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Item 4-6 (Preliminary) – Zoning Amendment Approvals 

Title: Ordinance to Amend Section 18-1001 (4) of Grand Forks City Code, to require a simple 

majority for zoning amendment approvals.  

Prepared By: Andrea Edwardson, 

Planning Manager 

Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, Planning & Community 

Development Director 

Purpose: To align approval of rezoning requests to follow all other Chapter 18 Land 

Development Code approvals.  

 

Staff Recommendation 

Recommend approval of the Ordinance to Amend Section 18-1001 (4) of Grand Forks City 

Code, to require a simple majority for zoning amendment approvals, and to request City 

Council set and hold a public hearing for June 19, 2025.    

 

Application Status 

May 7, 2025 – Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action:  

 

May 19, 2025 - City Council Action: 

 

June 4, 2025 – (Public Hearing) – Planning & Zoning Commission Recommended Action:  

 

June 16, 2025 – (Public Hearing) – City Council Action:  

 
     

Background and Discussion 

Staff is seeking to align a procedural requirement regarding the number of City Council votes 

needed for approval of a rezoning request, to align with all other approvals in the Land 

Development Code as well as standard City Council approvals.  

 

Current code (18-1001 (4)) requires ¾ approval (super majority) of Council members (6-1 vote in 

favor) to pass and approve rezoning requests.  Planning and Zoning Commission approval for the 

same items require a simple majority (5-4 vote in favor, equivalent to 4-3 vote in favor of Council) 

to recommend requests up to City Council.  

 

No other zoning item, and very few other council approvals, requires a super majority. To make 

process consistent, staff is recommending Council approval requirements be simplified to follow 



their normal approval requirements of a simple majority (4-3 in favor) to approve rezoning 

requests.  

 

Findings of Fact 

• Current code requires ¾ majority approval of City Council members to approve rezoning 

requests.  

• No other Land Development code approval requires 3/4 or super majority approval, and 

very few other city council approvals require more than a simple majority approval.  

• Ordinances and code amendments require preliminary and final approvals by P&Z and 

City Council.  

 

Attachments 

• Ordinance Amendment 
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ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, 

CHAPTER XVIII OF THE GRAND FORKS CITY CODE OF 1987, AS AMENDED, 

AMENDING SECTION 18-1001 ZONING MAPS AND ZONING REGULATIONS. 

 
BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, 

NORTH DAKOTA, PURSUANT TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 

GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA, THAT: 
 

SECTION I.  AMENDING CLAUSE 

 
Section 18-1001 of the Grand Forks City Code relating to zoning maps and zoning regulations is 

hereby amended in pertinent part as follows: 

 

18-1001. – Zoning maps and zoning regulations.  

 

(4) Upon the filing of such report, the city council shall hold such public hearings upon the 

amendments as it deems advisable; however, at least one (1) public hearing thereon shall 

be conducted and at least fifteen (15) days' notice of the time and the place of such hearing 

shall be published in the official newspaper of the city. After the conclusion of the hearing 

or hearings, the city council may adopt the amendment or any part thereof in such form as 

it deems advisable, with a favorable vote of the majority of the members of the council 

present. The votes necessary to adopt such an amendment shall be: 

(A)No amendment to the text of this chapter, except as provided in subsection (4)(B) below, 

shall become effective except by the favorable vote of the majority of the members of the 

council present. 

(B)No amendment to the zoning map to rezone any property or to alter or modify the uses 

permitted in any zoning district shall become effective except by the favorable vote of three-

fourths (¾) of all of the members of the city council or, if less than three-fourths (¾) of all 

members of the city council are in attendance, by the unanimous vote of all those present. 
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SECTION V.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after passage and approval as provided by law. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 

 
 
 
 

Maureen Storstad, Director Finance 

& Administrative Services 

 
Introduction and first reading: Public 

Hearing: 

Second Reading and Final Passage: 

Approved: 

Published: 


