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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

March 17, 2025 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota met in Council Chambers on Monday, March 
17, 2025, 5:30 p.m. with Vice President Weigel presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members 
Weigel, Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein - 7; absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
 PRESENTATION – GATE CITY HOME IMPROVEMENT 
 PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM  
 
Representatives from Gate City Bank provided information on the Home Improvement Partnership 
Program that the city partners with Gate City on.  The program has $2 million in funds available to lend to 
homeowners needing to make repairs or improvements to their residential properties.  He program has been 
in existence since 2020 and provided $927,000 to 29 applicants in 2024, with an average project cost of 
$32,000.   
 
 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
John Bernstrom, Public Information Officer, provided information on upcoming bills that fall within the 
city legislative priorities. 
 
(Mayor Bochenski joined the meeting virtually) 
 
 PROJECT 8823, RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
 INTERSECTION OF DEMERS AVE AND 42ND STREET 
 
Dave Kuharenki, Asst. City Engineer, Mike Johnson with NDDOT and Chris Dahl with Bolton Menk 
provided information to the City Council on the project that will reconstruct the intersection of Demers Ave 
and 42nd Street to include a grade separated crossing under the railroad tracks for north/south traffic and 
change the layout for east/west traffic on Demers.  The State announced that they will contribute an 
additional $20 million to this project , which is estimated to have a total cost of $92 million,  The project is 
currently at 90% design and anticipate bidding this fall, with a 2 year construction timeline. The design 
selected by NDDOT based on recommendation of the city was the jug handle design.  Council Members 
expressed appreciation to the State for their additional contribution. 
 
 APPROVED 2024 CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL  
 PERFORMANCE AND EVALUATION REPORT  
 (CAPER) & CSG ANNUAL REPORT 
 
City Council held a public hearing with no comments received on the 2024 Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) & CSG Annual Report.  It was moved by Council Member 
Sande and seconded by Council Member Berg to receive and file the reports.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
 ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 4904, DEDICATED ON THE  
 PLAT OF KORYNTA-LEMM SEVENTH RESUBDIVISION 
 
City Council held a public hearing, with no comments received, on an ordinance to amend the Street and 
Highway Plan to include the public rights-of-way shown as dedicated on the plat of Korynta-Lemm Seventh 
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Resubdivision to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota and consideration of the final approval of the plat.  
It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Fridolfs to give final 
approval of Ordinance No. 4904 and the plat.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 4906, RELATING TO  
 ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY TO BE INCLUDED 
 IN KORYNTA-LEMM SEVENTH RESUBDIVISION 
 
City Council held a public hearing, with no comments received, on adoption of an ordinance to annex lands 
described as: a parcel of land, being a portion of Block 5 of Korynta-Lemm Subdivision and a portion of 
Lot 2, Block 6 of the Replat of Block 6, Korynta-Lemm Subdivision, Grand Forks, North Dakota.  It was 
moved by Council Member Vein and seconded by Council Member Lunski to adopt Ordinance No. 4906.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4905, AMENDING THE 
 ZONING MAP, ALEXANDER & IVES’ ADDITION 
 
City Council held a public hearing, with no comments received, on adoption of an ordinance to amend the 
zoning map to rezone and exclude from B-3 General Business District and to include within R-4 Multi-
Family Residence District, Lot A, Block 51, being a replat of Lots 3-7, Block 51, Alexander & Ives’ 
Addition, to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota, located at 1027 North 5th Street.  It was moved by 
Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Berg to adopt Ordinance No. 4905.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY  
 OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT NO. 8862, DISTRICT NO. 788 
 
City Council considered the Resolution of Necessity for Project No. 8862, District No. 788, Reconstruction 
of 2nd Ave N (Columbia Rd to N 23rd St), with a report from the City Auditor that no protests have been 
received.  It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Lunski to adopt a 
resolution determining an insufficiency of protest for the project.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY  
 OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT NO. 8838, DISTRICT NO. 786 
 
City Council considered the Resolution of Necessity for Project No. 8838, District No. 786, Paving Career 
Dr (N 42nd St – N 43rd St), with a report from the City Auditor that no protests have been received.  It was 
moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Lunski to adopt a resolution 
determining an insufficiency of protest for the project.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Osowski moved and Council Member Berg seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Approved Public Health Infrastructure Grant allocation to accept funds into our community to bolster  
Infrastructure for public health in the amount of $276,662 through 2027, along with associated budget 
amendment. 
 
