AGENDA
OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
CALL OF ROLL:
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
OPEN FORUM:
“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.
Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and
future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come up to
the podium to do so.”
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Council Meeting” for the East Grand Forks Minnesota City
Council of September 3, 2019.
2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks Minnesota City
Council of September 10, 2019.
SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS: NONE
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS: NONE
CONSENT AGENDA:
Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may
request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.
3. Consider approving the Special Event Application for the Grand Forks Run for Fun Organization for
the Grand Forks Marathon which will include the closure of the Point Bridge for the race and through
a residential area on Saturday, September 28, 2019.
4. Consider approving the request to declare the list of vehicles and flatbed as surplus property and sell
these items on the next city auction.
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:
5. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for August 21, 2019.
COMMUNICATIONS: NONE
Individuals with disabilities, language barriers or other needs who plan to attend the meeting and will need special accommodations
should contact Nancy Ellis, ADA Coordinator at (218)-773-2208. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our staff
adequate time to make arrangements. Also, materials can be provided in alternative formats for people with disabilities or with limited
English proficiency (LEP) by contacting the ADA Coordinator
(218)-773-2208 five (5) days prior to the meeting.
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OLD BUSINESS: NONE
NEW BUSINESS:
6. Consider approving Ordinance No. 27 4th Series amending City Code Chapter 117 Section 117.07
Subdivision E regarding persons ineligible for licenses by adding importer to subpart 4 and changing
subpart 5 to allow a person to have an ownership interest in more than one on-sale liquor establishment
but keeping the restriction for off-sale liquor establishments (1st Reading).
7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 19-09-59 approving the preliminary 2019 tax levy collectable in
2020 for a total of $5,442,241 and set the Public Budget Meeting for December 10, 2019 with
a continuance hearing, if necessary, for December 17, 2019.
8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 19-09-60 accepting a grant awarded from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for the replacement of the exhaust system at Fire Station 2 and for the
replacement of fire hose.
9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 19-09-61 authorizing the funds of approximately $15,000 towards
the hydraulic study for the 32nd Avenue location contingent up on the approval from the Grand Forks
City Council.
10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 19-09-62 authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to execute
Amendment No. 14 to the Memorandum of Understanding for the East Grand Forks Border City
Enterprise Zone Program.
CLAIMS:
11. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills
and payroll.
COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:
ADJOURN:
Upcoming Meetings:
Work Session – Tuesday, September 24, 2019 – 5:00 PM – Training Room
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, October 1, 2019 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers
Work Session – Tuesday, October 8, 2019 – 5:00 PM – Training Room
Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, October 15, 2019 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers

