
Public Input Meeting
Reconstruction of N 4th St 
From DeMers Ave to 1st Ave N
Grand Forks, ND
June 10, 2021



Sign-In Sheet &
Public Participation Survey

• Links to these items will be 
emailed to meeting participants 
who requested the Zoom 
meeting link

• Links will also be available with 
presentation materials posted 
for the duration of the 
comment period

• Please complete and submit for 
the project record 

Sign-in Sheet:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Respo
nsePage.aspx?id=CyTmHg2gekOEAHfT
annNfSW5KKdyTAhKntNq0XqSb3NUM
1FJQlRWOVYzREhBSTBFUVBXNlZSTDkz
NC4u

NDDOT Title VI Participation Survey:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/Respo
nsePage.aspx?id=CyTmHg2gekOEAHfT
annNfSW5KKdyTAhKntNq0XqSb3NUNk
FPWUhXWVFQRDdLSzlHMFlKQUo0MU
1VMC4u



Today’s
Presentation Overview

What We Want to Accomplish TODAY

Proposed 
Improvements

Geometric 
Alternatives

Opportunity for 
Your Input



Zoom Meeting Participation Tips

How to Raise Your Hand:
• By Phone: 

– Press *9
• By Computer:

– Click “Reactions” on the Zoom Menu Bar 
(The Zoom menu bar appears at the bottom of the Zoom 
window once the meeting begins.  If you don’t see the menu 
bar, move your mouse slightly and bar will appear)

– The reactions box that appears will have a “Raise Hand” 
command at the bottom, just click that to raise your hand

• By Phone or Tablet:
– Click “More”
– Choose “Raise Hand”

Zoom Group Chat:
• Next to Participants Icon; 

Questions will be Verbalized and Answered
• If you do not have audio capabilities, please submit any 

comments or questions within the “Everyone” Group Chat
• If you need any assistance, please send a private chat to 

Melissa Knutson

Other Ways to Comment:
• Additional opportunities to comment after the meeting will be 

provided at the end of the presentation



Proposed Improvements

Addressing Project Purpose & Need



Project Location



Project 
Purpose & Need

• Project Purpose
– Correct existing deficiencies along the 

project corridor

• Existing Deficiencies (Project Need)
– Aging Infrastructure / 

Pavement Condition
– Pavement distresses

• joint reflection cracking, 
• longitudinal and transverse cracking,
• bumps and sags, and 
• patching

– Ride quality 
– ADA compliance

Existing Roadway
 Concrete resurfacing in 1938
 Concrete pavement over 

concrete base, approximate 
thickness 12” to 16”

 ¾” plant mix overlay 
constructed prior to 1999.  

 Selective curb and gutter 
replacement, tapered mill and 
1.5” bituminous pavement 
overlay constructed in 1999. 



Project Funding & Current Project Schedule

• Project is Facilitated by the 
City of Grand Forks 

• Administered through 
NDDOT Local Government

• Project Funding
– Urban Grant Program 

(Federal Funds): 80.93% 
with Cap ~ $1.6 Million

– Local Funds: 
19.07% and Costs 
Exceeding Cap

• Schedule
Currently Scheduled for
2022 Construction Season



Proposed Improvements

• Roadway Reconstruction
• ADA Improvements
• Street Lighting
• Streetscape Features
• Curb Extensions (Bulb-outs) or 

Enhanced Multimodal Features

• Proposed Improvements are Consistent with 
City Planning Objectives for Downtown
– Continuity with Recent Projects such as the 

DeMers Avenue Reconstruction and ongoing
North 3rd Street Reconstruction

– Consideration of Concepts and 
Recommendations from Recent Studies



Streetscape Features

• Decorative Sidewalks
• Seat Planters
• Trees
• Bases for 

Decorative Lighting
• Other

– Bike Racks
– Benches
– Trash Receptacles

• Similar Features to Those 
Recently Constructed along 
DeMers Avenue and 
under Construction on 
North 3rd Street



