ave S and S 38th St. A new interchange at 47th Ave S
is anticipated to reduce the projected congestion on 32nd Ave S by as much as 40%, thereby
effectively removing the need to widen 32nd Ave S within the planning horizon.
A portion of 32nd Ave S is also Business US 81 and is under the jurisdiction of the NDDOT. As
the study projected a new interchange at 47th Ave S to be one of the better options to reduce
congestion on 32nd Ave S, regional road funding was requested for the project. In May of 2018,
the NDDOT sent out a memo regarding the decision document for 2017 Urban Interstate Priority
Process (UIPP). This memo identified and prioritized projects on a short, medium and long range
basis located on the interstate system throughout the state. In this document the environmental
document for the future I-29/47th Ave S interchange is located in the short range time band and
was not priority ranked. The 47th Ave Interchange construction can be found on the medium
range list with a ranked priority of #3.
Typically an environmental document for a project of this magnitude would need to be
completed in advance of a construction project to determine the appropriate alternative. As the
environmental document was not included within the 2020-2024 timeframe, the next potential
year that the environmental document would be completed would likely be in 2025, with the
potential construction in the following years. With the current growth in the area surrounding the
potential 47th Ave S interchange, further discussions will need to be held in the future regarding
the likelihood of an interchange at this location.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:






Letter to the NDDOT Dated July 24, 2019 comments on the Draft STIP (2 pages)
Letter from the NDDOT Dated August 6, 2019 response to comments (1 page)
Letter to the NDDOT Dated July 25, 2019 request to transfer funds (1 page)
Letter from the NDDOT Dated July 30, 2019 concurrence to the transfer (1 page)
Relevant Pages of Urban Interstate Priority Process Memo (3 pages)
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