2) Approved applications for property tax exemptions to residential and commercial buildings for increased 
value due to remodeling or renovation of various properties for 5 years:  2011 S Washington St $2,304; 
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2124 Gateway Dr $1,728; 1910 S 38th St $962; 1322 S 19th St $593; 1708 Drees Dr $741; 2610 University 
Ave $2,368; 2015 Oak St $3,259; 2573 24th Ave S $3,481; and 815 15th Ave S $1,333. 
 
3) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8859, South End Drainway Flood Pond Expansions. 
 
4) Approved plans and specifications and authorize advertising for bids for Project No. 8917, 2025 Bridge 
Rehab 
 
5) Awarded bids for Project No. 8840, Microseal S Washington St (Hammerling Ave to Demers Ave) to 
Asphalt Surface Technologies Corporation in the amount of $212,848.55, contingent upon review of bids 
by the NDDOT. 
 
6) Approve construction engineering agreement with CPS, Ltd for construction administration engineering 
services in the amount not to exceed $310,000 for Project #8722, Reconstruct N 4th St (1st – 2nd Ave N)   
 
7) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8872, 2025 Watermain Replacement 
 
8) Adopted a resolution to approve plans and specifications for Project No. 8927, District No. 791, 
Reconstruct & CPR on 24th Ave S (S Columbia Rd to 34th St) 
 
9) Adopted a resolution to award the contract for Project No. 8838, District No. 786, Paving Career Drive 
(N 42-N 43 St), to Strata Corporation in the amount of $723,643.95 
 
10) Adopted a resolution to award the contract for Project No. 8862, District No. 788, Reconstruct 2nd Ave 
N (Columbia Rd – N 23rd St), to Strata Corporation in the amount of $1,657,132.91 
 
11) Adopted a resolution to approve plans and specifications for Project No. 8884.1-.5, District Nos. 793.1-
.5, Mill & Overlay for Near Northside Neighborhood; Minnesota Ave (S 4th St to mid-block between S 5th 
St and S 6th St); S 3rd St (Kittson Ave – RR) S 4th St (Demers to Kittson Ave) & Kittson Ave (S 3rd St to S 
4th St); Spruce Ct and 32nd Ave S (Belmont Rd to E Elmwood Dr); and N 8th St (1st Ave N to 2nd Ave N) 
 
12) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8880, 2025 Asphalt Street Repairs 
 
13) Approved plans and specifications for Project Nos. 8881, 8882, and 8883, 2025 Concrete Street 
Repairs/Subdivision Concrete Street Repairs/Arterial Streets Concrete Rehab 
 
14) Approved purchase of 4 – 35’ buses for replacement of 2010 vehicles through a piggyback off the State 
of Washington contract, which is approved by the DOT, in the amount of $644,596 each to be funded 85% 
FTA Section 5339 funds in the amount of $2,192,848 and 15% local match funding of $386,976 paid from 
the public transportation budget.  
 
15) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8939, Ventilation Project at Lift Stations 1, 15, 16, 19, 21 and 40, 
to McFarlane, Inc. in the amount of $98,800. 
 
16) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8956, 2025 Stormwater Pond Cleaning, to Bohlman Trenching 
Services, Inc in the amount of $34,840. 
 
17) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8957, 2025 Stormwater Ditch Cleaning, to Bohlman Trenching 
Service, Inc in the amount of $46,150. 
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ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1) Discussed resolutions authorizing the issuance of Refunding Improvement and Refunding IMpovement 
Refunding Bonds, Series 2025A(SRF) in the amount of $7,518,000. These bonds will appropriate additional 
special assessments of $4,352,000 to finance the construction of the storm pond and outfall pipe, phase 2 
Project No. 8485.2 and trunk storm sewer in the Hwy 81 area, Project No. 8729, along with refunding the 
original bond, 2023B which was issued to finance the construction of a Storm Pond for the Hwy 81 and 
Associated Area, Project No. 8485.  City Council discussed the infrastructure being installed and the 
previously approved funding through special assessments, that the infrastructure is being sized to 
accommodate any future industrial development and the other adjacent properties, and that the project is 
being done in phases with the amount of phase 2 being added into the SRF financing, which is a 2% interest 
rate for 25 years.   While this would be a site that could accommodate the potential Agristo development, 
there has not been a commitment to this site at this time.  It was moved by Council Member Sande and 
seconded by Council Member Fridolfs that the resolutions be approved.  Motion passed 6-1, with Council 
Member Osowski dissenting.  
 