Streetscape Features –
Decorative Sidewalks, Seat Planters



Streetscape Features – Trash Receptacles, Bike Racks,
Benches, Tree Planters



UPDATED 
DOWNTOWN LOOK

Conceptual Appearance of Streetscape Features



Anticipated Project Impacts

• Temporary Impacts to Vehicle, Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Routes

• Tree Replacement
• Protection of Historical and Cultural Resources
• Business Access to Remain Open

• Improved Roadway Condition
• Improved Pedestrian Safety
• Improved ADA Accessibility
• Enhanced Downtown Streetscape Appearance
• Potential Enhanced Multimodal Features



Property & Pedestrian 
Access During Construction

Pedestrian Phasing

Designated Pedestrian Route

• Pedestrian Routes will be 
phased.

• Front entrances to businesses 
will generally remain open to 
foot traffic, except when work is 
done on the sidewalk directly in 
front of the entrance

• Effort will be made to 
schedule this work outside 
business hours.

• The light green area on 3A & 3B 
indicate the change of paths 
between phases

• If DeMers Avenue is 
reconstructed, temporary 
pedestrian crossings would be 
provided during roadway 
construction and pedestrians 
would be detoured during 
sidewalk construction
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Current Geometric 
Alternatives

Layouts and Sections



Current Geometric Alternatives under Consideration

• Alternatives Considered 
Included Various 
Configurations of:
– Driving Lanes, 
– Parking Lanes, 
– Bike Lanes or Sharrows,
– Bus Lanes & Bus Stops, 
– Sidewalks and Boulevards

• Geometric Basis 
Layout Includes:
– Parallel Parking On Both Sides
– Similar to What Exists Today
– Similar to Recent 

Improvements on DeMers 
Avenue and North 3rd Street

– Based on Improvements 
Proposed in Urban Grant 
Program Funding Application

• Additional Alternative 
under Consideration:
– Protected bicycle lanes
– Bus lanes and bus stop



Preliminary Geometric Layout of 
Basis Alternative
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UPDATED 
DOWNTOWN LOOK

Conceptual Appearance of Basis Alternative



Typical Sections on Basis Alternative



Additional Alternative Under Consideration:
Protected Bicycle Lanes, Enhanced Multimodal Features

Excerpted from the Grand Forks-East Grand Forks Downtown Transportation Study Final Report October 2020 
Prepared by KLJ for the Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization



Geometric Layout of 
Additional Alternative Under Consideration
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General Comparison of Dimensions & Parking

Typical Section
Parking 
Stalls *

Total Width 
Behind Curb (ft)

Passable Width 
Behind Curb (ft)

Driving Lane 
Width (ft)

Bulb-Outs 17 14.5 7 16
Protected Bicycle Lanes & 
Enhanced Multimodal 
Features 7 12.5 5 10

*Note: 21 Parking Stalls Existing 
Counted along North 4th Street from DeMers Avenue to the driveway between 1st Avenue North and 2nd Avenue North

14.5’ 7’Total Passable



General Comparison of Alternatives

Typical Section
Pros 

(Compared to Basis)
Cons 

(Compared to Basis)

Bulb-Outs 
(Basis Alternative) N/A N/A

Protected Bicycle 
Lanes & Enhanced 
Multimodal Features

• Protected Bicycle 
Lanes

• Bus Lane
• Potential new bus 

stop/shelter

• Fewer Parking Spaces
• Estimated additional construction cost of $1M or more

• Reconstruction of DeMers Avenue Intersection
• Additional Cost for Utilities and Utility Relocations 

Resulting from Change in Curb and Gutter Location and 
Raised Medians

• No bulb-outs for pedestrian safety
• Potential bus stop would impede DeMers Avenue traffic 

movements
• No left-turn lane onto DeMers Avenue 

• Traffic analysis shows queueing on 4th St would 
increase by 75-100 feet under Existing Conditions and 
to be over 300 feet under 2045 projected traffic 
conditions (primarily due to no left turn lane)

• Reconstruction of DeMers Avenue intersection would 
cause additional temporary traffic impacts during 
construction

• Potential Future Impacts to School Dropoff Area if 
Expanded farther down the corridor

• Temporary Lack of Continuity until Future Extensions are 
Developed




