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Comments: To	the	Grand	Forks	Planning	and	Zoning	Commission,

I	urge	you	to	recommend	approval	of	the	mural	at	North	Dakota
Vis ion	Services,	not	only	because	it	reflects	the	school’s 	miss ion
with	clarity	and	dignity,	but	because	it	is ,	by	ordinance,	permiss ible.

The	2023	amendment,	recommended	by	this 	Commission	and
passed	by	the	City	Council,	allows	murals 	on	schools 	and	churches
in	res idential	districts ,	with	Council	approval.	That	language	is 	public
record.	And	yet,	it	was	private	citizens,	not	city	staff,	not	elected
officials ,	not	the	media,	who	had	to	uncover	and	clarify	that	fact.
That	is 	a	failure	of	governance,	not	of	NDVS.

The	school	did	not	apply	for	a	permit	before	painting,	but	once
informed,	it	acted	swiftly,	filing	an	application,	offering	revis ions,	and
entering	the	process	in	good	faith.	Our	city	leaders	have	yet	to	show
the	same.	Nor	has	the	Herald,	which	remained	s ilent	on	the	city’s
own	procedural	failures	while	rushing	to	publish	an	editorial	shaped
by	those	who	now	seek	to	rewrite	the	rules.	In	doing	so,	it	presented
a	partial	narrative	as	settled	fact,	leaving	the	public	with	an
incomplete	and	mis leading	understanding	of	the	ordinance.	Even
some	leaders	who	invoke	“free	speech”	in	theory	are	quick	to
suppress	it	in	practice,	especially	when	the	art	in	question	does	not
serve	their	preferences.

The	mural	complies	with	N.D.C.C.	12.1-27.1.	Its 	content	is 	not
commercial	or	political.	But	this 	was	never	about	the	content.	That
principle	was	established	in	the	2023	public	deliberations	and
abandoned	the	moment	certain	officials 	encountered	art	they	did	not
personally	like.

Some	of	those	officials 	now	weighing	in	are	also	adjacent	property
owners.	That	is 	not	unlawful,	but	it	is 	a	conflict	worth	naming.



Please	recommend	approval.	The	law	allows	it,	the	community
supports	it,	the	school	is 	complying,	and	the	public	deserves	better.

Thank	you	for	your	time	and	consideration.


