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City of Grand Forks  

Staff Report 

Committee of the Whole – September 22, 2025 

City Council – October 6, 2025 
 
 

Agenda Item: Land Purchase Agreements for City Project No. 9052 – South End Drainway 

Expansion (S 34th St to S 38th St) 

 
 

Submitted by: Engineering Department,  Allen Grasser, PE (City Engineer) 

Christian Danielson, PE (Assistant City Engineer)  

 
 
 

Staff Recommended Action: Approve Land Purchase Agreements in the total 

amount of $74,430 for City Project No. 9052 – South 

End Drainway Expansion (S 34th St to S 38th St). 

 
 
 

Committee Recommended Action:  

  

 

 
 
 

Council Action: 

 

  

 
 

 

BACKGROUND:   

As part of the recent South End Drainway (SED) Flood Master Study that was conducted, 

several recommendations were approved by the City Council on February 18, 2025. The 

recurring theme for each solution is an increase in storage for drainage network. The major 

recommendations as well as their status are as follows: 

 

• Amend Stormwater Design Criteria for Stormwater Ponds (Increase Regional Pond Size) 

o Completed (New standards adopted by City Council on February 18, 2025) 

• Expand 4 existing stormwater ponds along the South End Drainway 

o Completed (Project constructed over 2025 construction season) 

• Expand the South End Drainway between S 34th St & S 38th St 

o Not Completed 

 

Expanding the South End Drainway is the last major recommendation to follow through with 

from the study. A project to expand the SED is proposed to occur during the 2026 construction 

season. This project is expected to widen the channel by approximately 75 feet to the south of the 

current slope. 
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In order to widen the SED, additional land is required from the adjacent landowners to the south. 

The same width of land along the SED is needed from both landowners. Staff has been in 

ongoing discussions with each of the landowners over the past year. Both landowners have been 

cooperative in these discussions, recognizing the importance of improving the functionality of 

the SED. 

 

Based on land transactions the City has been a part of over the past approximately 5 years, each 

landowner has agreed to sell their respective land for $30,000/acre. Some of the land under 

consideration already has a slope easement on it for the current SED design. Because the area 

currently encumbered by slope easement has little development value, the proposed land 

purchase agreements are laid out in a way that offer a reduced value for the land that currently 

has slope easements on it. The agreed upon reduced value of this land is $7,500/acre. 

 

The Sanford agreement is slightly different than the Useldinger agreement to accommodate the 

timing and processing associated with a major corporation.  

 

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
• A study approved by Council in February of 2025 recommended that the South End 

Drainway (SED) be widened between S 34th St and S 38th St. 

• Additional land is required to widen the SED which is anticipated to be a 2026 construction 

project. 

• Approximately 3.6 acres of land are needed across 2 landowners. 

• 2 purchase agreements have been prepared, one for each landowner. 

• $30,000/acre was agreed upon for a purchase price. 

• $7,500/acre was agreed upon for purchase price of land that is currently within a City slope 

easement. 

• The total purchase price across the two purchase agreements for the land is $74,430. 

• $32,707.50 for the property owned by Sanford 

• $41,722.50 for the property owned by Useldinger 

• The agreements are set up with similar terms, but the Sanford agreement has some specific 

language towards timing and the nature of a large corporation. 

• Funding for this purchase is proposed to come from the Flood & Capital Maintenance Fund – 

4154. 

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 

• Draft Useldinger Purchase Agreement (21 Pages) 

• Draf Sanford Purchase Agreement (17 Pages) 

• Typical Cross Section (1 Pages) 

• Layout/Map of Land Area (1 Page) 

 


