
 MINUTES/PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday, March 24, 1997 - 3:45 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Sande, Ellingson. 
 
1.  Application from Town House Motor Inn for speci al alcoholic  
    beverage permit on April 25-27, 1997 at Purpur Arena.       
    Tona Vistad, adm. asst. at Town House, was present.   It was 
noted that the application had been reviewed and ap proved by 
the city attorney.  Moved by Ellingson and Sande to  approve the 
application.  Motion carried.  (committee action on ly) 
 
2.  Matter of yield signs at S. 9th Street and 7th Avenue S. 
    John Thompson reported that he hasn't been able  to contact 
Wanda Adams who had requested this item, but that h e reviewed 
accident history which indicates 9 accidents in the  period from 
1992-1995.  He recommended yield signs on South 9th  Street.  
Moved by Ellingson and Sande for approval of traffic engi neer's 
recommendation for yield signs.   Motion carried. 
 
The committee noted that this street developing mor e traffic 
and asked the police department to monitor this str eet; Lt. 
Sieber took note.   
 
3.  M atter of removing parking at intersections on arter ial and       
major streets during winter months.                          
    Mr. Thompson stated this would be appropriate year round in 
some areas but would have to do more study as to im pact.  He 
also reported that this request came in just after request for 
the sign on 11th Ave.N. and 20th Street, which has been removed 
as it was just a matter of snow removal, and wanted  committee 
to be aware of that.  Sande commented that no point  in street 
depart- ment putting up and taking down signs every  spring and 
fall, should look into this and do on more permanen t basis. 
 
Lt. Sieber reported there is an ordinance restricti ng parking 
near intersections (15' back from intersection); an d there are 
not signs at every intersection, perhaps need to ed ucate 
public. 
 
Moved by Ellingson and Sande to receive and file, a nd give the 
traffic engineer more time to study this matter in depth. 
Motion carried.  (comm. only) 
 
4.  Matter of renewing Grand Forks County Public Sa fety 
Answering 
    Point (PSAP) joint powers agreement.                         



    Pete Eggimann presented copy of agreement, and reported 
only change aware of was that Authority Board expan ded from 5 
to 6 and chairman of User Board is now member of th e Authority 
Board. 
 
He reported only other change in original agreement  is 
percentage of budget split: City's share, 68.03%; C ounty, 
16.73%; University of North Dakota, 11.57%, based o n radio 
transmissions.  (E-911's share 3.67%) 
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Sande questioned if and when the police go to in-ca r laptops 
and radio modems and accessing directly to computer  w/o going 
through PSAP, will that change the percentages.  Mr . Eggimann 
stated that he would also see County and UND going with that 
system, that  there may need to be a new method to determine 
percentages; but agreement does state that the Auth ority Board 
has the authority to readjust those rates as they d etermine.  
He reported he is scheduled to go before County Com missioners 
on April 1; he stated that this doesn't come due un til later in 
the year but wanted to give time for review or to a ddress.  Lt. 
Sieber asked whether there was any thought given to  inviting 
United Hospital into this formula, and Mr. Eggimann stated that 
he invited United to make that request when he soli cited funds 
from them (received $20,000 from United this past J anuary and 
that amount based on stats. they put together); how ever, they 
didn't see enough advanta ge to joining and would prefer to stay 
out if allowed to do that.  He stated that United m ade one 
contribution and expects City to come back with ano ther 
request.   
 
Moved by Ellingson and Sande to hold until the next  meeting.  
Motion carried.   
 
5.  Matter of renewing/extending 911 service teleph one 
surcharge. 
    Mr. Eggimann reported that the statute that aut horizes the 
$0.50 surcharge on the telephone bill says that Cit y and/or 
County were responsible entities to authorize that tax to be 
collected for period of 6 years, and then renewed f or an 
additional 6 years by the governing body, and after  the 12- year 
period would have to go back to the voters whether to extend or 
not.  He stated he asked Mr. Swanson for opinion on  this 
because after the original vote, original enactment  and joint 



powers agreement put in place, it's not exactly cle ar whether 
911 Authority has the authority to renew that tax a nd Mr. 
Swanson's suggestion was that the Authority Board p ass a motion 
to that effect and then ask the city council and co unty board 
to give their approval; he noted that the Authority  Board has 
done that. 
He will address this issue with County Commission o n April 1 
also. 
  
Moved by Ellingson and Sande to retroactively exten d surcharge 
for 911 from July 1, 1995 to July 1, 2001.  Motion carried. 
 
6.  Matter of bids for projection equipment for fir e dept.  
    training.                                              
    Peter O'Neill, deputy fire chief, presented tab ulation of 
bids and comparison of specs. and recommended purch asing the 
equipment from Demco for $4,295.75.  He noted they budgeted 
$6,000 in 1996 and is within budget (replacement bu lbs $40, one 
year warranty on parts and labor; however, Demco di dn't state 
that parts would be available for 10 years).  He al so noted 
that this equipment was listed in Demco's 1997 cata log at 
$8,649.  
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Moved by Ellingson and Sande to accept the bid of D emco in the 
amount of $4,295.75.  Motion carried.   
 
