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Agenda Item: Camping Ordinance

Prepared by: Brett A. Johnson, Deputy Chief, Grand Forks Police Department
Dan Gaustad, City Attorney
Submitted by: Jason Freedman, Chief of Police, Grand Forks Police Department

Staff Recommended Action: Recommend passing a Camping ordinance to assist the police
department in ensuring safety and quality of life throughout the City of Grand Forks.

Committee Recommended Action:

Motion by Osowski, second by Lunski to refer to City Council with a recommendation to
approve. Motion carried 6-1 with Berg dissenting.

Council Action:  Motion by Osowski, second by Lunski to approve on consent agenda.
Motion carried 6-1 with Berg dissenting.

BACKGROUND:

The Grand Forks Police Department is faced with instances where people have established
camp sites in the Greenway, parks, and elsewhere in the city. These sites create potential health
and safety risks and can be associated with negative behaviors including disturbances, trash/refuse,
noise, disorderliness and etc. Our ability to deal with these situations is hampered by the lack of
an ordinance specifically prohibiting such activities.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:

Currently, the police department typically relies upon trespassing or park ordinances to
address camping issues. However, these are not always the best fit as they do not specifically cover
camping on public property, sidewalks, streets, alleyways, and adjacent areas. An ordinance
prohibiting camping would allow a more legally precise method of enforcement and would
improve safety and vitality throughout the city.

Other cities in North Dakota, including Fargo and Bismarck, have recently adopted similar
ordinances. The proposed ordinance is generally similar to the ordinances in place in Fargo and
Bismarck. Additionally, the United States Supreme Court recently issued its decision in City of
Grants Pass, Oregon v. Johnson, 603 U.S. 520 (2024). In that case, individuals experiencing
homelessness brought an action against the city challenging the constitutionality of the city’s
ordinance prohibiting camping on public property. The individuals specifically argued that the
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ordinance violated their Eighth Amendment rights. The Supreme Court upheld the
constitutionality of the city’s ordinance and found that the individual’s rights were not violated.
The proposed ordinance is generally consistent with the ordinance analyzed in the Supreme
Court’s decision.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:
e Draft ordinance — Camping Prohibited.



ORDINANCE NO.
An ordinance to enact Grand Forks City Code § 9-0220 relating to prohibited camping.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota,
pursuant to its home rule charter, Grand Forks City Code and N.D.C.C. ch. 40-11 that:

Section 1: Enacting Grand Forks City Code § 9-0220

Grand Forks City Code § 9-0220 is enacted to read as follows:

(1) The following words and terms, as used in this section, shall be defined as
follows:

(a) City shall mean the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota.

(b) Camp shall mean to set up or to remain in a campsite.

(c) Campsite shall mean to pitch, erect, create, use, or occupy camp facilities
for the purposes of habitation or maintaining a temporary place to live, as
evidenced by the use of camp paraphernalia.

(d) Camp facilities shall mean, but are not limited to, lean-to, shacks, tents,
huts, temporary shelters, or vehicles.

(e) Camp paraphernalia shall mean, but is not limited to, tarpaulins, cots, beds,
bedding, sleeping bags, pallets, mattresses, hammocks, stoves or fires,
outdoor cooking devices or utensils and similar equipment.

(f) Enforcement officer shall mean a sworn law enforcement officer.

(g) Park areas or Park property shall mean those parks and recreation facilities
identified in the city of Grand Forks and maintained by the Grand Forks
Park District.

(h) Public property shall mean vacant or occupied lands that are owned,
possessed or under the control of the City of Grand Forks, open to the
public, premises, and buildings, including but not limited to any building
used in connection with the transaction of public business and includes
public rights-of-way.

(1) Public rights of way shall mean the area between boundary lines of a public
street or other public easement that is reserved, used. or to be used for a
public street, alley, or pathway.




(j) Store or storage shall mean to put aside or accumulate for use when needed,
to put for safekeeping, to place or leave in a location.

(k) Unsanitary shall mean a hazard to the health and safety of the public, to
include but not limited to human waste, bodily fluids, or chemical
contamination.

(2) It is unlawful for any person to sleep or camp on public sidewalks, streets,
alleyways, or in any pedestrian or vehicular entrance to public or private
property abutting a public sidewalk, at any time as a matter of individual and
public safety. In addition to any other remedy provided by law, any person
found in violation of this subsection may be immediately removed from the

premiscs.

(3) It is unlawful for any person to camp or establish any campsite in or upon any
public property except as expressly authorized under this Grand Forks City
Code § 9-0220, under Grand Forks City Code § 14-0408(G). or by resolution
of the City Council.

(4) Any person camping unlawfully shall vacate and remove all belongings from
the public property within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving notice to vacate
from an enforcement officer. After notice has been given to vacate a campsite
and the allotted time has expired, the City or its contractor shall remove the
campsite, all camp facilities and camp paraphernalia as the same has been
deemed a public nuisance.

(a) All unclaimed personal property with apparent value or utility will be
stored for 60 days as required by Grand Forks City Code § 10-0204.

(b) All unclaimed items that have no apparent utility or value, are in an
unsanitary condition, or present an immediate hazard or danger, may be
immediately discarded upon removal of individuals from the campsite.

(c) Any personal property that remains unclaimed for 60 days after the
campsite cleanup may be disposed of in accordance with Grand Forks
City Code § 10-0204.

(d) Weapons, drug paraphernalia, and items which reasonably appear to be
evidence of a crime may be retained and/or disposed of by the police
department in accordance with the department's written policies and

procedures.




(5) In addition to any other penalties that may be imposed, any campsite used in a
manner not authorized by this Article, or other provisions of this code shall
constitute a public nuisance and may be abated as such.

(6) Enforcement of provisions of this section may be suspended by resolution of
the City Council.

Section 2: Effectivity.

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its final passage and approval as
provided by law.

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor
Dated:

ATTEST:

Maureen Storstad, City Auditor
Dated:

Introduction and first reading:
Public Hearing:
Second reading and final passage and approval:
Approved:
Published: Not required by law.