Individuals with disabilities, language barriers or other needs who plan to attend the meeting and will need special accommodations
should contact Nancy Ellis, ADA Coordinator at (218)-773-2208. Please contact us at least 48 hours before the meeting to give our staff
adequate time to make arrangements. Also, materials can be provided in alternative formats for people with disabilities or with limited
English proficiency (LEP) by contacting the ADA Coordinator
(218)-773-2208 five (5) days prior to the meeting.
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
OF THE CITY
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019 – 5:00 PM
CALL TO ORDER:
The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for September 10, 2019 was called to order by
Council President Olstad at 5:00 P.M.
CALL OF ROLL:
On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor Steve
Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members
Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, and Tim Johnson.
Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad,
City Attorney; Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte
Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/ClerkTreasurer; Megan Nelson, City Clerk; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director.
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM:
The Council President Determined a Quorum was present.
1. Request for Declaration of Surplus Property – Jason Stordahl
Mr. Stordahl explained there were some vehicles and a flatbed that both Public Works and the Parks and
Recreation Department would like declared as surplus and sell at the next city auction. There were no
questions.
This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.
2. Consider Accepting FEMA AGF Grant – Gary Larson
Chief Larson informed the Council the Fire Department had been awarded a FEMA grant to replace the
exhaust system that no longer functioned at Fire House 2 along with replacing outdated fire hose. He said
the City’s cost for the grant was about five cents on the dollar, which would be approximately $4,500.
Mayor Gander asked if there were funds available. Ms. Anderson said there were funds available. There
were no more questions.
This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.
3. Request for Purchase & Install Flashing Crosswalk Signs – Michael Hedlund
Chief Hedlund told the Council his department has received requests from citizens about traffic safety
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issues around some of the schools. He said there is an area on 17th Street NW that has a crosswalk and
crosswalk signs in place but the request was made to enhance this area and add flashing signs to help
children get across the street, which can be busy at certain times of the day. He explained he had looked
into this signs and there were two examples of signs included in the packet, one option having to purchase
two signs for approximately $3,400 or another that comes with two signs for around $2,500.
He stated the other area with concerns is around the Riverside Christian School. He explained a request
for flashing signs was asked for but after looking the area over there are modifications that can be done
first. He commented how Public Works will be making some of the modifications that include painting
the crosswalk area and adding pedestrian crossing signs.
Council member Helms said he lives in this area and every day cars blow through the stop sign. He asked
if adding flashing lights on the stop sign would help people see the sign and stop. Chief Hedlund said he
did think it would help. Discussion followed about how expensive it would be to add the flashing
crosswalk signs to all of the intersections in this area, the modifications should help, but if there are
continued issues this can be looked at again. Council member Helms asked again about adding lights to
the stop signs because people drive fast down that street and anything they can do for improvements at
these intersections would be a good thing to help with pedestrian safety. He added he did not want to
waste funds on items that will not help. Chief Hedlund said what they have planned will be a good first
step. Mayor Gander asked if reflective strips on being put on sign posts. Mr. Stordahl said they do not
but it is something they can look into. Chief Hedlund said he did not have a funding source for this and
asked if there was an area where these funds could come from. Mr. Murphy said staff could look into
finding a funding source.
4. Review of Amended Liquor Ordinance – Ron Galstad
Mr. Galstad stated he followed up on the request by the Council to remove the impairment for having
interest in more than one on-sale license and the restriction for only being allowed to have one off-sale is
the same as the State statute. Council member Johnson asked about the section on off-sale and if the
businesses know, it is against the law to give out samples. Mr. Galstad said he would have to check into
this. Council member Johnson stated what he was reading said it was illegal to consume anything on the
premise of an off-sale location. Mr. Galstad said again he would have to double check and usually a
tasting is allowed. Mayor Gander said they were looking at the section under microdistilleries and was
not sure if that was for off-sale. Mr. Galstad said the State made changes a few years ago and the current
ordinance mirrors the State statute and he would check on the sampling for an off-sale.
Council member Helms asked if this new ordinance would allow the new businesses to do what they
would like to do. Mr. Galstad said yes as long as meet all other requirements. Council President Olstad
said with no other questions this would be moved on to the next week starting the process of the two
readings and then be published.
This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.
5. Request to Consider Paying for Hydraulics Study – Clarence Vetter
Council member Vetter stated since the 32nd Avenue bridge is in the long range transportation plan the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) has started looking at what needs to be done to continue this
process. He explained they did a feasibility study for the Merrifield bridge location so the MPO Board
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was asking to have one completed for the 32nd Avenue bridge location and to include three specific areas
that are hydraulics, a traffic study, and school safety. He stated the MPO looked into funding and were
not able to find funding that would cover the hydraulic study, the board members were supposed to ask
city councils if they would help pay for the hydraulic studies, and the MPO board also requested to look
at the Elks Drive and 47th Avenue locations. He continued saying the estimated cost for a hydraulic study
was $30,000 so each city would pay the $15,000 and Grand Forks already has a list of engineers they are
able to reach out to for completing this study. He added how the scope does keep changing but each time
32nd Avenue comes back at the best location and it is his recommendation to participate only in the 32nd
Avenue hydraulic study at this time.
Council President Olstad asked if the City’s cost would only be the $15,000 with Grand Forks covering
the other half. Council member Vetter said that would be correct. Council President Olstad asked if this
had gone before the Grand Forks City Council. Council member Vetter stated he was not sure but that
Mr. Feland was present at the MPO meeting. Mayor Gander thanked Council member Vetter for his
service on the MPO Board, how serving on this Board can be challenging, and if the group would just like
to move forward with 32nd Avenue he would support it. He added if this does not move forward the next
step would be to consider Elks Drive. Council President Olstad asked where the money would come from.
Ms. Anderson said $34,000 was set aside for projects and those funds had not been used this year.
Council Vice-President Grassel reminded the Council the Grand Forks Mayor would veto anything for
32nd Avenue location, he will vote for this, but they will need the support from Grand Forks to move
forward. Council member Vetter said the hydraulic study could help determine if a location can be used
for a bridge and move this project on to the next step. He added the MPO would be waiting to do the
studies for the other items until after the hydraulic study has been completed because a location may be
ruled out. Council President Olstad asked to include a caveat requiring Grand Forks approval. Ms. Ellis
commented that this item has not gone before the Grand Forks Council and there is a neighborhood
meeting that is coming up for wards five and six. Council member Helms said he agrees but he is also
worried about spending money that will not do any good. Council member Vetter said the hydraulic study
has to be done regardless to see if a location can be used. Discussion followed about how there have been
a couple people on the Grand Forks Council that have been very vocal about not allowing a bridge at 32nd
Avenue; how things can change over the years it will take to get a bridge built, it is up the cities to take
action to get a bridge built, and this is taking direction action to move this project forward.
Council President Olstad asked how they would like to move forward. Council member Vetter said he
would like to move forward with 32nd and if that will not work to amend it later to Elks Drive. Council
President Olstad asked to include that Grand Forks will also need to approve. Council member Helms
said he is worried about what a south end bridge will do to downtown East Grand Forks and how people
may not come down town anymore. Mayor Gander said the city’s downtown is a draw for many in the
region, he also is concerned, but there is also a duty to provide a sensible route.
This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.
6. Review of Department Changes for 2020 Budget – David Murphy & Karla Anderson
a. Economic Development Information
Mr. Gorte told the Council this budget had already been reviewed by the EDA Board and was
recommended for approval. He explained he had made a couple changes since then and added $1,200 to
fund a commitment for professional services and the other is a $500 increase under dues and subscriptions
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Request for Council Action
Date: 9/4/19
To:

