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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

April 21, 2025 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota met in Council Chambers on Monday, April 21, 
2025, 5:30 p.m. with President Sande presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, 
Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein - 7; absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by City Council.   
 
 PRESENTATION – COMMUNITY WATER FLUORIDATION  
 
City Council received information from various presenters both for and against addition of fluoride to the 
City’s water system.  Presenters included:  Griffin Cole, DDS NMD IBDM MIAOMT, against addition of 
fluoride in water systems; Greg Wavra, Division of Municipal Facilities, Drinking Water, ND Dept of 
Environmental Quality, provided information on the oversight of the State on monitoring the use of fluoride 
and other water treatment for water systems in the state; John Goetz, Water Works manager, reviewing the 
current process for water treatment, limits as listed in City Code, and information regarding required 
fluoride in the water provided to the GF Air Force Base; several speakers on behalf of the NE District 
Dental Association including Dr. Cole Rehovsky, DDS; Jackie Nord, DDS; Kelsey Adams, FNP-C; and 
Dr. Johnny Johnson, Jr. speaking on behalf of the ND Dental Association, all in support of continuing 
addition of fluoride in the water system; and Michael Connett, partner at Siri & Glimstad, LLP, against 
fluoride addition to water systems.   
 
 PROCLAMATIONS 
 
President Sande read the following proclamations: National Public Safety Telecommunications Wee, April 
13-19, 2025; Medical Lab Professionals Week, April 20-26, 2025; and Workers Memorial Day, April 28, 
2025.   
 
 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
John Bernstrom, Public Information Officer, provided information on upcoming bills that fall within the 
city legislative priorities. Bill for Commerce Budget does include funding that, while not city specific, 
would impact Grand Sky.  There is base retention funding of $250,000 for Grand Forks.  City of Grand 
Forks budgets $150,000 annually for base retention efforts.  The County has expressed that they will no 
longer budget for base retention, so the City may need to look at the amount during the budget process.   
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4708,  
 RELATING TO MEMEBERSHIP ON THE  
 PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 
An ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the tect of the Land Development Code, Chapter XVIII of 
the Grand Forks City Code of 1987, as amended, amending Section 18-0101, Appointment: Membership 
of the Planning & Zoning Commission”, with the amendment adding the commander of Grand Forks Air 
Force (or their designee) as a non-voting ex-officio member. Public hearing on the ordinance was held, 
with no comments received.  It was moved by Council Member Weigel and seconded by Council Member 
Osowski, to give final approval and adoption of Ordinance No. 4708.  Motion passed unanimously.  
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ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY  
 OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT NO. 8927, DISTRICT NO. 791 
 
City Council considered the Resolution of Necessity for Project No. 8927, District No. 791, Reconstruct & 
Concrete Panel Replacement on 24th Ave S ( Columbia Rd – 34th St), with a report from the City Auditor 
that one email relating to the project was received, but no protests have been received.  Public Hearing was 
held with no comments received.  It was moved by Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council 
Member Berg to adopt a resolution determining an insufficiency of protest for the project.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY  
 OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT NO. 8884, DISTRICT NO. 793 
 
City Council considered the Resolution of Necessity for Project No. 8884, District No. 793, 2025 Mill & 
Overlay Projects, with a report from the City Auditor that no protests have been received.  It was moved by 
Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Berg to adopt a resolution determining an 
insufficiency of protest for the project.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 CITIZEN COMMENTS – ACTION ITEMS 
 
Jodi Carlson, 5124 Belmont Rd addressed the City Council relating to item 5.1 Community Water 
Fluoridation.  
 
The following speakers addressed City Council relating to item 5.22 Greenview Living LLC Tax Incentive 
Pre-Application:  Cynthia Samson, 3599 Meadow Dr; Michelle Moen, 817 Orchard Dr; Dan Kasowski, 
873 Orchard Circle; Marsha Nelson, 821 Raindale Ct; and Denis MacLeod, 825 Orchard Circle.  
 

ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Osowski moved and Council Member Berg seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Received and filed the Annual Actuarial Report for the City of Grand Forks Defined Benefit Pension 
Plan; Approved an update to the mortality assumption as recommended by the actuary; and authorized 
payment of the employer contribution at the budgeted amount of $3,152,985.   
 
