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Low Speed Vehicles use as Mobility Devices on the Greenway 

Jason Freedman, Chief of Police 

Staff Recommended Action: Recommend allowing Low Speed Vehicles (LSV) as 

mobility devices, for Greenway users with verified mobility needs. 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 09/02:Motion by Berg, second by Osowski to approve as presented. Motion passed unanimously.

09/ 15: 

BACKGROUND: 

In April of 2025, members of the Grand Forks Police Department met with a citizen who 

wished to remain anonymous regarding allowing the use of a Low-Speed Vehicle (LSV) 

as a mobility device upon city streets and the Greenway. The community member 

advised the use of a LSV would allow for greater use of the Greenway, such as allowing a 

community member with mobility needs to carry fishing equipment to fishing areas 

along the Greenway Trail that cannot be accessed by vehicle. The community member 

also indicated allowing a LSV to be utilized on city roads would be optimal, as one could 

simply drive the LSV from their residence to the Greenway. 

On May 1, 2025, Deputy Chief Macki reviewed City Code and noted that LSV appeared 

to already meet the description of a Utility Task Vehicle (UTV) as set forth in 8-0302, 

which would allow LSV to be operated on city streets as indicated in 8-1302. DC Macki 

requested the city attorney's office review this as well, to ensure accuracy. 

On May 13, 2025, DC Macki attended a Greenway Technical Advisory Committee 

Meeting and advised the committee members of the request, as well as provided 

information on a permitting system that could be utilized to control and identify the use 

of LSV on the Greenway. The current approval for mobility vehicles only allowed for 

mobility vehicles with a 30" maximum width, as opposed to the roughly 50" width of a 

LSV. Those present discussed the issue at length and advised they would further 

research ADA best practice and decide later as to whether they would support allowing 

a LSV to be utilized as a mobility vehicle. 
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ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 

An ordinance to amend Grand Forks City Code § 14-0402, and creating 14-0420 relating 
to the use of mobility devices on the Greenway. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota, 
pursuant to its home rule charter, Grand Forks City Code and N.D.C.C. ch. 40-11 that: 
 
Section 1: Amending Clause to Amend Grand Forks City Code § 14-0402. 
 
Grand Forks City Code § 14-0402 is amended to read as follows (the amending language in bold, 
with deletions stricken through and additions underlined): 
 
14-0402. - Definitions. 

The following definitions are to only apply to the ordinances in this chapter entitled "The 
Greenway." Any other definition provided by the code is superceded by these definitions 
concerning the ordinances appearing in this chapter only. 

(A) Commercial use means any authorized use of the greenway by a business, club, non-profit 
organization and/or fraternal society. 

(B) City council refers to the Grand Forks City Council. 

(C) Employee means any full-time or part-time employee of the City of Grand Forks and also 
includes a recognized volunteer for the City of Grand Forks. 

(D) Greenway refers to the physical space controlled by the city council generally described as 
the wet side of the toe of the levee adjacent to the riverbank, excluding areas leased to the park 
district and flood protection features such as floodwalls, levees, and pump stations. The 
greenway generally starts at approximately fifty (50) feet north of the centerline of the north 
pedestrian bridge, north of Riverside Dam, to the centerline of the south end drainway as more 
particularly shown on appendix A. 

(E) Mobility device means any motorized wheelchair, scooter, tricycle or similar device designed 
for and used by a person with disability as a substitute for walking when operated by such 
person. The term shall not include a golf cart, lawn tractor, mower, off-road vehicle, all-terrain 
vehicle, snowmobile or other motor vehicle, unless such vehicle meets the criteria of Article 
13 of the Grand Forks City Ordinances. 

(F) Motor vehicle means every device in, upon, or by which person or property is or may be 
transported or drawn upon a roadway except devices moved by human power. This term shall not 
include a wheelchair or mobility device when used by a person with disability as a substitute for 
walking. 



(G) Person or persons means individuals, firms, corporations, societies, or any group or 
gathering whatsoever. 

(H) Permit means written permission to conduct specified activities as provided in this article. 

(I) Special events refers to any scheduled events which are to be conducted within the physical 
boundaries of the greenway area. 

(J) Wheelchair means a mobility-assisted device of three (3) or four (4) wheels used by and 
designed for persons with disability as a substitute for walking, whether operated manually or 
powered and not exceeding thirty (30) inches in width and forty-eight (48) inches in length 
measured two (2) inches above the ground and which does not weigh more than six hundred 
(600) pounds when occupied. The term shall not include any motorized unit that has been 
retrofitted to make it usable by a person with a disability nor shall it include any internal-
combustion-powered unit. 

(K) Wildlife means any living creature, not human, wild by nature, including, but not limited to, 
mammals, birds, amphibians, insects, reptiles, crustaceans, or mollusks. 

 

Section 2: Enacting Grand Forks City Code § 14-0420. 

Grand Forks City Code Chapter 14, Article 0420 is enacted to read as follows:  

14-0420. – Permits for Mobility Devices and Wheelchairs. 

(1) Upon application to the City Finance Department, an individual may be granted a 
permit to allow such individual to operate a Mobility Device greater than 30 inches 
in width on the paved surfaces of the Grand Forks Greenway.  

(2) The permit application must be renewed on an annual basis, with applications being 
due by December 1 of each year to be permitted for the following year.  

(3) The permit will be a blue laminated 8 ½ inch x 11 inch permit which specifically lays 
out the rules each permit holder must follow and is individually numbered to allow 
for easy identification by law enforcement.  

 

Section 3: Effectivity. 
 

This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after publication thereof, as provided by 
law. 

_________________________________ 
Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
Dated: ___________________________ 
 

ATTEST: 



_____________________________ 
Maureen Storstad, City Auditor 
Dated: _______________________ 
Introduction and first reading:  _________________ 
Public Hearing:  ____________ 
Second reading and final passage and approval:  ____________ 
Approved: ______________ 
Published: ______________ 
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