APPROVED & ACCEPTED
by Cilty Council
City of Grand Forks //Wudﬁmé@/

p—— 04/21/2025 Maureen Storstad

GRAND Staff Report City Auditor

Fo s Committee of the Whole - April 14, 2025
- City Council - April 21, 2025
;

Agenda Item: Application for transfer of Class 5 (Hotel/Motel) Alcoholic Beverage
License from University Hotel Development, LLC (dba Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks
- UNC) to GFH Hospitality, LLC (dba Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks)

Submitted by: Maureen Storstad, Finance Director
Sherie Lundmark, City Clerk

Staff Recommended Action: Review and approve application from GFH Hospitality,
LLC with approval subject to final review of various city departments and payment of
associated fees.

Committee Recommended Action: Motion by Weigel, second by Osowski to refer to City Council with a
recommendation to approve. Motion carried unanimously.

Council Action: Motion by Osowski, second by Berg to approve consent agenda.
Motion carried unanimously

BACKGROUND: The Finance Department is in receipt of a request from Thomas Arnot on
behalf of University Hotel Development LLC, dba Hilton Graden Inn Grand Forks - UND, to
transfer the Class 5 (Hotel/Motel) Alcoholic Beverage License to GFH Hospitality, LLC, dba Hilton
Garden inn Grand Forks.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:

¢ University Hotel Development LLC has operated a Class 5 Hotel/Motel Alcoholic Beverage
License within the City for a number of years.

e They are in the process of a sale of their property and requesting to transfer the license to
the new ownership group.

e GFH Hospitality , LLC has submitted an application for the alcohol license. They have a
larger corporate ownership, which is included as an attachment, including managing
partners Aaron Johnson 14%, Mark Buccholz 5.82% and Brendan Muldoon 9.66% .
Parties associated with this ownership group operate several hotels in Fargo and West
Fargo, Double Tree West Fargo, Hilton Graden Inn Fargo, and Four Points Fargo, all of
which hold full alcohol licenses.

o Transfers of an alcoholic beverage licenses involve review and approval of various city
departments including: Fire, Police, Health, Building Safety, Finance, and City Attorney.

o City Council approval is required for transfer of an alcoholic beverage license.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:
e Letter requesting approval of a transfer of the alcoholic beverage license.
e Application from GFH Hospitality, LLC
(Full application is available for review in the Finance Department)
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UNIVERSITY HOTEL DEVELOPMENT, LLC
d/b/a Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks-UND

April 2, 2025

City of Grand Forks

255 N 4th Street

Grand Forks, ND 58203
gflicensing@erandforksgov.com

Via Email

Re: Potential Transfer of Alcoholic Beverage Class 5 License for Hilton Garden Inn Grand
Forks/UND

To Whom It May Concern,

I am the sole manager of University Hotel Development, LLC (“UHD”). UHD currently
holds an Alcoholic Beverage Class 5 License issued by the City of Grand Forks for use at the
Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks/UND. This letter confirms that UHD consents to the transfer of
this license to GFH Hospitality LLC (“*GFH™), if GFH closes on its purchase of the Hilton Garden
Inn. The transfer will take place concurrently with the closing or as soon thereafter as is practical.
If the purchase does not close, UHD will retain its license.

If you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to
reach out. You can contact me by phone (608-444-7327) or email ( tom(@arnotlaw.com).

I}'e gar

Thomas D. Arnot
Manager




CITY OF GRAND FORKS
APPLICATION FOR LIQUOR LICENSE

255 N. 4t2 St, Grand Forks, ND 58203 «(701) 746-2620

. LICENSE INFORMATION. Must be completed for all types of applications -
License Year: License Class/Type: (See listing of class type aftached

2025 hereto) Application is hereby made for a Sunday
(Office use only) Alcohol Beverage Class 5 alcoholic beverage license issued by the City
License #: S TN, ( - of Grand Forks pursuantto N.D.C.C. §
ot VOO : 5.02.05.1
Name of Applicant (Ifan LLC, name of LLC; If Trade Name of Establishment (DBA):
parership, at least 2 pariners' names; lf coporation, | Hilton Garden Inn Grand Forks L3 ves
name of corporation)
FH itali
GFH Hospitality LLC O3 N
Mailing Address: ' Is this a renewal application?
4424 S Technology Drive [ Yes B No
City, State, Zip: ' Email Address:
Sioux Falls SD 57106 sara@kajhospitality.com
Business Telephone Number:
Fax Number.
Street Address of Premises: Legal Description of Premises:

