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Agenda ltem: 2026 Arts Regrant Program

Submitted by: Andy Conlon, Economic Development Manager
Prepared by: Anna Henningsgard, Planner

Staff Recommended Action: Authorize staff to proceed with the 2026 Arts Regrant allocation
process as described below, including any necessary budget transfers.

Committee Recommended Action: Motion b?/ Berg, second by Lunski to refer to City Council for

approval of staff recommendation. Motion passed 6-1 with
Osowski dissenting.

Council Action:  Motion by Berg, second by Lunski to approve agenda item. Motion carried 6-1 with
Osowski dissenting.

BACKGROUND:

The Planning & Community Development Department administers the Arts Regrant Program,
which is budgeted at $159,135 (Fund 2163) for the 2026 program year. The City allocates local
sales tax dollars to arts nonprofit organizations to provide arts and cultural opportunities that
enhance the quality of life for Grand Forks residents. The intent of the program is to provide
funding to arts oriented 501(c)(3) nonprofit agencies.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:

e The Arts Regrant Review Committee advises City Council on the Arts Regrant program and
reviews and ranks applications to develop funding recommendations. Last vyear,
considerations included preference for new projects/organizations and growing/expanding
access to existing projects.

The City has funded this program since 2001. It was previously administered by NoVAC
(North Valley Arts Council) and the Community Foundation.

Applicants must have an arts-focused mission and be a non-profit organization with tax
exempt status or have a fiscal agent that is. Requests for both specific projects and general
operating support are eligible. Maximum grant request is $30,000.

Limit of 1 application per agency.

SUPPORTING MATERIALS:
e Arts Regrant Review Committee Membership and Proposed Schedule
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ARTS REGRANT COMMITTEE

Dave Badman
Mayor Brandon Bochenski
Hamzat Koriko

Tricia Lunski

Shilo Previti

Bret Weber

Bridget West

PROPOSED SCHEDULE

Committee Touchbase September 22
Preliminary Communication w/ Past Applicants Late September/early October
COW Program Authorization October 13
City Council Program Authorization October 20
Application Period Opens October 21
Application Deadline November 14
Committee Review & Ranking Late November/early December
COW December 8
City Council December 15






