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City of Grand Forks 

Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole – April 14, 2025 

City Council – April 21, 2025 

Agenda Item: Plans and Specifications for City Project No. 8556 - Grand Forks School Zone 

Speed Minders 

Submitted by: Engineering Department,  David Kuharenko, PE (Assistant City Engineer) 

Carter Hunter, (Civil Engineer, Sr.) 

Staff Recommended Action: Approve Plans and Specifications for City Project No. 

8556 - Grand Forks School Zone Speed Minders and 

any necessary budget amendments 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND: 

The project being proposed by the City of Grand Forks in cooperation with the North Dakota 

Department of Transportation (NDDOT) with a 90% Federal and 10% local cost share consists 

of purchasing five new speed minder signs in Grand Forks school zones and installed by city 

forces.  A speed minder sign is a unit which consists of a sign indicating the posted speed limit, a 

radar unit for determining the speed of the approaching vehicle, a digital display to show the 

vehicle’s current speed, a solar panel, and a battery pack mounted to a pole. The purpose of the 

project is to install dynamic speed minder signs to help reduce unintentional speeding in the 

school zones of: Discovery, Phoenix, and Ben Franklin elementary schools.  

This project has been considered at a number of previous Council/Committee/Public meetings, 

some of which are as follows:  

• This project has been programmed for several years and has been included on the ND

Department of Transportation’s listing for projects eligible for Federal Highway Urban

Funding

• November 16, 2020 – City Council approved applying Highway Safety Improvement

(HSIP) funding and directed staff to submit this approved project to the Grand Forks –

East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Submission to the

NDDOT.

Motion by Berg, second by Lunski to refer to City 
Council with a recommendation to approve. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Motion by Osowski, second by Berg to approve on consent agenda. 
Motion passed unanimously. 

slundmark
Maureen
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• January 6, 2025– City Council approved the Cost Participation, Construction, and 

Maintenance Agreement with the NDDOT. 

 

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
• The project cost share is 90% Federal and 10% Local. 

• The anticipated City share for this project is $4,200. 

• The funding for the local share will be from the Street/Infrastructure Fund 4815 which 

includes $4,000 budgeted for this project. 

• NDDOT is responsible for the materials only bid letting.  

• Sign installation is planned to take place in 2025 with City forces.  

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 

• Project Location Map (1 page) 

• Page 543 of the 2025 City Budget indicating funding source for this project (1 page) 

 



GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA
PROJECT LOCATION MAP

Grand Forks School Zone Speed Minders
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