Grand Forks Legislative Committee
Friday, January 17, 2025

Attendees:

Todd Feland, Candi Stjern, Tangee Bouvette, Tami Lazur, Dan Gaustad, Jaxen
Bratcher, Ryan Brooks, Shannon Lahaise, Dale Bergman, Lisa Botnen, Mike Vatnsdal,
Melanie Parvey, Dana Sande

The Grand Forks Legislative Committee participated in the weekly conference call with
the North Dakota League of Cities.

The GF Legislative Committee addressed the following bills:

HB 1332 (Ag Facility Incentive Program)

This bill would provide, through the Department of Agriculture, $30M in an incentive
program for value added agriculture facilities. This bill will be in the House Agriculture
Committee on Thursday, January 23, 2025 at 2 pm. The City of Grand Forks
SUPPORTS this bill and will attend the committee hearing.

HB 1038 (Drone Replacement)

This bill would replace state drones with American made drones for security purposes.
The replacement of the drones is clear, but it is unclear in the bill on how to handle the
support software drones use for their data. Due to the large impact of the UAS industry
in our community the City of Grand Forks is monitoring this bill. This bill has already
passed the House and will be heard in the Senate Appropriations Committee on
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 9 am.

HB 1176 (Property Tax Credit)

We see this bill as the vehicle for primary resident property tax relief. We see the 3%
cap being the sticking point on this bill. We understand that a cap of some sort is
coming and we want to be at the table to help determine what that cap should be and
how it is administered. We have questions on the impact of this cap when the City goes
out for various revenue bonds that are backed by property tax and the potential impact
this may have on our bond rating. Also within our General Fund that is funded by
property tax there are various mills carved out for specific purposes (Library, Airport,
Dial-A-Ride). We are unclear if the caps are intended for these specific mills as well.



Testimony
Written or verbal testimony will be provided for the following bills

Jan. 20-24
HB 1332 — Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025

All of the bills that the City of Grand Forks is tracking can be found online at
www.grandforksgov.com/legislature.



http://www.grandforksgov.com/

