
Base Retention & Investment Committee 

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 

 

Welcome from Mayor Brandon Bochenski 

 

GF Air Force Base – Col. Monroe 

A B1 Bomber landed at the GFAFB on October 1st.  The plane refueled to test the 

underground fueling system.  Everything tested well. 

The US Air Force is looking to optimization for the world power competition. 

In 12-18 months the GFAFB will split into 2 wings. 

There will be an increased intensity of exercises on base. 

 

Military Affairs Committee – Scott Meyer, Greg Bowen 

Working on welcoming the B1 Bombers and airmen from Ellsworth.  Have had calls with 

the Military Affairs Committee at Ellsworth. 

Looking to finalize the MAC goals moving forward. 

 

Civic Leaders – Bruce Gjovig 

Working on retention and enhancement grant opportunities. 

Working on base encroachment issues. 

Looking at an Artic Mission 

 

University of North Dakota – Scott Snyder, Robert Kraus 

Enrollment at UND this fall is 15,019.  20% increase in military related students. 

Meeting with the FAA discussing Air Traffic Controller training. 

UND is on board to start Air Force pilot training in the fall of 2026 

 

State of North Dakota – Trevor Woods, Sen. Meyer, Sen. Barta 

The Test Site is excited for the aviation conference coming to Grand Forks in 2026. 



The ND Legislature has concerns with Measure 4 

 

Altru Health System – Mayor Bochenski 

Altru is expected to have a ribbon cutting in early January for the new hospital. 

 

Grand Forks County – Tom Ford, Gracie Lian, Dave Engen 

Working on a new Sheriff’s Office.  County received 7 bids 

Grant agreement has been signed for the new fire station at Grand Sky.  Hope to 

breakground within a year. 

The Association of Defense Communities October meeting is in San Antonio, TX.  UND 

will participate on a panel with Tom Ford 

Grand Sky continues to work on project ULTRA.  Task order 1 is complete.  The County 

Commission has authorized Task Order 2 

Update from General Atomics on training for United Kingdom.  The Dutch have returned 

for training.  There will be increased security at General Atomics.  Looking forward to 

the UAS Summit.  (Dean Gorder) 

Update by Northrop Grumman on Range Hawks.  Hope for first Range Hawk flight in 

2025.  Looking forward to the UAS Summit (Mike Fridolfs) 

 

Grand Forks Public Schools – Dr. Terry Brenner 

Enrollment at Public Schools is up 150 students. 

New Twining School is moving forward.  Hoping for opening in fall of 2027 

 

Congressional Delegation – Tom Brusegaard, Randy Richards & Mary Christy 

Looking forward to UAS Summit. 

Rep. Armstrong’s office is starting to close and transition to the new Representative 

after the election. 

 

Base Consultants – Dave Deptula 

Will be attending the UAS Summit in Grand Forks. 

Looking at Artic Mission and Collaborative Aircraft as potential future mission 



 

Economic Development – Keith Lund 

EDC will have a booth at the UAS Summit 

 

City of Grand Forks – Todd Feland, Brandon Bochenski 

Grand Forks received a National Park Service grant to enhancements in the Greenway 

in downtown GF. 

Continuing to work on Epitome Energy and other Ag developments 

Council will make final decision on design of turf and aquatics facility in October. 

The Children’s Museum will be placed by the Alerus Center. 

The City will be attending the National Guard reception in Washington DC in November 

The HIVE will be hosting a social event for the UAS Summit 

 

Next Meeting 

December 4, 2024 

8:00 am 

The Hive Executive Board Room 

 

 

 


