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AGENDA

• Overview of the Club

• 3 Reasons why including Pickleball is a good 
decision



GRAND CITIES PICKLEBALL CLUB
• Informal Club Organized: 2018

• Membership Growth:
• 2022:  70 members
• 2024: 270 members

• Age Range 18 to 84

• Incorporated February 2024
• ND Non-profit Corporation
• 501(c)(7) Application to the IRS



Area Growth of pickleball – Club Membership

• Fargo-Moorhead 
• 2018 – 30 members

• 2024 – 206 members

• Crookston
•2009 – 12 members

•2024 – 65 members

• Bemidji
• 2017 – 25 members

• 2024 – 200 members

•  Park Rapids
• 2022 – 38 members

• 2024 – 168 members



GRAND CITIES PICKLEBALL CLUB
• Organize Drop-in Play weekly for members

• Social Events

• Sponsor Spring, Summer and Fall Tournaments 
• Approx. 180 participants per tournament

• > 1,700 since 2021
• Representing 84 Cities in16 states and 2 provinces  

• Community Outreach



Where do tournament players come 
from?



Add a Slide Title - 2

GRAND FORKS CITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS



SPRING TOURNAMENT PROCEEDS FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS



GRAND CITIES PICKLEBALL AND BLUE ZONE PROJECT GRAND FORKS



GRAND CITIES PICKLEBALL AT THE GRAND CITIES STREET FAIR



Three Reasons Including Pickleball 
is a Good Decision
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Reason 1: Voter Expectations
 Berry Dunn Study

 Fastest Growing Sport in US (4.8 million players) (study p. 37)

 Focus Groups
 Community wide statistically valid survey

 Pickleball had the highest priority of need score (48)  
(study p. 8)

 Club motivated its membership to support the Sales Tax 
Extension
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Reason 2: Indoor Courts Needed

 Lost Hyslop Space

 9 courts

 Play – 4 days/week
  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday – 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
 Saturday 9:00 a.m. to noon
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Hyslop – 9 Courts 14



Rotation 15



Paddle Rotation 16



Current State
 Outdoor  - 23 Courts in GF area

 O’leary - 8, Optimist – 6, Abbot – 6, Symington -2, University -1
 All “Dedicated” to pickleball

 Indoor 
 4 Dedicated Indoor Courts – PlayIT
 9 “Multi-Use” Courts –

 PlayIT – 4 Courts shared with Basketball, Volleyball
 Choice – 3 Courts -  M,W,Th,Fri  6:00 am to 11:00 am
 YMCA – 2 Courts – M,W,Fri 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, Fri 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

 Needed for more than just Winter  
 Wind, Rain, Air Quality
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Reason 3:  Pickleball has been 
building community since 1965

 Easy to learn
 But is competitive

 Inexpensive
 Limited equipment cost

 Good exercise
 Game Structure Promotes Connections

 No need to bring a partner

 Games last approx. 12 minutes

 Sidelined players rotated in
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