Grand Forks Legislative Committee
Friday, January 10, 2025

Attendees:

Todd Feland, Al Grasser, Candi Stjern, Tangee Bouvette, Gary Lorenz, Tami Lazur,
Dan Gaustad, Jaxen Bratcher, Ryan Brooks, Shannon Lahaise, Dale Bergman, Lisa
Botnen, Mike Vatnsdal, Brandon Bochenski

The Grand Forks Legislative Committee participated in the weekly conference call with
the North Dakota League of Cities.

The GF Legislative Committee addressed the following bills:

HB 1102 (BCI Agents)

This bill will fund for 2 BCI agents to be stationed in Grand Forks with our Police
Department to help with cybercrimes in Northeast Region of North Dakota. This bill will
be heard in the House Judiciary Committee on Monday, January 13, 2025 at 10 am.
The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill and will provide testimony at the
committee hearing.

HB 1106 (Public Transit Grants)

This bill provides up to $4M to certain aspects of Public Transportation. Grand Forks is
interested in increasing the state portion of funding for public transportation,
unfortunately they way this bill is written, this bill does not accomplish that goal. We are
currently working with Fargo, Bismarck and Minot to make improvements to this bill.

HB 1176 (Property Tax Credit)

We see this bill as the vehicle for primary resident property tax relief. We see the 3%
cap being the sticking point on this bill. We understand that a cap of some sort are
coming and we want to be at the table to help determine what that cap should be and
how it is administered. We will also work with the other taxing entities in Grand Forks to
help find the best solution.

SB 2145 (Immunity to 911 employees)

This bill provides immunity for our employees working at 911. The ND State 911
Association Supports this bill, and we support them. This bill will in the Senate Judiciary
Committee on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025 at 10:45 am.



HB 1141 (Use of Public Services for Political Purposes)

This bill would make it illegal for the City of Grand Forks to support organizations like
the ND League of Cities because the ND League of Cities has taken a political position
at various past elections. It is already illegal for political subdivisions to take political
stances during elections. Organizations like the ND League of Cities or ND Association
of Counties are able to help educate during elections on our behalf. The City of Grand
Forks OPPOSES this bill. This bill will be in the House Political Subdivisions Committee
on Thursday, Jan. 16, 2025 at 9:30 am.

Testimony
Written or verbal testimony will be provided for the following bills

Jan. 13-17
HB 1102 — Monday, Jan. 13, 2025

All of the bills that the City of Grand Forks is tracking can be found online at
www.grandforksgov.com/legislature.



http://www.grandforksgov.com/