2) Adopted a Resolution of the Governing Body of Applicant, Resolution No. 2025-SRF-2, designating the 
City Administrator as authorized to apply for DWSRF and CWSRF funding for Project No. 8926, Storm 
Sewer on 27th Ave N (Hwy 81 to N 32nd St). 
 
3) Approved a request to transfer the Class 4 (Food & Beverage) Alcoholic Beverage License from Charras 
B, Inc, dba Charras and Tequila, to Team Charras GF, LLC, dba Charras and Tequila, subject to approval 
by various city departments and payment of associated fees.   
 
4) Approved a request to transfer the Class 5 (Hotel/Motel) Alcoholic Beverage License from University 
Hotel Development, LLC, dba Hilton Garden Inn, to GFH Hospitality, LLC, dba Hilton Garden Inn, subject 
to approval of various city departments and payment of associated fees.   
 
5) Adopted a Resolution revising the City of Grand Forks Drug and Alcohol Testing Policy. 
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6) Approved a Cooperative Rehabilitation Agreement or Project No. 8730, Point Bridge Rehab, with City 
of east Grand Forks for the division of costs and responsibilities, contingent upon City Attorney and ND 
DOT review.   
 
7) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8556, Grand Forks School Zone Speed Minders, along 
with any necessary budget amendments.  
 
8) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8954, Fire Station #5 Sidewalk. 
 
9) Awarded contract for Project No. 8872, 2025 Watermain Replacement, to low bidder, Tony Anderson 
Construction, LLC, in the amount of $364,595.00A & D Excavating, LLC, in the amount of $476,400.00. 
 
10) Adopted a resolution to award the contract for Project No. 8927, District No. 791, Reconstruct & 
Concrete Panel Replacement for 24th Ave S (S Columbia Rd to S 34th St), to low bidder Strata Corporation 
in the amount of $1,537,550.13 and approve any necessary budget amendment. 
 
11) Adopted resolutions to award the contract for 2025 Asphalt Mill & Overlay, Project No. 8884.1, District 
No. 793.1, Mill & Overlay for near Northside Neighborhood, $1,527,901.25; Project No. 8884.2, District 
NO. 793.2, Mill & Overlay for Minnesota Ave (S 4th St to mid-block between  5th St and 6th St $85,212.00; 
Project No. 8884.3, District No. 793.3, Mill & Overlay for S 3rd St (Kittson Ave to RR), S 4th St (Demers 
Ave to Kittson Ave) $182,565.20; Project No. 8884.4, District No. 793.4, Mill & Overlay for Spruce Ct 
and 32nd Ave S (Belmont Rd to E Elmwood Dr) $63,903.50; and Project No. 8884.5, District No. 793.5, 
Mill & Overlay for N 8th St (1st Ave N to 2nd Ave N) $68,625.25; for a total amount of $1,958,207.20, along 
with any necessary budget amendment.  
 
12) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8880, 2025 Asphalt Street Repairs, to low bidder, Opp 
Construction, LLC in the amount of $53,350. 
 
13) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8881, 2025 Concrete Street Repairs; Project No. 8882, 2025 
Subdivision Concrete Rehab; and Project No. 8883, 2025 Arterial Streets Concrete Rehab, in the amounts 
of $209,916.00, $63,811.00, and $48,565.00, respectively, for a total of $322,292.00. 
 
14) Approved plans and specifications for Project No. 8924, 2025 English Coulee Diversion Cleaning (32nd 
Ave S to 47th Ave S) 
 
15) Approve plans and specifications for Project No. 8925, 2025 Pond Cleaning at 15th Ave S & Belmont 
Road 
 
16) Award the contract for Project No. 8859, South End Drainway Flood Pond Expansions (Kiwanis, 
Southern Estates 9th, Southern estates 7th, and Highland Point) to low bidder Gowan Construction in the 
amount of $1,059,809.13 and any necessary budget amendments.  
 
17) Adopt resolutions creating the special assessment districts, approving the engineers reports, and 
adopting the resolutions to prepare plans and specifications for Project No. 8848, District No. 365; Project 
No. 8849, District No. 620; and Project No. 8966, District No. 621, Utilities for 47th Ae S, S 30th st, and S 
34th St (Columbia Rd to S 34th St and 45th Ae S to 47th Ave S).  
 
