Grand Forks Legislative Committee
Friday, January 24, 2025

Attendees:

Todd Feland, Brandon Bochenski, Tangee Bouvette, Heather Bruley, Dan Gaustad,
Jaxen Bratcher, Ryan Brooks, Shannon Lahaise, Dale Bergman, Lisa Botnen, Maureen
Storstad, Al Grasser, Andy Conlon, Dana Sande

The Grand Forks Legislative Committee participated in the weekly conference call with
the North Dakota League of Cities.

The GF Legislative Committee addressed the following bills:

HB 1332 (Ag Facility Incentive Program)

This bill would provide, through the Department of Agriculture, $30M in an incentive
program for value added agriculture facilities. This bill was heard in the House
Agriculture Committee on Thursday, January 23, 2025 at 2 pm. The City of Grand
Forks provided both written and oral SUPPORT for this bill. This bill passed the House
Agriculture Committee with a DO PASS Vote of 12-2

SB 2225 (Housing for Opportunity, Mobility, & Empowerment program)

This bill is looking to address housing in the state including providing funds to political
subdivisions to help offset infrastructure costs for new housing developments. This bill
will be in the Senate Appropriations — Government Operations Division Committee on
Monday, January 27, 2025 at 2:00 pm. The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill
and will provide written testimony.

HB 1020 (Water Resources)

This is the budget bill for the Dept. of Water Resources which includes funding for the
Red River Valley Water Supply Project and Municipal Water Funds. This bill will be in
the House Appropriations — Education & Environment Division Committee on Tuesday,
January 28, 2025 at 2:00 pm. The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill and will
provide testimony at the committee meeting.

SB 2254 (Public Transportation Funding)

This bill provides grants for fixed route public transportation systems in North Dakota.
This bill will be in the Senate Transportation Committee on Thursday, January 30, 2025
at 2:30 pm. The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill and will provide testimony at
the committee hearing.



HB 1176 (Property Tax Credit)

We see this bill as the vehicle for primary resident property tax relief. We see the 3%
cap being the sticking point on this bill. We understand that a cap of some sort is
coming and we want to be at the table to help determine what that cap should be and
how it is administered. We have questions on the impact of this cap when the City goes
out for various revenue bonds that are backed by property tax and the potential impact
this may have on our bond rating. Also within our General Fund that is funded by
property tax there are various mills carved out for specific purposes (Library, Airport,
Dial-A-Ride). We are unclear if the caps are intended for these specific mills as well.

HB 1141 (Use of Public Services for Political Purposes)

This bill would make it illegal for the City of Grand Forks to support organizations like
the ND League of Cities because the ND League of Cities has taken a political position
at various past elections. It is already illegal for political subdivisions to take political
stances during elections. Organizations like the ND League of Cities or ND Association
of Counties are able to help educate during elections on our behalf. This bill will be in
the House Industry, Business, and Labor Committee on Monday, January 27, 2025 at
10:00 am. The City of Grand Forks OPPOSES this bill.

HB 1577 (Wastewater Infrastructure Grant Program)

This bill would create a Wastewater Infrastructure Grant Program. This bill is scheduled
to be heard in the House Energy and Natural Resources Committee on Thursday,
January 30, 2025 at 9:00 am. The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill.

HB 1419 (First Responders NDPERS)

This will would allow 911 Dispatchers to be included in the NDPERS Public Safety Plan.
This bill will be in the House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee on Thursday,
January 30, 2025 at 9:30 am. The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill and will
provide testimony at committee.

Testimony
Written or verbal testimony will be provided for the following bills

Jan. 27-31

SB 2225 — Monday, January 27, 2025
HB 1020 — Tuesday, January 28, 2025
HB 1419 — Thursday, January 30, 2025
SB 2254 — Thursday, January 30, 2025



All of the bills that the City of Grand Forks is tracking can be found online at
www.grandforksgov.com/legislature.



http://www.grandforksgov.com/

