CITY OF

GRAND Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes

FO

Rl@ January 8, 2025, 5:30pm - City Council Chambers
N

3" Floor City Hall, 255 N 4% Street

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission will meet at the above date and time. Any member of
the public seeking to submit comments relating to an Agenda item or public hearing may do so in person at the meeting
or should submit their comments to www.grandforksgov.com/councilcomments or call 701-746-2661 for further
information. All online comments received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the meeting day will be considered part of the record
of the meeting as if personally presented.

1.
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Roll Call
X_Arel _X Budke _X Klava _X Kuhn _X Holt _X Matson _X Reichert __ Sande _X Wasvick

Reading and Approval of Minutes for December 4, 2024, meeting.
e Agenda Item Map

Motion by Reichert, second by Budke to approve minutes as submitted. Motion
carried unanimously

Public Hearings, Final Approvals, Petitions, and Minor Changes
Plat of Danks Fourth Resubdivision, located at 1600 S 42" Street.

Johnson informed commissioners this request was heard last month. This layout will allow
for development of the Altru Sports Complex as well as the future Children’s Museum.
Since last month’s meeting, there has been a change to the access control along 17"
Avenue South. The access control has been shortened to 180 feet to enable a right-in
access to the Children’s Museum along 17" Avenue South. Johnson explained that this was
found feasible and would not cause significant traffic issues.

Budke disclosed he would like to request recusal on this item. Kuhn made a motion to
recuse Budke, second by Arel. Motion carried unanimously.

Public hearing opened. No comments. Public hearing closed.

Motion by Matson, second by Kuhn for approval of staff recommendation. Motion
carried unanimously with Budke recused.

Resolution for access control variance to Subdivision Regulations for lot 1, block 1,
Shadyridge 10" Resub, located at 5807 Adams Drive.

Edwardson informed commissioners the homeowners are looking to amend the access
control that was originally platted for Shadyridge Court, the public right away on the north
side of the property. The current access control has restricted a driveway to the Southwest
corner of the lot which strictly limits potential layouts for the home and driveway for this


http://www.grandforksgov.com/councilcomments
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corner lot. Shadyridge Court is a local roadway which does have some parameters they
have to abide by.

Public hearing opened. No comments. Public hearing closed.

Motion by Reichert, second by Arel for final approval of staff recommendation.
Motion carried unanimously.

Replat of Lot 2, Block 1, Matejcek Second Addition, located at 4326 N Columbia Road.

Brooks informed commissioners this request is a minor replat which splits Lot 2 into two
different lots, Lots A & B. The property lies outside city limits but within the City’s 2-mile ET
zone. The owner is looking to sell the portion of the parcel that houses the farmstead and
Lot B would be developed with one single family detached house as rural residential. The
request does not meet the current density limits set forth in the city code of one residential
unit per 40-acre density. Approval of the plat would be allowing two residential units
between the 32 acres, which would be a variance to the one residential unit allowed per 40
acres in all ET areas.

Reichert made a comment that the lots to the North are 5 acres, not the minimum 15 acre
lots. Brooks informed them that this one met the 2.5 acre but didn't meet the density.
Other lots to the North were prior to the rule.

Public hearing opened.

Phil Kramer - 2696 Fox Farm Road. Kramer is the Falconer Township Supervisor. The
township zoning requirements are at least a 2.5-acre lot. Kramer stated that this 15/16-acre
replat would not be an issue as far as the Township is concerned.

Frank Matejcek - 4150 Columbia Rd N. Matejcek provided background information to
commissioners of when the ET first came out with the required 5-acre lots and when they
rewrote the code to have those lots down to 2.5 acres. Matejek suggested to
commissioners to look into the 1 in 40 and make the code for the ET consistent with the
county.

Public hearing opened. No comments. Public hearing closed.

Motion by Reichert, second by Matson for final approval of staff recommendation.
Motion carried unanimously.

Appeal to Corridor Overlay District Requirements, located at 4402 16™ Avenue N.

Brooks introduced this item to commissioners. This property is just North of McDonalds on
Gateway Drive. The owners are looking to appeal the design requirements along the
corridor overlay and have only one material type along the side visible from the corridor.
The original request was 50% of allowable materials with brick.
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Matson clarified with staff that what staff recommendation was. Brooks clarified that the
staff recommendation was denial of the appeal.

Budke commented on the single elevation of the building and the requirement does not
apply to the other faces of the building.

Public hearing opened.
Mike Opp - 3820 Fairview Dr. Opp stated they are asking for this appeal because the
building will look better with all 4 sides the same. The elevation with the brick does not look

beautiful.

Brooks informed commissioners that internal to the site, you will not see the brick. It will
only be from the corridor.

Public hearing closed.

Motion by Reichert to approve the appeal to corridor overlay district requirements,
second by Klava.

Budke asked for clarification why the adjacent properties don't have similar materials.
Brooks clarified that the other buildings were preexisting to the corridor overlay
requirements.

Motion approved with Matson dissenting.

Communications and Preliminary Approvals
None.

Reports from the Planning Department
AARP-ND Housing Presentation & Discussion

Brooks introduced, Josh Askvig, AARP State Director. Askvig gave background information
to commissioners about AARP and introduced Samar Jha, Government Affairs Director. The
presentation can be found here:
https://www.grandforksgov.com/home/showpublisheddocument/53861/63872030076
4132695

Budke voiced his agreement that housing affordability is an issue and agreed with the
different factors impacting housing. Budke feels that local government can shine with this
information.

Arel agreed with the information and voiced that she loves the housing initiative. Arel
spoke about incentives going to the builders and her experience with that. Arel would like
to see how the money can go back to the buyer versus the builder. Budke followed up that
it is hard for any new construction to be affordable housing due to construction costs.



Budke encouraged everyone to look at existing building stock and lots that are ready for
redevelopment. Commissioners continued to speak about their experience with building
and seeking new homes that are affordable.

Askvig spoke about financing innovations with missing middle housing. Reichert asked for
information on what AARP hears most often from clients on what type of housing they are
asking for. Asvig informed commissions they are hearing their clients state that they have
no options as the only options are single family homes, an apartment complex, or a
townhome they are not able to afford. Askvig also encouraged commissioners to make
more age friendly design type features part of advancements in the future.

Other Business
Brooks informed commissioners that Mr. Grasser's term on the MPO is up. Reichert made

a motion to appoint Mr. Grasser to the MPO board, second by Kuhn. Motion carried
unanimously.

Adjournment

Reichert adjourned the meeting at 6:41 PM.




