
Base Retention & Investment Committee 

Wednesday, August 7, 2024 

 

Welcome from Mayor Brandon Bochenski 

Introduction of Col. Bishane Whitmore 

 

GF Air Force Base – Col. Whitmore 

Col. Monroe is on a Pacific Tour 

The US Air Force is going through a lot of organizational changes. 

GF Air Force Base will be getting planes and personnel from Elsworth AFB as they have 

construction on their base. 

The Air Force Ball tickets are on sale.  The ball is September 28th 

 

University of North Dakota – Robert Kraus, Mark Askelson 

The visit with Air Combat Command (ACC) went well in June 

The ACC Chief Scientist will be visiting in August 

Attending the Fargo Air Show where a UND Alum was a pilot for the Blue Angels 

Working with Space Ops on various trainings. 

 

Civic Leaders – Barry Wilfahrt 

Gave an update on various meetings in Washington D.C. including discussions on 

upcoming budgets 

 

Grand Forks County – Tom Ford, Gracie Lian, Dave Engen 

County got notice they have received a Defense Community Infrastructure Grant for a 

new Fire Station at Grand Sky ($11 M) (Gracie Lian) 

Continuing to work on Housing solutions for the Base.  Looking at the space to the east 

of the base 

The Association of Defense Communities conference is in San Antonio in October.  Mr. 

Ford is working on putting together a panel regarding national security and higher ed. 

for the conference.  The panel will include President Armacost. 



The County 2025 Preliminary Budget has been approved. 

Grand Sky continues to work on project ULTRA.  (Tom Ford) 

Update from General Atomics on training for United Kingdom.  The Dutch will return in 

the fall for training.  Getting a Reaper UAS simulator.  (Dean Gorder) 

Update by Northrop Grumman on the retrofits on the Global Hawks.  Looking to build a 

new 4 by hanger.  Over 550 people have toured Northrop Grumman. (Mike Fridolfs) 

 

Grand Forks Public Schoosl – Dr. Terry Brenner 

Working on Phase 2 of the design for Twining school project on base.  Hope to have 

shovels in the ground by 2025 

 

Civic Leaders – Barry Wilfahrt, Bruce Gjovig 

Reacting to the changes in leadership within the Air Force.  All have been good so far. 

Looking to improve housing in Emerado through a HUD Grant. 

 

Congressional Delegation – Tom Brusegaard, Randy Richards & Mary Christy 

ACC Visit went well in June 

 

Base Consultants – Dave Deptula, George Schlossberg 

Despite Federal Funding issues, GFAFB is still in good standing. 

Mr. Schlossberg shared the Commission on National Defense Final Report 

 

State of North Dakota – Ev Dunnick & Sen. Barta 

Gave updates on Test Site/Vantis and Legislature 

 

Economic Development – Keith Lund 

Continue to work on workforce development 

 

City of Grand Forks – Todd Feland, Brandon Bochenski 



Continuing to work on Commercial Air Service. 

2025 City Budget has received preliminary approval.  Final approval in September. 

Continuing to work on various Agribusiness opportunities in Grand Forks. 

Johnny Ryan gave an update on The HIVE.  The 2nd floor renovated space is now full.  

The HIVE will host a social during the UAS Summit in October. 

 

Next Meeting 

October 2, 2024 

8:00 am 

The Hive Executive Board Room 

 

 

 


