LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (LGAC)
April 28, 2025 - 4:30 p.m.
Minutes

1. Introductions and Roll Call
President Sande called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

Members Present:

City of Grand Forks: Dana Sande, Danny Weigel
Grand Forks County: Kimberly Hagen, Mark Rustad
GF School Board: Bill Palmiscno, Jay Kleven

GF Park Board: Jeff Lancaster

Mayor Bochenski was also present for the meeting.

Todd Feland, City Administrator, gave a brief overview of the purpose of LGAC, which was formed
after legislative changes in 2017, and is a means to provide information on applications for Tax
Incentive Projects that are requesting a term longer than five years. Representatives on LGAC
bring information back to their respective entities to consider and take action on the tax incentive
application, with a failure to take action being viewed as an approval. City staff and represetatives
from the developers will then attend board meetings in the month of May to answer questions
and provide further information.

2. ACTION ITEMS:
2.1 Dakota Aircraft Corporation, dba Cirrus Aircraft

Feland gave a brief overview of the Cirrus Aircraft project which is for construction of a 30,000 dq.
Ft. expansion of the existing production facility, with the scope including foundations, precast
concrete walls, steel framing and roofing, and revisions to create a new truck dock , which will be
located at 1400 S 48™ St. An application for a property tax incentive in the form of a 10
year/100%P ayment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) was submitted. Cirrus is the second largest
manufacturer in the region, following LM Windpoer as the largest. Construction of this exapnsion
will retain all composite manufacturing in Grand Forks. In addition to this tax incentive, Cirrus is
working with the Bank of ND for financing and will also be applying to the JDA for a PACE loan to
lower the interest rate on their financing. This is a primary sector business. Internal financial



analysis of the project has been completed. The ND State Department of Commerce has been
consulted on this project.

Steve Thomas, Executive Director of the Grand Forks facility, explained that the exapnsion is
anticipated to bring in 20-30 new employees and provided information on this expansion as well
as a look into future pland for the Grand Forks location. Keith Lund, President and CEO of Grand
Forks Region Ecoomic Development Corporation, gave a history of Cirrus in the community, that
they were initially attracted and selected over several other communities across the country.

Weigel moved to approve the request for a 10 year/100% PILOT. Kleven seconded the motion.
Motion passed unanimously.

3. Information Items:

Todd Feland, City Administrator, informed the committee on several upcoming projects that are
in development and will be presented to the LGAC at a future meeting. The agenda posted on
the website also has a link to a page on the City of Grand Forks website that lists general
information on various tax incentive programs available.

3.1 Agristo

Feland informed the committee on the Agristo project that would bring a $500 million potato
processing plant to the community. Agristo is a family-owned Belgium company that is looking
to expand to the U.S. to better serve their U.S. frozen potato retail market. The company has been
working collaboraticely with farmers in the region on test growing and with Northland Potatoes
on bringing their project to the community, with a new variety of dry soil and irrigated prodction.

Gov. Armstrong signed HB1332, Agriculture Diversification and Development Fund, which will
establish a $30 million value-added ag facility incentive program, which was initiated to help
Agristo with their plant construction. Representatives from Agrito were in attendance and shared
information about themselves, the company, and that they are excited to become a part of the
community. Besides the physical elememts of growers, land, and water, the company was very
impressed with the culture of the community and that they felt at home and welcome here.
Representatives from the growers were also in attendance and shared their support for the
project.



3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5

Greenview Living, LLC Tax Incentive Pre-Application
RTVMPS, LLC Tax Incentive Pre-Application

CK Commericial, LLC Tax Incentive Pre-Application
Northridge Construction Tax Incentive Pre-Application

Feland explained that information on each of these proposed developments was posted on the

agenda for review. These projects are still in development and City Council recently approved the

pre-applicantion and invited submission of a full application which will include a third party

financial analysis prior to coming to LGAC for review. Anticipated timeline is 2-3 months for most,

however the Greenview Living, LLC may take 3-4 months estimated.

4,

Adjourn

Motion by Weigel, second by Palmiscno to adjourn the meeting at 5:00 p.m.

Respecfully submitted,

Sherie Lundmark
City Clerk



