
Base Retention & Investment Committee 

Wednesday, February 5, 2025 

 

Welcome from City Council President Dana Sande 

 

GF Air Force Base – Col. Monroe 

9 B1 Bombers have arrived at the Grand Forks Air Force Base.  Another 8 bombers still 

need to arrive. There are about 600 airmen in Grand Forks with the bombers. 

The State of the Base will be on Wednesday, March 5th.  The base will also be attending 

Grand Forks Day at the legislature in early March.  This includes the Grand Forks Air 

Force Base addressing both the House and the Senate at the State Legislature on 

Thursday, March 6th. 

There have been many visits from officials in Washington DC including Deputy Chief of 

Staff for Operations for the US Air Force Gen. Spain and Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans 

and Programs Gen. Tabor. 

 

Civic Leaders – Bruce Gjovig 

Received an update on ND SB 2398 regarding encroachment around military facilities in 

the State of ND.  (since the BRIC meeting, this bill has passed the Senate and will now 

move on to the House) 

Continuing to work on the Arctic Mission. 

Discussed visit to Robins Air Force Base. 

The UAS Summit has been scheduled for Oct. 14-15 at the Alerus Center. 

 

Military Affairs Committee – Tim Haddock 

Had a meeting with base leadership on the MAC Goals. 

Hosted a B1 welcome event on Tuesday, February 18th in downtown Grand Forks. 

The MAC golf tournament will be on July 24th. 

 

Altru Health System – Todd Forkel 

Made the transition to the New Hospital in January.  They had to move 180 patients. 



They will now start the work on demolition of the old hospital.  The demo work will take 

about a year. 

The purchase of the hospital in Devils Lake will close on March 1st. 

 

Grand Forks County – Gracie Lian 

Bob Rost is the new BRIC rep for the GF County Commission 

The commission has put a moratorium on wind and solar farms in GF County. 

Continuing to work on the staffing plan for the fire station at Grand Sky 

Will work with the base and local stakeholders on a tabletop exercise. 

Northrup Grumman continues to work on the Range Hawks.  Hope to be flying by the 

end of the year. 

General Atomics continues to have representatives from the UK training at GA.  Also 

receiving interest from other international customers on training.   

 

State of North Dakota – Ev Dunnick 

The Federal Radar Data Agreement has been signed. 

 

Grand Forks Public Schools – Dr. Terry Brenner 

Following legislation in Bismarck that impacts funding for Military School Funding, New 

School Funding and Career Impact Academy Funding. 

 

Congressional Delegation – Tom Brusegaard, Randy Richards & Mary Christy 

Sen. Hoeven is looking forward to the February visit by the Vice Chief of Staff to the US 

Air Force Gen. Slife.  He is also working on cabinet appointments 

Sen. Cramer is Chair of the Airland Subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee. 

Rep. Fedorchak is on the House Energy & Commerce Committee 

 

Economic Development – Keith Lund 

Continuing to work on workforce development including getting retired airmen into our 

job market. 



City of Grand Forks – Dana Sande 

Introduced new GF Police Chief Jason Freedman 

Agristo (Belgium Potato Company) has announced they will be building their first North 

American facility in Grand Forks. 

Cirrus Aircraft has announced an expansion in Grand Forks 

City Council has signed a Letter of Intent with the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa to 

work them on the development of a casino on land the tribe owns south of Grand Forks. 

(Since this meeting a bill to allow the expansion of tribal gaming in Grand Forks County 

failed in the ND Legislature) 

 

Next Meeting 

April 2, 2025 

8:00 am 

The Hive Executive Board Room 

 

 

 


