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Item 3-5 - Vacation of Utility Easements

Title: Vacation of Utility Easements

Location: 2500 & 2600 Demers Avenue

Legal Descriptions: See attachment for all area legal descriptions.

Applicant: Widseth Owners: JTC Real Estate, LLC

Prepared By: Sierra Johnson, Planner Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, Planning &
Community Development Director

Purpose: Vacate utility easements to allow storage unit development over existing easements.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the request to vacate the described Utility Easements as
shown and described on the Exhibit.

Application Status

September 3, 2025 - Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action: Motion by
Reichert, second by Holt for approval of request. Motion passed unanimously.

September 15, 2025 - City Council Action:
Motion by Fridolfs, Second by Sande to approve on consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.

October 20, 2025 (Public Hearing) - City Council Action:
Motion by Osowski, second by Fridolfs to approve. Motion carried unanimously.

Existing Proposed
Land Use: 2500 - Vacant, formerly the site of | Land Use: Storage units (commercial strip mall
ARC thrift store to remain)
2600 - Commercial strip mall
Zoning: B-3 General Commercial Zoning: No change
Uses Permitted: All uses permitted within B-3 | Uses Permitted: No change

Context

Adjacent Zoning Districts: I-1 Light Industrial, PUD R-4, B-3 General Commercial

Adjacent Streets: Demers Avenue, North Columbia Rd

Adjacent Bike/Ped Facilities: Off road shared use path along Demers Ave
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| Adjacent CAT Routes: Routes 8 & 9

Consistency with 2050 Land Use Plan

e Current & proposed land use is consistent with zoning district.

Background and Discussion

e This request is to vacate utility easements at 2500 & 2600 Demers Ave. Two 10-foot utility
easements run parallel with the lot lines that are proposed to be removed to combine the
two lots (coinciding replat request). One 10-foot easement runs along the west side of the
existing 2500 property (Vacation Area “B"), and another 10-foot utility easement runs along
the east side of the existing 2600 property (Vacation Area “A”).

e Astorage unit development is proposed to extend from behind the strip mall and onto the
2500 site. In the properties’ current state, the proposed development would not be
permitted as multiple buildings would be built over the public utility easements.

e Within the public utility easement area, there is a known private storm sewer line. This
storm sewer line will not be relocated as part of the proposed storage unit project, so a
condition of the replat is that a private drainage easement must be provided for this line.

e The replat and vacation requests will allow for the development to be permitted as
proposed.

e Staff is recommending approval of the request.

Findings of Fact

e Vacations require approval by the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council.
e A public hearing will be held at the City Council.

Attachments

e Vacation Exhibits & Legal Descriptions
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LAND DESCRIPTION-
VACATION AREA "A"

That 10.00 foot wide Utility Easement dedicated by the plat of DEMERS SEVENTH
ADDITION to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota as filed in the office of the Grand Forks
County Recorder, and recorded at Document Number 479411 and now located in LOT B,
BLOCK 1 of the REPLAT OF LOT 1, BLOCK 1, DEMERS SEVENTH ADDITION to the City of
Grand Forks, North Dakota as filed in the office of the Grand Forks County Recorder, and
recorded at Document Number 707138, more particularly described as follows;

The east 10.00 feet of said Lot B, Block 1 of the REPLAT OF LOT 1, BLOCK 1,
DEMERS SEVENTH ADDITION.

EXCEPTING THEREFROM;
The north 10.00 feet of said Lot B.
Containing 3,400 square feet more or less
AND ALSO INCLUDING ;
VACATION AREA "B"
That 10.00 foot wide Utility Easement dedicated by the plat of DEMERS THIRD ADDITION
to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota as filed in the office of the Grand Forks County
Recorder, and recorded at Document Number 477845 and located in LOT 1, BLOCK 1 of said
DEMERS THIRD ADDITION, more particularly described as follows;
The west 10.00 feet of said Lot 1, Block 1 of the DEMERS THIRD ADDITION.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM;

The north 10.00 feet of said Lot 1.
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Containing 3,390 square feet more or less.

RESERVING THEREFROM easements for those utilities located
within the above described AREA "A" and AREA "B" at the time
of this vacation, until such time as said utilities are removed,
relocated or abandoned, at which time the easements for said
utilities will too be vacated.
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