2) Discussed an ordinance to amend the text of the Land Development Code Section 18-0101, relating to 
membership of the Planning & Zoning Commission to include an ex-officio member, the Grand Forks Air 
Force Base Commander or their designee.  It was noted that the GFAFB is an asset to the community and 
region and that providing an opportunity for input from them would be a benefit to the community and 
GFAFB.  It was moved by Council Member Sande and seconded by Council Member Osowski to give 
preliminary approval and introduce the ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
3) Discussed a proposed ordinance to amend City Code to create a Class 8.4 Special Alcoholic Beverage 
License to serve Albrecht Field.  The proposed license would mirror the existing license for Kraft Field, 
with one modification to allow both beer and wine to be served.  The license would only be issued to the 
concessionaire that is selected by the University of North Dakota to operate at the field.  It was moved by 
Council Member Sande and seconded by Council Member Osowski to give preliminary approval and 
introduce the ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
4) Discuss a request to amend the section of City Code relating to maximum allowable fees for towing 
operators providing the service removing unauthorized vehicles from private property lots that are 
appropriately signed.  It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Lunski 
to table this item for two months.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
5) Discussed award of contract for Project No. 8921, District No. 612, Hwy 81 & Associated Area Sanitary 
Sewer, Phase III.  Staff recommends award to Molstad excavating in the amount of $2,597,538.75, noting 
that they were the only bidder, the bid was 30% over engineers estimate, which appears to be due to pricing 
for the casing pipe.  Special Assessments for this project will be paid by the City except for 1 privately 
owned lot, as was the agreed upon funding for the project.  Financing through the SRF program will be 
utilized.  City funds to pay its share of special assessments comes from rates in the utility fund.  It was 
moved by Council Member Sande and seconded by Council Member Vein to adopt a resolution awarding 
the contract to Molstad Excavating. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
6) Discussed award of contract for Project No. 8926, District No. 615, 27th Ave N Storm Sewer.  Low 
bidder was J.R. Ferche, Inc. in the amount of $2,180,436.74.  While this contractor has not recently done 
work in Grand Forks, references have been checked, they are a regular contractor in the Fargo area and 
staff recommends awarding them the contract.  It was moved by Council member Osowski and seconded 
by Council Member Berg to adopt a resolution to award the contract to J.R. Ferche Inc, along with approval 
of any necessary budget amendment.  Motion passed unanimously.  
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7) Considered bid award for Project No. 8878 and 8879, 20225 City Sidewalks and ADA Curb Ramps, 
with staff recommending award to low bidder Tony Anderson Construction, Inc in the amount of 
$564,420.00, which was 1% below engineer’s estimate.  It was noted that there was one rejected bid due to 
a contractors license issue which is not a waiveable defect under ND State Law. City Council could reject 
bids and rebid, however its unclear whether that would provide a better result.  Types of installation of the 
ADA ramps was discussed and the variation in material and color that has been used.  Materials will be 
metal moving forward as the plastic has not held up historically. Some color difference does occur as either 
yellow, which is standard,  or patina, which the state frequently uses.  It was moved by Council Member 
Osowski and seconded by Council Member Berg to approve staff recommendation.  Motion carried 6-1, 
with Council Member Sande dissenting.  
 
