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We are happy to present the City of Grand Forks 2023 Popular Annual Financial
Report (PAFR). This report is the result of City efforts to further connect with our
community.

The City of Grand Forks 2023 PAFR is designed to display information on the City’s
fiscal health. It is a short-form report based largely on the City of Grand Fork’s
Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for the fiscal year ended December 31,
2023. This PAFR provides summarized City financial information derived from the
Annual Financial Report and is not designed to include all financial disclosures
required by Generally Accepted Accounting Principles. To meet the goal of
simplicity, not all City funds are presented here. The PAFR concentrates on reporting
Governmental and Business-Type Activities and the City’s General Fund. For the
2023 audited financial statements, independent auditor's opinion, detailed notes to
the financial statements, statistical information, and other supplementary
information, refer to the City of Grand Forks 2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial
Report available on the City of Grand Forks’ website (www.grandforksgov.com). 

Our hope is that you as the user will find it easier to engage with the City through
use of this PAFR. We welcome your feedback and encourage your continued
involvement.

Maureen Storstad
Finance Director
July 1, 2024
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Top 5 Employers

University of ND 5,562

Altru Health System 3,400

GF Air Force Base 2,897

GF School District 1,700

Valley Memorial 818

Located on the eastern border of North Dakota in the rich
Red River Valley, one of the most fertile agricultural areas
in the world, the City of Grand Forks was incorporated in
1881. Grand Forks history shows it to be a popular
gathering spot for both Native American and early settler
populations engaged in fur trapping and trading.  
Steamboats on the river and the expansion of the railroad
facilitated much trade on the Red River Corridor from
southern and eastern areas of the U.S. through Grand
Forks to western and northern areas, including Winnipeg,
Canada. Besides the trading, the agricultural industry has
been a major factor in the City’s continued growth and
development of the successful business climate in the
region. Presently, the City serves as a regional trade center
serving approximately 250,000 people including visitors
from Canada.

About the City of Grand Forks 

2024 Adopted
Budget 
$295.9M

568 Budgeted FTE’sCity Population
62,226
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Brandon Bochenski
Mayor  

CURRENT ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS

Dana Sande 
City Council President

Ward 6

Danny Weigel
Ward 1 Council Member

Rebecca Osowski
Ward 2 Council Member

Tricia Berg
Ward 3 Council Member

Tricia Lunski 
Ward 4 Council Member

Mike Fridolfs
Ward 5 Council Member

Ken Vein
Ward 7 Council Member
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Kerry Rosenquist
Municipal Judge

*As of July 1, 2024
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NET POSITION

5.9%
The City’s Net Position increased about 5.9% with the

increase being attributed to a growing tax base. 

The Statement of Net Position shows the overall financial picture of The City of
Grand Forks. It represents an aggregate of the City's financial activities broken into
two categories: governmental and business-type. Governmental activities are
mainly supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenue, such as grants, and
include many of the basic services the county provides including general
government, public safety and public health. Business-type activities are mainly
supported by user fees and charges for services and include activities such as
sanitation, water and wastewater treatment, public transit, the Alerus Center, and
mosquito control.
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The Changes in Net Position shows changes in the City of Grand Forks’ net position by
revenue source and major activities. An increase in revenue means the City brought in
more money while a decrease means the City brought in less. An increase in
expenses means the City spent more on operations and services while a decrease
means the City had fewer expenses and spent less. The City saw an overall increase in
revenues and an increase in expenditures in 2023. The revenues outpaced
expenditures, leading to an overall increase in the City’s net position of $43 million in
2023.

CHANGES IN NET POSITION
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The governmental revenues for the City in 2023 totaled over $122 million. The largest source
of revenue was Capital grants and contributions, totaling over $40.7 million. The second
largest category of revenue was property taxes representing over $23.4 million. Capital Grants
and Contributions saw a $13.8 million, or 51.3%, increase. Property tax revenue did increase
$1,427,644, or 6.5%, as a result of a growing tax base and higher property valuation.
Miscellaneous Income increased in 2023 largely due to higher interest rates that resulted in
increased interest earnings.

Governmental Activities
 Revenues by Source

Expenses by Function
The governmental activity expenses for the City in 2023 totaled over $93 million. The largest
category of expense was for Public Safety, which includes the Fire Department, Police
Department, Municipal Court, Emergency Program Management, and the Public Safety
Answering Point (911). This is followed by General Government, which includes Finance, Human
Resources, City Administration, and other departments located in City Hall. Combined, these
two categories represent over 50% of expenses of governmental activities.
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The Business-Type revenues for the City in 2023 totaled over $84 million. The Largest
source of revenue is charges for services at $48.8 million, but was down slightly from 2022.
Sales tax increased by 2.9% over 2022 for a total of $11.2 million. Miscellaneous revenue
increased largely due to increases in interest income in 2023, due to higher interest rates. 

Business-Type Activities

Revenues by Source

Business-Type expenses for the City in 2023 totaled just over $70 million. This is an
increase of $1.4 million from 2022 or 2.1%. This can be attributed to inflation and
pension and wage expenses.

Expenses by Program
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About 29.5% of the Property taxes paid by residents goes to the City of
Grand Forks. As seen in the chart below, the majority is allocated to the
General Fund.

City of Grand Forks 
29.5% Grand Forks School District 

33.8%

PROPERTY TAXES 

Grand Forks County 
24.6% 

GF Park District
11.5% 

State Levy 
 .6%
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City Property Tax Allocation

The General Fund primarily consists of Fire and Police services, the 911 Call
Center, Street Maintenance and Operations, and Public Health. 



The AISAC is currently in the planning phases after voters approved the extension of the 3/4
cent “Alerus Center” sales tax. The conceptual location of the AISAC is just south of the
existing Alerus Center, west of South 42nd Street, and north of 17th Avenue South. The City
recently purchased the 6.28 acre site for $2.12 million. The proposed plan for the AISAC
complex includes the following:

50 Meter Indoor Competition Pool 
25 Yard Programming Pool 
Indoor Turf 
Indoor Pickleball 
Indoor Playground / Youth Adventure Area 
Sports Performance and Training Space 
Multi-Use Program Rooms 
Concessions 
Spectator Seating 
Facility & Aquatic Support Spaces 

Projected completion of the facility is 2027
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CAPITAL PROJECTS ON THE HORIZON 
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Taking a look at a couple exciting
projects for on the horizon for
Grand Forks, we have the 42nd
Street Underpass, and the Altru
Indoor Sports and Aquatics Complex
(AISAC). 

The 42nd Street Underpass project
is planned to begin in 2026 and
expected to be completed in 2027.
This project is around $50 million in
total, most of which is federally
funded, and will alleviate traffic
delays caused by the railroad
crossing on the west side of Grand
Forks.



Thank you for reading our 2023 PAFR.
To view the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report,
Annual Budget, or other City documents please visit:

www.grandforksgov.com 

http://www.grandforksgov.com/

