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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA
April 7, 2025

The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota met in Council Chambers on Monday, April 7,
2025, 5:30 p.m. with Mayor Bochenski presiding. Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel,
Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein - 7; absent: None

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Bochenski commented on various items:
e Informed City Council of a change in leadership at the Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP), that
Shannon LaHaise has separated from the City of Grand Forks. PSAP is now being overseen by the
Fire Department under Chief Lorenz, with Deputy Chief Marcott providing direct oversight. A
more detailed restructuring plan will be coming forward at the Committee of the Whole meeting.
e  Warer meter changeouts are in progress and encouraged all to respond promptly to schedule a time
when they receive the letter that work needs to be done in their area.

PROCLAMATION — FAIR HOUSING MONTH, APRIL 2025
Mayor Bochenski read a proclamation designating April 2025 as Fair Housing Month.
PRESENTATION — ANNUAL HEALTH CHAMPIONS AWARDS

This year’s recipients of the Health Champions Awards were recognized and received awards for their
activities that positively impacted the community. The 2025 recipients were: Mary Ann Devig, Shiloh
Previti, Katy Cavanaugh, Sarah Blackmun, Seana Smart and Casey Pesch.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

John Bernstrom, Public Information Officer, provided information on upcoming bills that fall within the
city legislative priorities.

AGRISTO MEETING AND TOUR UPDATE

Tod Feland, City Administrator, provided a recap of the recent trip to visit Agristo facilities in Belgium.
City participants on the trip were Feland, Dan Gaustad, City Attorney; Council Member Osowski; Lisa
Botnen, Environmental Manager; and Mayor Bochenski. Keith Lund of the EDC also accompanied the
group on the trip. The participants shared information that they learned and observed on the visit and
answered various questions from other City Council Members.

PRESENTATION — GFK ANNUAL REPORT

Ryan Reisinger, Aiport Executive Director, provided information to City Council on airport operations,
recent and planned capital projects, and air service boardings. The group discussed the upcoming main
runway reconstruction which will be a phase project and air service will be able to continue while the
project is being completed due to the construction of the crosswind runway which was recently constructed.
Reisinger noted that in October 2024 GFK was the 9% busiest airport in the US, due to UND student pilots
flights. The group discussed other improvements occurring at the airport such as the new UND dispatch
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building and FAA Air Traffic Control Tower, as well as current consultant work. Discussion also occurred
on general airport operational structure under the independent Airport Authority and consideration of
bringing the airport back underneath the City, as it originally was, including any potential efficiencies and
cost savings that could occur from a consolidation. It was noted that other major cities in ND operate with
their airport as a city department. A study to look at the concept could be completed in a short time period.
Benefits and challenges of an independent entity were discussed.

RENTAL PROGRAM UPDATE

Brandon Boespflug, Director of Building Safety, provided information on the rental licensing program to
the City Council. Information included numbers of rentals, process for inspections, common complaints
received, and challenges with enforcement.

Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded a motion to direct the City
Attorney to draft an ordinance that would provide law enforcement the ability to fine when violations are
noted. Motion passed unanimously.

The group discussed various ways other communities handle rentals including capping the number of
rentals in certain areas. This could lead to freeing up more homes in the entry level market that sometimes
become rentals rather than owner occupied homes, however can also be detrimental if a home owner needs
to relocate and can’t sell their home. It was agreed that more discussion, including getting public feedback
was needed prior to looking at any large changes.

Discussion of how to monitor and track inspections, turnover in ownership of rentals and creation of new
rentals within single family homes was held. Consideration of changes in process was discussed including
looking at how some rentals come about due to changes approved by Board of Adjustment, which does not
flow to City Council and perhaps looking at that process. This item will come back for further discussion
at a future committee meeting.

TAX INCENTIVE PROGRAM PRESENTATION

Todd Feland, City Administrator, and Dan Gaustad, City Attorney, provided and informational presentation
to the City Council outlining the various types of Tax Incentive Programs that are available and their
requirements. Detailed history was provided as well as an overview of the different requirements for each
program. Gaustad also reviewed checklists that are gone through for the various programs to ensure that
all required elements have been completed prior to bringing to City Council for final approval of any
incentive. Once granted incentives are not assignable, so would need to come back to City Council for
approval if there was an ownership change. It was noted that the City has changed over the last several
years to using more payment in lieu of taxes, which can be granted for up to 20 years, versus other incentive
programs and shorter timeframes. Without the use of tax incentive programs, several projects that have
been completed in the city would not have been possible.

HOLD PUBLIC HEARING ON 2025 COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS (CDBG);
APPROVE CONSOLIDATED PLAN (CON PLAN);
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN (CPP); AND
ANALYSIS OF IMPEDIMENTS TO FAIR HOUSING
CHOICE (Al); APPROVE REVISED COMMUNITY
SERVICES GRANT (CSG) PROGRAM DESCRIPTION;
APPROVE REVISED REVERSION OF ASSETS AND
MORTGAGE POLICIES
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City Council held a public hearing, with no comments received on the 2025 Community Development
Block Grants (CDBG); and considered requests to approve the Consolidated Plan (CON PLAN); Citizen
Participation Plan (CPP); and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice (Al); as well as to approve
arevised Community Services Grant (CSG) program description; and approve revised Reversion of Assets
and Mortgage Policies.

Collin Hanson, Community Development, responded to a request he received about adding language into
the documents relating to use of funds for non-permanent residents that are here illegally, that the
consultants on the updates were not willing to respond, as this could be a violation of housing laws and
advised us to seek legal advice. He and Gaustad provided information on various legislation that has
occurred in reference to those here illegally, however none has been related to CDBG federal program.

