
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT COMMISSION HEARINGS 

 Council Chambers – City Hall 

Thursday, September 26, 2024 – 5:30 p.m. 

 

 
 Present: President Allan Page, Emily Fossen, and Bryan Poykko of the Special Assessment 

Commission; Maureen Storstad, Finance Director; Samantha Bergan, Sr. Accountant; Stefanie Coleman, 

Accountant; Shane Duchscher, Engineering; Dan Gaustad, City Attorney. 

 

Ms. Maureen Storstad called the hearings meeting to order and introduced the Special Assessment 

Commissioners, Finance, and Engineering staff, and City Attorney then turned the meeting over to Dan 

Gaustad, City Attorney for an update for the commissioners 

 

Mr. Gaustad updated the commissioners on the legal rulings for a current special assessment case. He 

explained that the supreme court has ruled that the commission must determine if the benefit exceeds the 

cost of projects presented to them. He stated that the benefit and cost must be presented to the 

commission using the same units of measurement, such as dollars. He explained the cost of the project 

must not be used to determine the benefit dollar amount. Gaustad recommended that the commission 

approve projects for the special assessment commission hearing subject to the determination of benefit 

cost at a later meeting.  

 

Ms. Storstad acknowledged for the record that no one was present in the audience to speak to any of the 

special assessment projects. 

 

Ms. Storstad explained that this is a hearing by the Special Assessment Commission on the finding of 

benefit on special assessment projects.  

 

Ms. Storstad clarified the responsibility and authority of the commission as follows:  

a. The commission has no authority over the establishment of the assessment district, that decision is a 

city council decision.  

b. The commission has no authority for the cost of the project. That is a city council decision and is done 

through approval process for the project’s bid.  

c. The commission receives the project after the establishment of the district and the cost has been 

determined by the city council, for the sole purpose of determining the benefiting properties within the 

district and to what degree the properties benefit.  

d. At this hearing, the commission will hear protests as to the determination of benefits on given 

properties.  

e. The commission will determine if any changes should or should not be made.  

f. The assessments will be passed on to the council for final certification.  

 

Ms. Storstad further explained that if the property owner still has a concern with the finding of benefit by 

the commission, the protest can be brought to the city council at their hearing on special assessments on 

October 21st, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  

 

Ms. Storstad turned the meeting back over to Mr. Page 

 

Page stated that he will now read through the list of projects. 

 
 Page read the 2024 Special Assessment Project List: 

a) Project #4704.24, District #14 Flood Protection Project 

b) Project #8464.88, District #763 Paving & Street Lights 41st Ave S DEFERRED 

c) Project #8489.00, District #599 Sanitary Sewer Highway 81 & Associated Area 

d) Project #8541.00, District #586 Sanitary Sewer Grand Valley 1st Addition 



e) Project #8541.88, District #586 Sanitary Sewer Grand Valley 1st Addition DEFERRED 

f) Project #8542.00, District #355 Watermain Grand Valley 1st Addition 

g) Project #8542.88, District #355 Watermain Grand Valley 1st Addition DEFERRED 

h) Project #8543.00, District #587 Storm Sewer Grand Valley 1st Addition 

i) Project #8543.88, District #587 Storm Sewer Grand Valley 1st Addition DEFERRED 

j) Project #8544.00, District #588 Stormwater Pond Grand Valley 1st Addition 

k) Project #8544.88, District #588 Stormwater Pond Grand Valley 1st Addition DEFERRED 

l) Project #8562.00, District #767 Paving & Street Lights Southern Estates 9th Addition 

m) Project #8562.88, District #767 Paving & Street Lights Southern Estates 9th Addition 

DEFERRED 

n) Project #8563.00, District #593 Box Culvert in South End Drainway South 20th Street 

o) Project #8563.88, District #593 Box Culvert in South End Drainway South 20th Street 

DEFERRED 

p) Project #8568.00, District #768 Paving & Street Lights S 14th St & 14th Ave S 

q) Project #8572.00, District #770 Paving 11th Ave S 

r) Project #8573.00, District #771 Paving Ledgend Lane  

s) Project #8575.00, District #594 Watermain Highway 81 & Associated Area 

t) Project #8639.00, District #772 Reconstruct 2nd Ave N 

u) Project #8640.00, District #773 Reconstruct S 20th St 

v) Project #8739.00, District #778 Paving & Street Lights S 44th Ave 

w) Project #8758.30, District #779 Mill & Overlay Highland Court 

x) Project #8788.00, District #780 Reconstruct Walnut Street – S 5th St to 1st Ave S) 

y) Project #8797.00 House Demolition – 1320 4th Ave N 
 

 

Poykko moved to approve the special assessments for 2024 subject to the determination of the benefit. 

The motion was seconded by Fossen. Aye: All. Motion carried. 

 
Fossen moved to adjourn, with a second by Poykko. Aye: All. Motion carried.  

 

 

 