East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Steve Gander, Council President Mark Olstad, Council
Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council members Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Tim Riopelle, Tim
Johnson, and Marc DeMers.

Cc:

File

From: Administration Office
RE:

Request to Consider Paying for Hydraulics Study

The MPO Executive Policy Board voted at their last meeting to consider three locations for a possible
south end bridge, which include Elks Drive, 32nd Ave, and 47th Ave. They would like to look into three
different areas for each location that include a hydraulic study, traffic safety, and school safety. The MPO
cannot participate in the hydraulics studied and is asking both cities to help pay for that portion.
The request being made is to have the cities share the cost of the hydraulic study, work through the City
of Grand Forks, have them draft up the RFP that would be needed for this study and it is being estimated
it will cost approximately $30,000 per location. The MPO Board was told by Council member Vetter who
sits on this board that the 47th Ave location was not within the City’s jurisdiction and the City would not
be participating in the cost for that hydraulic study but could participate in the other two locations.
The City could be responsible for $30,000, $15,000 for the locations of Elk Drive and 32nd Ave so the
request is being made to see if the City would support and help pay for the hydraulic studies.

-122

RESOLUTION NO. 19 – 09 - 61
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution
and moved its adoption:
WHEREAS, the cities of East Grand Forks and Grand Forks have included the addition of a
neighborhood bridge in their transportation plans for many years;
WHEREAS, the East Grand Forks Council is determined to move this project forward which includes
the completion of studies to assist in determining a location of the bridge; and
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will be assisting in the traffic and school
safety studies but are unable to help with hydraulic studies; and
WHEREAS, the cities have been asked to take on the costs of the hydraulic studies to help determine
the location for a bridge; and
WHEREAS, it has been estimated to cost $30,000 per location to be split between the two cities and the
MPO Board has asked to consider Elks Drive, 32nd Avenue, and the 47th Avenue areas; and
WHEREAS, after review of the information the East Grand Forks City Council would support and share
in the cost for a hydraulic study at the 32nd Avenue location; and
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks,
Minnesota authorizes funds of approximately $15,000 towards the hydraulic study for the 32nd Avenue
location contingent upon the approval from the Grand Forks City Council.
Voting Aye:
Voting Nay:
Absent:
The President declared the resolution passed.
Passed: September 17, 2019
Attest:

___________________________________
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer

_________________________________
President of Council

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17th day of September, 2019.

__________________________________
Mayor
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