18) Approved Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) Department Restructure and recommendation of 
termination of the Joint Powers Agreement.  The restructuring will move PSAP to be under the Fire 
Department.  The Joint Powers Agreement will be replaced with User Agreements for Services with all 
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entities wanting to utilize the City’s PSAP services, subject to final review and approval of the City 
Attorney.  
 
19) Gave final approval of the replat of Lots A and C, Block 1, Homestead Grove First Addition, located 
at 4677 and 4625 South Washington St. 
 
20)Denied a request to amend the zoning map of Crary’s Second PUD Amendment No. 7, R-1 Single 
Family Residence District to R-2 One and Two Family Residence District, located in the 5900-6000 Block 
of Cottonwood Street. 
 

ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1) City Council discussed the information received relating to addition of fluoride to water in the treatment 
process.  This is a complex topic with experts on both sides of the issue, recognizing that fluoride is  
naturally occurring in the environment, that in large amounts can have health issues, however there are 
approved lower levels that are deemed safe and beneficial to the prevention in tooth decay especially for 
those without access to dental care or dental care products such as toothpaste or mouthwash that have added 
fluoride.  Grand Forks water has an average natural fluoride level of .2, with fluoride added to the water to 
reach an average level of .7-.8, which is within the level allowed legislatively.  There is a requirement that 
to provide water to a military base with more than 3,000, the water must be fluorinated, but a specific level 
was not provided at the meeting.  It was noted that this topic has extensive research available and very 
diverse opinions of experts.   
 
Council Member Osowski made a motion to no longer add fluoride to the water.  Second by Council 
Member Lunski.  Upon roll call vote, motion failed 3-4, with Weigel, Sande, Vein and Berg dissenting.  
 
Council Member Osowski made a motion to amend City Code to designate a range of .5 to .7 for fluoride 
in the community water.  Council Member Lunski seconded the motion.  Following discussion of target 
level and range, a friendly amendment was proposed and accepted at a range of .6 to .8.  There is an annual 
reporting that is distributed which includes information on whether there were any exceptions to allowable 
levels in the water for all chemicals used. Upon call for the question of a range of .6-.8, motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
2) City Council received information on a request from NDDOT relating to HB1298, which seeks to change 
the speed limit on interstates to 80 MPH and establish consistent lower speed limit areas for parts of the 
highway that go through major cities (Fargo, Grand Forks, Bismarck and Minot).  Council Member 
Osowski moved to not accept the proposal from NDDOT to lower speed limit of 70 MPH on the highway 
through Grand Forks.  Seconded by Council Member Fridolfs.  Motion failed 2-5, with Council Members 
Weigel, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, and Vein dissenting.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member 
Berg seconded to approve the request from NDDOT.  Motion passed 6-1, with Council Member Osowski 
dissenting.   
 
3)  City Council considered the contract award and task order amendment for Project No. 8917, 2025 Budge 
Rehabilitation.  Council Member Osowski moved and Council Member Berg seconded to award the 
contract to Tony Anderson Construction Inc in the amount of $364,595.00 and approve the task order 
amendment #1 with Houston Engineering in the amount of $49,864.00 for Construction Engineering 
Services, and any necessary budget amendments.  Motion passed 5-2, with Council Members Sade and 
Weigel dissenting. 
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4) Considered a pre-application from Dakota Aircraft Corporation, dba Cirrus Aircraft, requesting a tax 
incentive for a proposed development, a 30,000 sq. ft. expansion of the existing production facility, 
including foundations, precast concrete walls, steel framing and roofing, and revisions to create a new truck 
dock, at 1400 S 48th St. Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve 
the Tax Incentive Pre-Application, approve moving the tax incentive final review and approval process to 
include preliminary recommendation of a 10 year Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) to result a determined 
payment in lieu of property tax for its facility which will be calculated without the value of this expansion, 
and set City Council Public Hearing date for Monday, June 2, 2025.  Motion passed 6-1 with Council 
member Osowski dissenting. 
 
