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Committee of the Whole- July 14, 2025 
City Council - July 21, 2025 

Agenda Item: Proposed enhancements to area of the Flood Protection/Greenway 
System near Rivers Edge 

Submitted by: Kim Greendahl, Greenway Specialist 
Melanie Parvey, Water Works Director 

Staff Recommended Action: Approve bidding the project to make enhancements in the Flood Protection/
Greenway System to the trail and fishing spot near River's Edge and accept funding for this project from Garrison Diversion in the 
amount of $50,000 and Outdoor Heritage Fund in the amount of $155,450. 

____________________________________________________
Committee Action: Motion by Berg, second by Fridolfs to move City Council with a recommendation to approve. Motion 
carried 5-2 with Osowski and Sande dissenting. 

Council Action: Motion by Weigel, second by Osowski to approve.  Motion failed 2-5, 
with Weigel, Osowski, Berg, Fridolfs and Sande dissenting.

BACKGROUND: 

The project area is part of the Flood Protection/Greenway System and is located between 47th and 62nd 

Avenues South. The city owns the property, but it wasn't initially developed as part of the Flood 

Protection/Greenway System. The neighborhood east of the project, commonly called the Shady Ridge 

area, was annexed in 2014. The present condition of the property is undeveloped city-owned land 

bordered by an earthen levee, homes, and the Red River. A storm pond is in the middle of the property. 

The area north along the river is heavily forested. The fishing site at the trail's end is currently an ad hoc 

site with no amenities. 

The Greenway Fishing Enhancement Project extends the existing paved trail .4 miles south from 47th 

Avenue South to the riverbank near Rivers Edge and Desiree Drive neighborhood. Plans include a 10' 

wide paved trail, safety railing at the fishing site, benches, trash cans, and an informational kiosk for trail 

users and anglers. {Attachment A) This project is located in an undeveloped area of the Greenway 

owned by the city of Grand Forks and set aside for recreational use. An agreement with the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers prevents the sale of this property for use other than flood protection use. 

{Attachment B) 

Staff worked with KU Engineering to develop plans and specs for improvements to this 
area. Those improvements included extending the paved trail south from 47th Avenue South, 
clearing the area around the fishing site, adding benches and trash cans to the fishing area. 

AN•ALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:The project's goal is to increase accessibility for all ages and abilities and improve the amenities

at a popular riverbank fishing area. The remoteness of this location has limited access and

awareness of the riverbank opportunities for users outside the adjacent neighborhood.
















