
 

 
 
 

Planning & Zoning Commission Minutes 
March 5, 2025, 5:30pm – City Council Chambers 
3rd Floor City Hall, 255 N 4th Street 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission will meet at the above date and time. Any member of 

the public seeking to submit comments relating to an Agenda item or public hearing may do so in person at the meeting 

or should submit their comments to www.grandforksgov.com/councilcomments or call 701-746-2661 for further 

information. All online comments received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the meeting day will be considered part of the record 

of the meeting as if personally presented. 

 

1. Roll Call 

___Arel  _X_Budke  _X_Klava  ___Kuhn  _X__Holt _X_Matson  _X_Reichert  _X_Sande  _X_Wasvick 

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes for February 5, 2025, meeting. 

• Agenda Item Map 

 

Motion by Reichert, second by Klava to approve minutes as submitted. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

3. Public Hearings, Final Approvals, Petitions, and Minor Changes 

 

3-1  Plat of Korynta-Lemm Seventh Resubdivision, located at 1910 North 52nd Street, with Street 

& Highway Ordinance dedication. 

 

 Grasser informed commissioners this request is to make sure this development has an 

adequate-sized pond servicing the area. The plat has a rededication of 10’ utility easement 

along the east side of the lot. 

 

Public hearing opened. No comments. Public hearing closed. 

 

Motion by Reichert, second by Matson for approval of staff recommendation.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3-2 Ordinance to amend zoning map – rezoning from B-3 General Business District to R-4 

Multi-Family Residence District for Lot A, Block 51, Alexander & Ives’ Addition, located at 

1027 North 5th Street.   

 

 Edwardson informed commissioners this is the final approval for the rezoning request. The 

current zoning for this lot is B-3 General Business. Staff encourages the continuation of 

existing housing and is recommending approval of the rezoning to bring the property 

under the neighborhood residential R-4 zoning, which would bring it into conformity and 

allow for financing and improvements. 

 

Public hearing opened. No comments. Public hearing closed. 

 

http://www.grandforksgov.com/councilcomments


 

Motion by Reichert, second by Budke for approval of staff recommendation.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

4. Communications and Preliminary Approvals 

 

4-1 Ordinance to amend City of Grand Forks Chapter 18 Land Development Code Section 18-

0101 relating to membership of the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 

Brooks informed commissioners that this request came from the City Council after 

discussions regarding proposed North Dakota Legislation regarding city projects around 

the Grand Forks Air Force Base. This proposed position would be a non-voting member of 

the Planning & Zoning Commission. This would allow for the military to provide comments 

on the items in front of the commission. Brooks explained that this position would be 

similar to the ex-officio city engineer spot. Staff are looking for preliminary approval tonight 

and will bring this item back next month for final approval. 

 

Reichert wants to know if this request came from the Air Force if they are aware of this 

potential position. Brooks stated that he does not have that information but knows that 

this request has come out of the state legislation bill to make sure the air bases are 

protected. Wasvick expressed frustration with not having all of the information on this 

item. Sande explained that the bill was an effort to put together a committee who would 

then be tasked with any development that happens within a certain mile radius of an Air 

Force Base which would have impeded on the City of Grand Forks and how it grows and 

develops. Sande explained that it was not passed by the House, so this is a way to be sure 

that the Air Force base has a voice to raise concerns and this is something that is welcomed 

by our Governor.  

 

Brooks informed commissioners it was the Senate Bill 2398 and Grand Forks Commander 

did provide testimony so they are aware of this. That version has been amended.  Sande 

stated that the way it is amended is that it can increase the area or decrease the area.  

Sande provided her experience of being on the school board and having a member of the 

Air Force on this board as well. Sande does not see any drawbacks to this, it will help create 

a better relationship, so everyone is on the same page. Wasvick would like to further 

understand the reasoning behind this request or what the intentions are. 

 

Motion by Reichert, second by Sande for approval of staff recommendation.   

 

Budke clarified that this item is just to add a non-voting member to this body. Matson 

would like to know if they need language of who will be appointing this member and if it 

needs to be defined up front. Brooks informed commissioners it would be up to the 

Commander if it will be themselves as the ex-officio or send a designee.  

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

5. Reports from the Planning Department 

 

5-1 Monthly Update 



 

 

Edwardson presented the monthly update. Site plans under review are UND Housing 

Parking Lot, MAK Contractor Shops & Storage Units, and Rossten Auto Addition. Winship 

Elementary Addition site plan has been approved. Edwardson highlighted on the MPO 

Grand Valley Pedestrian Study update and stated that City Council has received and filed 

the study.  

 

5-2 Legislative Update  

 

Edwardson updated commissioners on bills 2398, HB 1500, 2254, and 2225.  

 

5-3 Non-Conforming Ordinance Change Discussion 

 

Edwardson presented the non-conforming ordinance change to commissioners. 

Presentation can be found here: 

https://www.grandforksgov.com/home/showpublisheddocument/54389/63876347586

7395520.  

 

Reichert presented a scenario as the Red Pepper is non-conforming as it is a business in a 

residential area. Edwardson explained that they are not able to enlarge the restaurant 

portion. With the change of code, if it were to be damaged more than 50% it would not be 

permitted in that district. Edwardson further explained that staff would work with 

businesses who are in that situation on what the process would to appeal those decisions. 

Reichert wants to better understand the impact of what this code change will have. 

 

Edwardson spoke further on the existing single family non-conforming properties. A 

subcommittee to further discuss this and make changes to code was formed. The 

members of the subcommittee are Budke, Holt, and Reichert. Commissioners made a 

unanimous decision to hold on code change until they are able to also make a decision on 

what to do with the single family non-conforming properties.   

 

6. Other Business 

 

7. Adjournment  

 

Reichert motioned to adjourn the meeting, Budke seconded the motion. Meeting 

adjourned at 6:24PM. 

 

 

https://www.grandforksgov.com/home/showpublisheddocument/54389/638763475867395520
https://www.grandforksgov.com/home/showpublisheddocument/54389/638763475867395520

