
City of Grand Forks 
Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole – April 14, 2025 
City Council – April 21, 2025 

Agenda Item: Application for transfer of Class 5 (Hotel/Motel) Alcoholic Beverage 
License from University Hotel Development, LLC (dba Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks 
- UNC) to GFH Hospitality, LLC (dba Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks)

Submitted by:  Maureen Storstad, Finance Director 
Sherie Lundmark, City Clerk 

Staff Recommended Action: Review and approve application from GFH Hospitality, 
LLC with approval subject to final review of various city departments and payment of 
associated fees. 
Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND:  The Finance Department is in receipt of a request from Thomas Arnot on
behalf of University Hotel Development LLC, dba Hilton Graden Inn Grand Forks - UND, to 
transfer the Class 5 (Hotel/Motel) Alcoholic Beverage License to GFH Hospitality, LLC, dba Hilton 
Garden inn Grand Forks.   

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
• University Hotel Development LLC has operated a Class 5 Hotel/Motel Alcoholic Beverage

License within the City for a number of years.
• They are in the process of a sale of their property and requesting to transfer the license to

the new ownership group.
• GFH Hospitality , LLC has submitted an application for the alcohol license.  They have a

larger corporate ownership, which is included as an attachment, including managing
partners Aaron Johnson 14%, Mark Buccholz 5.82% and Brendan Muldoon 9.66% .
Parties associated with this ownership group operate several hotels in Fargo and West
Fargo, Double Tree West Fargo, Hilton Graden Inn Fargo, and Four Points Fargo, all of
which hold full alcohol licenses.

• Transfers of an alcoholic beverage licenses involve review and approval of various city
departments including: Fire, Police, Health, Building Safety, Finance, and City Attorney.

• City Council approval is required for transfer of an alcoholic beverage license.

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 
• Letter requesting approval of a transfer of the alcoholic beverage license.
• Application from GFH Hospitality, LLC

(Full application is available for review in the Finance Department)

Motion by Weigel, second by Osowski to refer to City Council with a 
recommendation to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Osowski, second by Berg to approve consent agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously

bsalwey
Maureen



T]NIVERSITY HOTEL DEVELOPMENT, LLC
d,/b/a Hilton Garden lnn Grand Forks-Lt'.lD

April2,2025

City of Grand Forks
255 N 4th Street
Grand Forks. ND 58203

sflicensin s.(cl,sr forksgov .cor11

Via Email

Re Poten I Transfer of Alcoholic Beverase Class 5 License for Hilton Carden Inn Grand

ForksfuND

To Whom It May Concern,

I am the sole manager of Universiry Hotel Development, LLC C'UHD)' UHD currently

holds an Alcoholic Beverage class 5 License issued by the city of Grand Forks for use at the

Hilton Garden Inn Grand ForksAIND. This letter confirms that UHD consents to the transfer of

this license to GFH Hospitality LLC C'GFH), if GFH closes on its purchase of the Hilton Garden

Inn. The transfer will take place concurrentty with the closing or as soon thereafter as is practical'

If the purchase does not close, UHD will retain its license'

Ifyou have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to

reach out. You can contact me by phone (608-444-7327) or email (tom(@arnotlaw.com).

Tho D. Arnot
Manager
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License Yean
2025

ype: (See listng of chss W stfached

Alcohol Beverage Class 5

License
herclo)

(Ofrce use only)

License #: 3)o
fuplication is hereby made for a Sunday

alcoholic beverage lic€nse issued by lhe City

of Grand Fori(s pursuant to N.D.C.C. S

5.02.05.1

I--l yes

Euo

Trade Name of Establishment (DBA);

Hilton Garden lnn Grand Forks
Name ofApplicanl {f an LLC, name ot LLc; lf
pafoe,ship, at l€ast 2 pa,'tlers' names: lf corpol'ation,

name of coporation)

GFH Hospitality LLC

ls this a renewal application?

NoE ves4424 S Technology Drive
[4ailing Address:

sa ra@ kaj h osPita I itY. co
EmailAddress:City, State, Zp:

Sioux Falls SD 57106
Business Telephone Number:

Fax Number

Legal Description of Premises:

Hotel4301 James Ray Drive Grand Forks ND 58203
Street Address of Premises:

ground lease with UND
State how the premises is zoned under the Grand Forks zoning

n Phns or diagram aheady on file wih City Engineeis Office

*Plansldiayam nuS depbt all bar and lounge arcas lf a renewal

application and if suMantial changes have been nade, attach updated

Plans or diagram of premises attached

l-l ltew uuitding

Existing facility

Premises to be licensed is:

fl Proposed building

Closest church

Name and Sbeet Address

The Redeemed Chistian Church 2875 32nd Ave S

Closest school (College, Public or

Name and Street Address:

UND

Parochial)Date tjtle acquired (il premises owned

by applicant):

May 1st 2025
TTA

owner:
c EDHMUE BST AEoc oPY LEASFath nowned other cant,bu ldi remlsestf applbyng p

buto eachfollowithe withrovideadn
Phone No.

Ground Lease-see attached
ApStaleStreet Address CityName

UND
Applicant is applying as a:

E lndividuausole Proprietor - Proceed to Page 2 of the Application

E Parfrerstrip - eroceea to Page 3 of he Application

Co ration - Proceed to

LLC - Proceed to Page 5 of the ApPlication

5 of tre

Page I of 12

CITY OF GRAND FOITKS
APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE

255 N.4d,St. Grand Forks, ND 58208 .(Z0t) 716-2620
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