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Grand Forks Regional Airport Authority
Board of Commissioners

• Appointed by City of Grand Forks
− Dane Simonson, Board Chair
− Steve Kuhlman, Board Vice-Chair
− Rebecca Osowski, City Council Representative
− Tony Hodny, Member At-Large

• Appointed by Grand Forks County
− Mark Rustad, County Board Representative
− Tim Mutchler, Member At-Large
− Rick Meland, Member At-Large



2024 Financial Snapshot

Budget Actual
2024 Operating Revenues $  4,658,686.16 $  4,816,338.16
2024 Operating Expenses 4,517,073.00 4,275,813.60
2024 Operating Net Revenue $     141,613.16 $     540,524.56

2024 Capital Revenues $39,425,367.01 $37,332,939.55
2024 Capital Expenses $39,425,367.01 $37,112,135.27
2024 Capital Net Revenue $ 0.00 $     220,804.28

Total Operating, Capital, and Fund Cash Reserves on 12/31/24 = $13,589,923.44

* These are unaudited financials.  Our 2024 Audit is yet to be reviewed and approved.  These 
numbers do not include depreciation.





Crosswind Runway Project Total



Crosswind Runway 9L/27R Ribbon Cutting Event – October 16, 2024



Next up … the Primary Runway Reconstruction

• Project
− Reconstruct Runway 17R/35L due to 

aging pavement (PCI)

• Priorities
− Maintain Safety in High Traffic 

Volume Environment
− Maintain Air Carrier Operations 

during construction

• Estimated Cost
− $75 million total

• $37 million Federal
• $30 million State
• $8 million Local (Airport)



Primary Runway Project Phasing

• Overall Reconstruction split into 
three phases:
− North Portion (2026)
− South Portion (2027)
− Middle Portion (2028)

• Air Carrier aircraft will utilize 
Crosswind Runway during Primary 
Runway Reconstruction

• Full length of Primary Runway will be 
available during non-construction 
season.



2024 Passenger Enplanements



2024 Passenger Load Factors



Small Community Air Service 
Development Grant

$1 million grant to provide Minimum Revenue Guarantee to new airline

Additional $509,000 pledged in community support

Airport Authority providing waived fees of up to $300,000 and $100,000 in 
marketing support of the new service

Community wide collaborative effort to 
attract more service

New Airline / additional hub airport
More competition in the market
More passenger enplanements



UND Aerospace

• Remains at an all-time high for students enrolled and actively flying, with 2,100 
enrolled and 1,600 in the current flight schedule

• For UND FY 2024 (July 1 – June 30) they conducted over 122,000 hours of 
flight training (105,000 in airplanes and helicopters, remainder in simulators).

• October 2024 was the busiest month ever for the GFK Air Traffic Control Tower 
– 41,411 operations for the month. 

• GFK was the 9th busiest airport in the U.S. for the month of October 2024 –
following Chicago, Atlanta, Dallas, Denver, Las Vegas, Charlotte, Los Angeles, 
Phoenix, and ahead of JFK-NY, Houston, Boston, Miami, Seattle, San 
Francisco, La Guardia-NY, Orlando, Philadelphia, and Minneapolis.



New UND Dispatch Building to break ground in 2025



New FAA Air Traffic Control Tower to break ground in 2025





This is an exciting time for GFK!

We are advancing the Airfield Development Program

There is strong community support for air service improvements

Our tenants are planning new major developments of their own



Thank you for your support!
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