4301 James Ray Drive Grand Forks ND 58203 Hotel

State how the premises is zoned under the Grand Forks zoning ordinance:

ground lease with UND

Premises to be licensed is: X1 Plans or diagram of premises attached
L1 Proposed buiding 3 Plans or diagram already on file with City Engineer's Office
Existing facility
3 New building *Plans/diagram must depict all bar and lounge areas. If a renewal
application and if substantial changes have been made, attach updated
plans/diagram
Date title acquired (if premises owned | Closest school (College, Public or Parochial) Closest church
by applicant): Name and Street Address: Name and Street Address
May 1st 2025 UND The Redeemed Chistian Church 2875 32nd Ave S

If building premises owned by other than applicant, COPY OF LEASE MUST BE ATTACHED.

In addition, please provide the following with respect to each building owner:
Name: Street Address City State Zip Phone No.

UND Ground Lease-see attached
Applicant is applying as a:

1 individual'Sole Proprietor - Proceed to Page 2 of the Application
] Partnership — Proceed to Page 3 of the Application

1 LLC - Proceed to Page 5 of the Application

[ Corporation — Proceed to Page 5 of the Application

Page 1 of 12



GFH Hospitality LLC
Class A

Buchholz Hespitality
Forks Hospitality
Matt Eaton

HMH Properties

AJF Holdings LLC

KKJ Holdings LLC
JAD Investments
Burg & Wentz Hospitality LLC
Kristi Hofer

Scott Hofer

Class B

AJF Holdings LLC-Managing Partner
Mark Buchholz-Managing Partner
Brendan Muldoon-Managing Partner

Total Ownership

Buchholz Hospitality

Dale Buchholz

Steve Norgren

Mark Buchholz-Managing Partner
Brendan Muldoon

Shelly Buchholz

Stacy Herman

Forks Hospitality

Chris and Sharon Gerst

Colin Muldoan

Aaron and Leah Hummel

Mark and Katherin Hardy

Brendan Muldoon-Managing Partner

Matt Eaton

HMH Properties
Newton Development LLC
H&H Investments, LLC

Newton Development LLC
Michael P Hofer
Brendan Muidoon

HE&H Investments, LLC
Hal Heyer

Michael P Hofer

Scott D Hofer

Rachel A Hofer
Michael ] Hofer

AJF Holdings
Aaron Johnson-Managing Partner

KK Holdings
Kevin Johnson

JAD Investmensts
Matt Olson
Steve Olson

Burg & Wentz Hospitality LLC
Amber Burg

Tanner Burg

Chuck and Lola Wentz

Kristi Hofer
Scott Hofer
Mark Buchhalz-Managing Partner

Brendan Muidoon-Managing Partner

22.22%
10.00%
11.11%
14.22%
4%

4%
5.56%
4.44%
222%
2.22%

10%
5%
5%

100.00%

43.83%
43.83%
3.70%
3.70%
2.47%
2.47%

11%
44%
17%
1%
17%
100%

RS

1

100%

50%
16%
16%
16%

2%

Buchholz Hospitality

HMH Percentage
15.00%
15.00%

35.00%
11.200%

11.200%
1.400%
100.000%

100% AJF Holdings

100%

50%
50%

47.50%

47.50%
100.00%

KKJ Holdings

4379 33rd Ave 5 #121

2820'W Latigo Trail Sioux Falls SO 57108

314 Mildred Court Mitchell SO 57301

408 Roberts 5t N #312 Fargo, ND 58102

4381 33rd Ave S #121

0.82%
0.82%
0.55%
0.55%

1.10%
4.40%
1.70%
1.10%
1.70%

2.13%
2.13%

4.98%
1.59%
1.59%
1.59%
0.20%

4.00%

2.78%
2.78%

2.11%
0.22%
211%

2.22%
2.22%






