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°R*"°“°'“ City Council, Special Meeting — April 13, 2020

Agenda Item: Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of Public Health Emergency

Submitted by: Howard D. Swanson, City Attorney

Staff Recommended Action: Adopt Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of
Public Health Emergency

Committee Recommended Action: N/A

Council Action: Motion by Weber, Second by Marshall to adopt a Confirmation and Extension of Public
Health Emergency through June 15, 2020. Motion carried unanimously.

BACKGROUND: On March 16, 2020 Mayor Michael R. Brown issued a Declaration of
Public Health Emergency pursuant to the provisions of Grand Forks City Code. Such
Declaration is valid for a period of 30 days unless confirmed and extended by action of
the Grand Forks City Council.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: The existence of COVID-19 imposes an
imminent and proximate threat to the public health as a pandemic exists throughout the
world, for which there is no current vaccination.

The City of Grand Forks needs to exercise emergency powers for the protection of
public health, safety and well-being. The Confirmation and Extension of the Mayor’s
Public Health Emergency provides the ability to exercise emergency authority in an

expedient, efficient and responsive manner.

The Confirmation and Extension of Mayor Brown's Declaration of Public Health
Emergency is in the best interests of the City of Grand Forks and its residents.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:

e Draft Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of Public Health Emergency
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CONFIRMATION AND EXTENSION OF
DECLARATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, a novel coronavirus, now designated COVID-19, was detected in Wuhan
City, Hubel Province, China; and

WHEREAS, on January 27, 2020 the United States Department of Health and Human
Services Secretary Alex Azar declared a national public health emergency because of COVID-19;
and

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020 the World Health Organization declared the outbreak
of COVID-19 as a public health emergency of international concern advising countries to prepare
for the containment, detection, isolation and case management, contact tracing and prevention of
onward spread of the virus; and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020 the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020 President Donald J. Trump issued a declaration of
national emergency due to the growing COVID-19 crisis in the United States; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020 Governor Doug Burgum declared a state of emergency
in the State of North Dakota in response to the public health crisis resulting from the international
spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Michael R. Brown issued a Declaration of Public Health Emergency
on March 16, 2020; and

WHEREAS, as of April 8, 2020 the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report
that there are more than 1.3 million confirmed cases worldwide and more than 14,000 deaths.
In the United States, there have been more than 395,000 reported cases with more than 12,750
deaths attributable to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, as of April 8, 2020, the North Dakota Department of Health reports more
than 250 confirmed cases in the State of North Dakota and at least 4 deaths attributable to
COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the existence of COVID-19 poses an imminent proximate threat to the public
health due to the introduction of a contagious, infectious or communicable disease; and

WHEREAS, proactively implementing preparedness, containment, mitigation measures
and other efforts to slow the transmission and reduce the impact of the virus is in the best interests
of the residents of Grand Forks; and




WHEREAS, the conditions warranting the Declaration of Public Health Emergency
continue; and

WHEREAS, the ability to reduce the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk,
promote health, and undertake measures to prevent or control the spread of disease is in the best
interests of the City of Grand Forks; and

WHEREAS, the Grand Forks City Council seeks to confirm, expand and extend the
Mayor’s Declaration of Public Health Emergency dated March 16, 2020 to authorize the exercise
of emergency powers for the purposes to slow the transmission and reduce the impact of the virus.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Grand Forks City Council hereby
finds, determines and declares that a public health emergency exists within the City of Grand
Forks, and further directs the City to continue monitoring the conditions, take appropriate steps
to alleviate hardship, initiate appropriate relief actions, and undertake mitigation measures to limit
the hardships and impacts of the existing public health emergency upon the residents of the City
of Grand Forks.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of
Public Health Emergency shall continue until the 15" day of June, 2020, unless otherwise
amended, rescinded, revoked or extended by action of the Grand Forks City Council.

Adopted this / 3 day of April, 2020.

Crry OF GRAND FORKS
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MICHAEL R. BROWN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

MAUREEN STORSTAD, AUDITOR




CITY OF GRAND FORKS

P.O. BOX 12909
GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 58208-2909

OFFICE OF CITY ATTORNEY
E-MEMORANDUM

TO: Maureen Storstad, Finance Dir. mstorstad@grandforksgov.com
Sherie Lundmark, Finance Dept. slundmark@grandforksgov.com

CcC: Todd Feland, City Administrator tfeland@grandforksgov.com

FROM: Howard D. Swanson, City Attorne hswanson@swiawltd.com

RE: City Council Staff Report — Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of Public
Health Emergency

DATE: April 9, 2020

Please find attached a Staff Report for the Special City Council Meeting scheduled for
Monday, April 13, 2020. | have also attached a proposed Confirmation and Extension of
Declaration of Public Health Emergency.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

HDS/gkf
Attachment: staff Report and Confirmation and Extension of Declaration of Public Health Emergency





