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City of Grand Forks 
Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole – January 11th, 2021 
City Council – January 19th, 2021 

Agenda Item: Special Assessment District for City Project No. 7539, District No. 737 – 

Oscarville Paving & Street Lights 

Submitted by: Engineering Department,  Edward Liberman (Assistant City Engineer) 

Matthew Maguire (Project Engineer) 

Staff Recommended Action: Approve Engineer's Report, create Special Assessment 

District, direct Engineering Department to prepare 

Plans & Specifications and advertise for construction 

bids for Project No. 7539, District No. 737 – Oscarville 

Paving & Street Lights 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND: 

City project 7539 will consist of installing paving and street lights to serve properties in the 

Oscarville area. This infrastructure will be installed from 27
th

 Ave. N. south to 20
th

 Ave. N., and

from N. 44
th

 St. east to N. 42
nd

 St.  Street lights, sidewalks, and bikepaths are not currently

installed in this area. The proposed work would replace an existing gravel rural section and 

ditches with a 2-lane concrete urban roadway with curb & gutter, berms, street lights, and 

driveway approaches. This project will require the addition of some storm sewer mainline and 

catch basins to existing storm sewer facilities with manhole adjustments. 

This project is listed in the 2021 City Budget under the 27
th

 Ave N (N. 42
nd

 Street to N. 44
th

Street), where $504K has been budgeted.  The project scope has expanded to include 24
th

 Ave N

(N. 42
nd

 Street to N. 44
th

 Street). All additional costs associated with this expanded scope will

come from the Street/Infrastructure Fund 4815 from other unused project budgets or from 

projects that are anticipated to be under budget. Alternatively, if there is not an adequate amount 

of available funding, a budget amendment will be processed or funding from Prairie Dog 

Funding may be utilized. 

Motion by Weigel, second by Vein, to refer to City 
Council with a recommendation to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Sande, second by Kvamme, to approve, adopt Resolution to Create the 
Special Assessment District, approve Engineers Report, and adopt Resolution of 
Necessity.  Motion carried unanimously.
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All costs for this project will be special assessed to the benefitting properties with the exception 

of an 80% city share for the classified streets. Paving and street lighting projects can be protested 

as per state law.  

 

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 Design of this project will occur during 2020-2021, with construction planned in 2021. 

 The work of this project is currently proposed to consist of paving in the Oscarville area from 

27
th

 Ave. N. to 20
th

 Ave. N. & from N. 44
th

 St. to N. 42
nd

 St., including installation of new 

storm sewer, street lighting, and other miscellaneous work. 

 All costs for this project will be special assessed to the benefitting properties with the 

exception of an 80% city share for the classified streets (27
th

 & 24
th

 Ave N.). 

 20
th

 Ave N. is on a quarter section line but does not serve the neighborhood as a 

collector/classified street. 24
th

 Ave N. alternatively, does serve this purpose and will be 

assessed as a classified street. 

 Total Construction cost is currently estimated to be $4,551,700. 

 Total City share is estimated to be $802,000.  City Share is to be funded from the 

Street/Infrastructure Fund 4815 where a total of $504,000 has been budgeted in 2021 for this 

project. 

 Approval of the Plans & Specifications is currently scheduled for the February 22, 2021 

Committee of the Whole and the March 1, 2021 Council. 

 The project is scheduled to be bid on March 15, 2021. 

 Approval of the Bids is currently scheduled for the March 22, 2021 Committee of the Whole 

and the April 5, 2021 Council. 

 This project is protestable as per State law and the protest period is scheduled to expire on 

March 26, 2021. 

 Construction is anticipated to take place during the 2021 construction season and be 

completed by the end of the 2021 construction season. 

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 
 Engineers Report 

 Timetable for Special Assessed Projects 

 Assessment District Map 

 Excerpt from 2021 Mayor’s Budget Book (p. 233) 
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*Responsibility of Finance & Administrative Services Office 
**Responsibility of Engineering Department. 
***Responsibility of Finance & Administrative Service Office & Engineering Department. 
#If bids are more than 25% higher than engineers estimate, Finance & Administrative Services Office will 
notify property owners and protest period will be extended 2 weeks. 

TIMETABLE FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROJECTS 
 
Project Name Oscarville Paving & Street Lights  
Project Number 7539       District No. 737 
      Paving 
      Street Lighting 
      Street Improvement 
      Other        
This timetable prepared by MEM     Date 11/17/20  
Revised by             Date         
             
              

Action Date of Action Approved 

Other Committee Council 

Approval of Engineers Report including 
estimate.  Resolution creating assessment 
district.  Direct engineering to prepare plans 
& specifications, and advertise for 
construction bids. 

 

      

 

1/11/21 

 

1/19/21 

 

We are 
Here 

*Special Assessment Commission to meet 
to determine preliminary distribution of 
benefits. 

Week of 

1/19/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

*Notices sent to property owners. 
 

Week of 

1/19/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

**Advertisement for bids prepared. 
 

 

2/19/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

Resolution of Necessity published. 
 

 

2/24/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

*Advertisement for bids published. 
 

 

2/24/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

Approval of plans & specs. 
 

 

      

 

2/22/21 

 

3/1/21 

 

      

Discuss Project. (Optional) 
 

 

      

 

3/8/21 

 

      

 

      

***Bids received, opened & tabulated. 
 

 

3/15/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

#Recommend award of contract. 
 

 

      

 

3/22/21 

 

      

 

      

Expiration of protest period. 
 

 

3/26/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

***Certificate as to sufficiency. 
 

 

4/5/21 

 

      

 

      

 

      

Resolution as to protest and awarding 
contract. 
 

 

      

 

      

 

4/5/21 
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