
Grand Forks Legislative Committee 

Friday, January 31, 2025 

 

Attendees: 

Todd Feland, Brandon Bochenski, Tangee Bouvette, Tami Lazur, Dan Gaustad, Jaxen 

Bratcher, Ryan Brooks, Shannon LaHaise, Dale Bergman, Lisa Botnen, Candi Stjern, Al 

Grasser, Jason Freedman, Gary Lorenz, Andrea Edwardson, Mike Vatnsdal,  

 

The Grand Forks Legislative Committee participated in the weekly conference call with 

the North Dakota League of Cities.   

 

The GF Legislative Committee addressed the following bills: 

 

HB 1332 (Ag Facility Incentive Program) 

This bill would provide, through the Department of Agriculture, $30M in an incentive 

program for value added agriculture facilities.  This bill was heard in the House 

Agriculture Committee on Thursday, January 23, 2025 at 2 pm.  The City of Grand 

Forks provided both written and oral SUPPORT for this bill.  This bill passed the House 

Agriculture Committee with a DO PASS Vote of 12-2.  This bill is currently in House 

Appropriations with committee work scheduled for Monday, February 3, 2025 at 9:00 

am 

 

HB 1613 (Law Enforcement use of drone or robot) 

This bill would prohibit local law enforcement from using a drone or robot without a 

warrant.  The City of Grand Forks OPPOSES this bill as it could potentially put our law 

enforcement officials in harms way.  Bomb Squad for example.  This bill will be in the 

House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 11:30 am.  The City of 

Grand Forks will provide testimony in opposition to this bill. 

 

SB 2376 (Tribal Gaming in Grand Forks County) 

This bill would allow the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa to expand their tribal 

gaming to Grand Forks County.  This bill will be in the Senate Judiciary Committee on 

Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at 9:00 am.  The City of Grand Forks will provide 

testimony in SUPPORT of this bill. 

 

HB 1306 (Open Records Requests Fees) 

This bill would waive the fee on open records requests for each person requesting once 

a year.  This bill will in the House Government & Veterans Affairs Committee on 

Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 9:00 am.  The City of Grand Forks OPPOSES this bill. 

 



SB 2254 (Public Transportation Funding) 

This bill provides grants for fixed route public transportation systems in North Dakota.  

This bill was in the Senate Transportation Committee on Thursday, January 30, 2025 at 

2:30 pm.  The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill and  provided testimony at the 

committee hearing. 

 

HB 1605 (Drinking Water Fluoride) 

This bill would prohibit the addition of Fluoride in drinking water.  This bill will be heard 

in the House Human Services Committee on Monday, February 3, 2025 at 10:00 am.  

The City of Grand Forks OPPOSES this bill and will submit testimony.  We feel this is a 

local issue and not a state issue. 

 

HB 1537 (Water Agreements) 

This bill would protect political subdivisions that have been operating under a water 

service agreement.  This bill will be in the House Political Subdivisions Committee on 

Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 11:00 am.  The City of Grand Forks SUPPORTS this bill 

and will provide testimony at the committee hearing.  

 

SB 2398 (Base Encroachment) 

This bill would create a Military Compatibility Commission to address land use in a 25 

mile radius around military bases.  This bill will be in the Senate Agriculture and 

Veterans Affairs Committee on Thursday, February 6, 2025 at 2:30 pm.   

 

Testimony 

Written or verbal testimony will be provided for the following bills 

 

Feb. 3 - 7 

HB 1605 – Monday, February 3, 2025 

HB 1613 – Tuesday, February 4, 2025 

SB 2376 – Wednesday, February 5, 2025 

HB 1537 – Thursday, February 6, 2025 

 

 

All of the bills that the City of Grand Forks is tracking can be found online at 

www.grandforksgov.com/legislature.   

http://www.grandforksgov.com/

