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What is the Rental Program

▷ Can be found in Ch.XXI of City Code Article 6 Residential 
Rental Licenses

▷ From research it appears that article 6 originated in January 
of 2006 and was updated in October 2013

▷ Administred by Department of Building Safety
▷ Currently (2) Staff members that perform Rental Inspections 

across city with oversight from the Deputy Building Official 
▷ Should be noted that Rental Inspections are not the only job 

of these staff members 



What is the Rental Program cont.

 Dept’s Administrative Specialist Senior provides 
administrative support as needed

 2024- Change from office scheduling and following violations 
to the (2) Staff members owning their individual areas of the 
city.  i.e. they do all scheduling- inspections- follow up etc. 
Create vital relationships with landlords, management 
companies, citizens (renters) 



What is the Purpose of the Rental Program

21-0601. Purpose.

 (1) The purpose of this article is to protect the public health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the 
city; to ensure that rental units meet safety, health, fire and zoning codes; to require absentee and local landlords to 
correct violations and properly maintain rental property within the city; to maintain a quality of character and 
stability of rental units within the city; to correct and prevent rental housing conditions that adversely affect or are 
likely to adversely affect the life, safety, general welfare and health of the residents of the city; to prevent 
overcrowding of rental units; to assist in enforcing minimum standards for the maintenance of rental units and to 
prevent slum and blight; to assist in establishing and enforcing minimum conduct standards for owners and 
occupants of rental units; to protect the character, use and enjoyment of the neighborhoods throughout the city; 
and to protect the residents and community from discrimination in the provision of rental housing in the city. 



Who needs a Rental License?

21-0603. License required.

It is unlawful for any person, as the owner, manager or other person having control of any rental unit, to lease, rent, 
offer for rent or lease, or permit to be leased, rented or offered for rent or lease, any rental unit within the city unless the
rental unit has been licensed under this article. 

 (Ord. No. 4114, § I, 1-3-06)



Who needs a Rental License? Cont.

21-0602. Definitions.

Dwelling means any building, structure, or enclosure wholly or partly used or intended to be used for living, sleeping, 
cooking, or eating purposes by human occupants, which is rented or offered for rent by any person or persons to any 
other person or persons for use for residential purposes by such other person or persons

Rental means the leasing of a rental unit to a nonowner for a fixed or nonfixed period of time. 

Rental unit means any room or group of rooms located within a dwelling and forming a single habitable unit. 



Who does not need a license?

21-0604. Exemptions.

 (1) The provisions of sections 21-0603, 21-0605, 21-0606, 21-0607, 21-0608, 21-0609, 21-0610 and 21-0611 shall 
not apply to campus dormitory and campus residence facilities; hospitals; nursing homes; retirement homes; 
dwellings having three (3) or more rental units within the same building; hotels; motels; YMCA; church or religious 
based housing units; or homeless and relief housing. 

What makes these different than single family or duplex?

- Single Family and Duplex are built under the (IRC) International Residential Code

- All Exemptions are Built under the (IBC) International Building Code



Fees

 $35.00 Single Family Dwelling
 $70.00 Duplex



By the Numbers 

 1,227 Single Family
 445 Duplexes
 647 Multi-Family ( 3 or More)
• Staff has identified a means to inspect all rentals on a yearly 

basis rather than 5-year rotation.  This includes multifamily, 
but has yet to be implemented

i.e. self inspection or self reporting program i.e management companies-third party inspections 





Most Common Violations

 Smoke Detectors- Missing, Not Working
 CO Detectors- Missing
 GFCI- Outlets



Complaints 

 Not many complaints come in for rentals throughout the city 
(areas can be broken down to where most complaints 
originate from)  *Currently highest around the University 
Area* changes throughout the year

 We do get complaints from renters, but after follow-up it 
ends up being a landlord-renter issue 9 out of 10 times

 Citizen complaints range from not clearing sidewalk-
excessive garbage- potentially too many people living in 
rental- parking on grass



Thanks!
Any questions?

For more information visit: grandforksgov.com
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