8) Considered an increase in fares for Public Transportation.  Discussion included comments on history of 
fares, including that they have not been reviewed or increased since 2013.  It was noted that there are various 
agencies that purchase tickets and provide to their clients at a reduced rate, which can assist those that have 
financial hardship and need to utilize the service.  It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded 
by Council Member Vein to approve an increase and set fares at Cash Fares Adult $2.00, K-12 Youth $1.00, 
and Senior/Disabled $0.80; 10-ride Card Adult $17.50, K-12 Youth $8.350, and Senior/Disabled $7.00; 1-
Day pass for all riders $6.50; 14-Day Pass for al riders $21.00; Monthly pass for all riders $40.00; Summer 
Youth Pass $21.00; Paratransit $4.00.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
9) Considered approval of the Public Transportation Supplemental Purchasing Policy.  The policy has been 
updated to be consistent with federal and city policies, been reviewed by FTA and the City Finance 
Department and is recommended for approval.  It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded 
by Council Member Vein to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
10) Received an update on the Grand Forks (GFK) Air Service Expansion Project and considered approval 
of a Phase 2 Agreement with The Meehan Aviation Group (TMAG).  Todd Feland, City Administrator, and 
representatives of TMAG provided information on work that has been done on the Air Service Expansion 
project, through which the City was selected to receive a small air service grant which is moving forward 
under the Trump administration.  Phase 2 Task Order in the amount of $68,500.00 will continue the work 
to bring in more flights and air carriers to Grand Forks.  It was moved by Council Member Fridolfs and 
seconded by Council Member Vein to approve the Phase 2 Task Order with The Meehan Aviation Group 
in the amount of $68,500.00.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
11) Considered approval of the Detailed Design and Procurement Package #1 for the Altru Sports Complex 
and approval of plans and specifications for Project No. 8933, District No. 792, for Altru Sports Complex 
paving, storm sewer, and sitework, as well as adoption of a Resolution Authorizing solicitation of Bids for 
Temporary Financing.  City Council received an update on the project, including the scope that is proposed 
to be included in Bid Package GMP #1: foundations, footings, insulation waterproofing, building 
construction (Structural steel framing, metal roofing and flooring) building enclosure and site infrastructure.  
Based on the current economic climate and some materials that could be price effected, bidding these items 
out front is recommended.  Information was provided on the benefit to splitting the bidding into two 
packages, which will provide hard costs for 50% of the project and allow for refinement of the budget with 
actual rather than estimated information.  The proposed timeline for bidding and award was reviewed.   
 
Maureen Storstad, Finance Director, provided information on the proposed timeline for securing temporary 
financing for the project, with an overall total final financing still set at $100 million, and why that figure 
is the recommended maximum bonding level for the project.  She also reviewed how the sales tax is utilized 
for funding certain parts of the project and how other infrastructure components will be funded.  Council 
Members continued discussion of the proposed bidding, economic effects on the project and proceeding 
now versus delaying until a final detailed package for full bidding of the project in one package could be 
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done.  It was noted that the current estimates put the project within 3% of the targeted budget and by 
proceeding with bidding we will lock down hard numbers on 50% of the project, which will enable 
consideration of any optional amenities for the project and also refinement of the contingencies built into 
the budget.  It was moved by Council Member Sande and seconded by Council Member Berg that the staff 
recommendation to approve detailed design and plans and specifications for procurement package #1and 
the adoption of the resolution for solicitation of temporary financing be approved.  Motion passed 6-1, with 
Council Member Osowski dissenting.  
 
 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:   

• Investment Portfolio Management Summary as of February 28, 2025 
• Tax Incentive Informational Webpage 

 
APPROVE VENDOR LIST  

 
Vendor list 25-07, dated March 17, 2025, in the amount of $1,569,629.38 was presented.  It was moved by 
Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Fridolfs to approve.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the March 3, 2025 City Council meeting were presented. Council Member Osowski moved 
and Council Member Berg seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 CITIZEN COMMENTS – GENERAL 
 
Craig Spicer, 2222 N Washington St, addressed the City Council. 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Member Osowski commented on the book which Mr. Spicer had shared, wished all a Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day, asked that the Tax Incentive Presentation, Rental Program Information Presentation and the 
fluoride conversation be placed on an upcoming agenda.  Feland stated that all would be scheduled for 
upcoming meetings. 
 
Council Member Berg also expressed a desire to have the Tax Incentive information be presented.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Fridolfs to adjourn the meeting at 
7:50 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
       Maureen Storstad  
       City Auditor 
 Approved:    
      
                   Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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