Council Member Osowski made a motion to amend the documents to add language to comply with recent
state statute on illegal residents. Seconded by Council Member Sande.

It was noted that there may be some preemption of federal law that would not allow this. Hanson noted
that there are other requirements for various programs that already have criteria to qualify for the program.
Since we only address the construction side with programs administered by the City, not programs to
individuals, this wouldn’t apply.

Upon roll call vote, motion failed 1-6, with only Osowski voting in the affirmative.

Council Member Weigel moved to approve as submitted. Motion was seconded by Council Member Berg.
Motion passed 6-1, with Osowski dissenting.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 4907, RELTAING TO
CREATION OF A CLASS 8.4 ALCHOLIC BEVERAGE
LICENSE FOR ALBRECHT FIELD

A public hearing on the proposed ordinance was held, with no comments. Council Member Osowski moved
and Council Member Berg seconded to adopt ordinance 4709, creating a special Class 8.4 Alcoholic
Beverage License for the service of alcohol at Albrecht Field. Motion passed unanimously.

ADOPT RESOLUTIONS DETERMINING
INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST FOR REQUEST
TO VACATE VARIOUS EASEMENTS

City Council opened a public hearing on requests to vacate:

e apooling easement granted to the City of Grand Forks, by Jackie Grass, recorded on October 19,
2009 as Document No. 691356, in the Office of the County Recorder; and
e 2 10.00 feet wide utility easement lying within Korynta-Lemm Sixth Resubdivision.

There were no comments received. It was moved by Council Member Sande and seconded by Council
Member Lunski to adopt resolutions determining an insufficiency of protest on the request and approve the
vacations. Motion passed unanimously.
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ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA

Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Berg seconded to approve the following items on
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.

1)

2)

3)

)

2)

3)

Adopted resolutions approving the plans and specifications for Project Nos. 8703, 8704, 8705, and
8706, District Nos. 595, 357, 596 and 597, Sanitary Sewer, Watermain, Storm Sewer, Storm
Pond/Pump Station & Forcemain for Korynta-Lemm 6™ Resubdivision.

Awarded the contracts for Project Nos. 8873, 8874 and 8875, 2025 Sanitary Sewer, Watermain and
Storm Sewer Repairs, to A & D Excavating in the total amount of $258,885.

Approved purchase of a Public Works Operations Landfill Shredder from ECOVERSE for
$641,450 via Sourcewell contract, authorize staff to secure a 5-year capital lease financing for the
purchase and approve a budget amendment subject to review and approval of the Finance
Department.

ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION

Discussed a vehicle purchase of a Light Duty Truck, a via the 2025 State of North Dakota contract,
from Nelson Auto Center in the net amount of $39,488.00 for the Engineering Department and
surplus of Unit #72, a 2012 Chevrolet Silverado 1500, which is used as a trade-in on this
transaction. Council Member Osowski asked why the type of truck was upgraded for the
replacement. Al Grasser, City Engineer, explained the need to have storage within the vehicle for
various equipment needed for the staff that will utilize the vehicle. Council Member Osowski
moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve the purchase. Motion passed
unanimously.

Discussed proposed enhancements to the area of the flood protection/Greenway system between
47% and 62" Ave S, with a request to table this item until May 19, 2025. Staff explained that a
grant opportunity has become available and if we are successful in the application, would change
the funding for this project. Motion by Council Member Berg, second by Council Member Weigel
to postpone the item to May 19. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussed an amendment to the Inducement Agreement with Epitome Energy increasing the
bonding capacity amount from $140 million to $170 million. It was noted that this is not debt of
the City, Epitome Energy will be issuing bonds through the conduit debt process. The increase
requested is due to project estimates changing. Motion by Council Member Weigel, second by
Council Member Sande to approve the amendment. Motion passed 6-1, with Osowski dissenting.

APPROVE VENDOR LIST AND ENGINEERS ESITMATE

Vendor list 25-08, dated April 7, 2025, in the amount of $3,340,188.48 and Engineer’s Estimate dated
March 31, 2025 in the amount of $5,365,04.87 was presented. It was moved by Council Member Berg and
seconded by Council Member Lunski to approve. Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVE MINUTES

Minutes from the March 17, 2025 City Council meeting were presented. Council Member Lunski moved
and Council Member Berg seconded to approve. Motion passed unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS — GENERAL

Dennis Denault, 1319 University Ave, addressed the City Council.
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS

Feland informed the City Council that Altru Sports Complex bids will be open this Thursday and will be
brought to the April 28 COW and May 5 City Council meeting for review and award. Along with the
construction bids, bids for the interim financing will also be presented. He also stated that a presentation
relating to fluoride in the water system will be placed on the April 21 City Council meeting.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

Council Member Osowski commented on an item that was approved at the JDA meeting relating to
Huntsville Properties FlexPACE loan and questioned if they were eligible for the loan program as they are
not a primary sector business. It was explained that they are a related corporation that holds the property
for Young Manufacturing Inc which is a primary sector certified company. Osowski requested further
information and consideration of potential reconsideration of the action taken to approve the loan. Gaustad
replied that any reconsideration would need to be done at the next JDA meeting. Feland stated that staff
would follow-up with information related to item.

Council Member Osowski also commented on the rabbit problem in her neighborhood and expressed
interest in looking at ways to address this in the city.

Council Member Berg expressed appreciation for the recent Hand on Learning Fair and great event for all
ages in the community.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Council Member Sande and second by Council Member Osowski to adjourn the meeting at 9:30
p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen Storstad

City Auditor
Approved:

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor
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