7.  Consideration of bids for health department: 
    a) exam room furniture 
    Don Shields, director of health department, rep orted they 
received 3 bids, ranging in price from $3,925 to $8 ,257, that 
low bid did not meet specs. and recommended award t o low bidder 
meeting specs.  Moved by Ellingson and Sande to acc ept low bid 
meeting specifications, Gaffaney's, in the amount o f $6,000.  
Motion carried.   
 
    b) replacement of vehicle totaled in accident 
    Mr. Shields reviewed tabulation of bids, two bi ds received 
to replace vehicle damaged in an accident, and rece ived $5500 
from insurance company.  Bids received from Hansen Ford, 
$14,775, and Chrysler Center, $17,810, and they are  recommended 
bid of Hanson Ford.  He also noted that in comparin g price with 
bid prices received by public works department, dif ference is 
$74.00 (which is increase in cost of under-coating) .  It was 
noted that delivery is 6-10 weeks, that Hansen Ford  had 



comparable vehicle on the lot but was $900+ more th an bid price 
so health department is paying mileage to the emplo yee until 
vehicle delivered.   Moved by Ellingson and Sande to accept the 
low bid of Hansen Ford in the amount of $14,775.00.   Motion 
carried. 
 
8.  Budget amendment. 
    a) Health Department - $7,983.00 
    Mr. Shields reviewed budget amendment - from cash carryover 
to put into furniture area for renovation, communic ation costs 
increase because previously paid by Urban Developme nt, and 
increase in vehicle maintenance.  Moved by Ellingso n and Sande 
to approve the budget amendment.  Motion carried. 
 
9.  Applications for gaming permits: 
    a) Prime Steel Car Club, Inc. - raffle 6/06/97 
    This ap. had been reviewed by the city attorney  who 
recommended approval contingent upon adoption of re solution as 
public-spirited group.  Moved by Ellingson and Sand e to adopt 
resolution recognizing this group as a public-spiri ted 
organization eligible to conduct gaming.  Motion ca rried.  
Moved by Ellingson and Sande to approve application  for permit.  
Motion carried.  (comm. only) 
 
    b) Lewis & Clark PTO - bingo 04/04/97 
    It was noted that the city attorney has not rev iewed this 
application.  Moved by Ellingson and Sande to appro ve, 
contingent upon city attorney's review and approval .  Motion 
carried.  (comm. only) 
 
    c) Alpha Phi Omega-Epsilon Theta - raffle 4/16/ 97 
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    The city attorney reviewed this ap. and recomme nded 
approval contingent upon adoption of "public-spirit ed" 
resolution and contingent upon filing of letter of "good 
standing" from UND.  Moved by Sande and Ellingson t o adopt 
resolution recognizing this group as public-spirite d 
organization eligible to conduct gaming. 
Motion carried.  (comm. only) 
 
Moved by Ellingson and Sande to approve application  for permit 
contingent upon filing of letter of "good standing"  from UND.  
Motion carried.  (comm. only) 
 



10. Temporary and overtime statement for February, 1997. 
    Moved by Ellingson and Sande to approve the sta tement for 
February as submitted.  Motion carried.  (committee  only) 
 
    Committee noted that during meeting of council and 
department members this item was discussed, whether  it was 
necessary to bring to committee for approval, that this is only 
committee still acting on the overtime statement.  Don Shields 
stated he would provide committee with that informa tion anytime 
they wished and he monitors on week by week basis; Lt. Sieber 
stated they would concur and information available;  Dep. Chief 
O'Neill stated the department takes responsible app roach to 
overtime, that there is possibility could go over, esp. this 
year with flood, etc.  and would answer any questio ns c ommittee 
would have. 
 
It was moved by Ellingson and Sande that we allow d epartments 
to monitor temporary and overtime statement, until such time 
committee deems necessary to look or department nee ds approval.  
Motion carried.  (comm. only)  
 
11. Request for 4-way stop at 24th Ave.S. and S. 17 th Street. 
    Mr. Thompson presented request for this locatio n between 
Washington and 20th, more accidents than should be and 
recommended approval.  Moved by Ellingson and Sande  to approve 
request.  Motion carried. 
 
12. Request to place 400 and 500 blocks of S. 5th S treet on 
    regular street maintenance schedule.                    
    Mr. Thompson reported request from property own er, these 
two blocks have problem with available parking, tha t no parking 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday for street maint. , no one 
moves his car on any night and end up with lot of e ncroachment 
from snow and would help both property owners and s treet dept. 
if this area switched to regular street maint. - Monday nights, 
street dept. could tow and do better job.  He state d he will 
canvass neighborhood with flyers.  Moved by Ellings on and Sande 
to hold for 2 weeks.  Motion carried.   
 
13. Request to extend seasonal parking changes to M ay 1 because  
    of snow conditions.                                         
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    Mr. Thompson reported this is request from stre et dept. 
(parking removed on one side, etc.)   Moved by Elli ngson and 



Sande to approve request to extend seasonal parking  to May 1.  
Motion carried.  (comm. only) 
 
12. Report  - Grand Forks Police Dept. Strategic An alysis. 
    Lt. Sieber presented report for committee's rev iew; and 
that after review by the committee they would appre ciate input 
and recommendations.  It was noted that this was it em this 
committee was directed to have after police impleme ntation 
committee disbanded.  Moved by Ellingson and Sande to hold for 
2 weeks.  Motion carried. 
 
13. Information only. 
    Ellingson stated that if there were any suggest ions that 
the departments would like to bring up to committee  for 
possible action - would be happy to discuss. 
 
The committee scheduled their next meeting for Mond ay, April 
14, 1997 at 3:45 p.m. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 
      Alice Fontaine 
      City Clerk 
 
Dated:  3/24/97. 

 