5) Considered a Tax Incentive Pre-Application from Greenview Living LLC, requesting a tax incentive for 
a proposed redevelopment of the University of North Dakota (UND) Ray Richards Golf Course clubhouse, 
driving range, and parking lot areas.  The proposed development is a public/private mixed use development 
between UND, Dakota Commercial, Community Contractors, Burian & Associats, LLC and Mak 
Construction.  It will include housing, home of UND Golf, and entertainment/quality of life entertainment 
venues.  City Council discussed the proposed development and concerns expressed in citizen comments 
this evening and submitted electronically to the City and Council Members.  Residents expressed concerns 
over increased density in the area and light and noise from the project that will change the current conditions 
in the neighborhood.  Discussion of various components of the project, whether consideration of alternate 
layouts has been considered and opportunities for neighborhood residents to ask questions and 
communicate their concerns.  A public informational meeting has been scheduled by the developer for April 
29, at 5:30 p.m. at The HIVE to meet with interested parties and share information.  The action today is to 
move forward with continued work on the proposed project and not actual approval of any requested 
incentive. Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to invite the applicant to 
submit a full tax incentive application for further consideration.  Motion passed 4-3, with Council Members 
Osowski, Vein and Sande dissenting.  
 
6) Considered a Tax Incentive Pre-Application from RTVMPS, LLC, regarding a mixed-use development 
in the southeast corner of 47th Ave S and South Washington.  The development is planned to include 153 
residential rental units with 10,000 sq. ft. of commercial space.  This development will require rezoning of 
the parcel which will come through Planning & Zoning Commission.  Council Member Lunski moved and 
Council Member Berg seconded to invite applicant to submit a full tax incentive application.  Motion passed 
4-3 with Council Members Osowski, Sande and Vein dissenting.  
 
7) Considered a Tax Incentive Pre-Application from CK Commercial LLC, regarding a proposed multi-
family building on Kings View Drive and north of 62nd Street South.  Council Member Weigel moved and 
Council Member Berg seconded to invite applicant to submit a full tax incentive application. Motion passed 
6-1, with Council Member Osowski dissenting. 
 
8) Considered a Tax Incentive Pre-Application from Northridge Construction, regarding a multi-family 
development at 4551 South 17th St.  Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Lunski seconded 
to invite the applicant to submit a full tax incentive application.  Motion passed 6-1, with Council Member 
Osowski dissenting.   
 
9) Considered a request for a Street Name Change to rename a portion of 2nd Avenue North from North 25th 
Street to Cornell Street as Red Jarrett Way.  City Council received information on the request which seeks 
to rename the street to recognize the contribution of past athletic director and his family for their support 
of UND.  Discussion of a renaming versus an honorary naming was had.  There is only one address affected 
by this name change and it is a university office.  Council Member Fridolfs moved and Council Member 
Lunski seconded to approve the request to rename the street.  Motion passed 6-1 with Council Member 
Osowski dissenting.   
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10) Considered an ordinance to amend the zoning map for Southern Estates PUD Amendment No. 18, 
density increase and parking requirement reduction at Cardinal Point, located at 2150 47th Ave South.  City 
Council received information on the planned conversion of some common space to rental units and the need 
for approval of the density increase to accommodate the additional 4 units as well as the reduction in parking 
requirements, which was approved at the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.  Motion by Council 
Member Weigel, second by Council Member Fridolfs to concur with P&Z approval and introduce the 
ordinance.  Motion carried 5-2, with Council Members Osowski and Sande dissenting.   
 
 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS  
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:   

• Investment Portfolio Management Summary as of March 31, 2025 
 
APPROVE VENDOR LIST  

 
Vendor list 25-09, dated April 21, 2025, in the amount of $1,555,661.41 was presented.  It was moved by 
Council Member Osowski and seconded by Council Member Berg to approve.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from the March 17, 2025 City Council meeting were presented. Council Member Osowski moved 
and Council Member Berg seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS 
 
Feland informed City Council of increased targeted patrols of the downtown to address recent enforcement 
concerns.  He also provided information on items scheduled for upcoming meetings, including a reminder 
that various items relating to the Altru Sports Complex will be coming to the April 28 COW for action on 
May 5, including the GMP#1 bid results, interim financing award, and operational agreement with GF Park 
District, as well as an update on the next steps on the project.  

 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 

 
Council Member Osowski commented on attempted armed robbery and kidnapping that occurred this 
evening. 
 
Council Member Berg commented on the amount of feedback received relating to the Ray Richards 
proposed project and fluoride item.  She also recognized Workers Memorial Day and thanked those for all 
they do.   
 
Council Member Fridolfs recognized Mayor Bochenski and Sheriff Andy Schneider who are on the 
Veteran’s Honor Flight this week.   
 
Council Member Vein commented regarding making sure invitations to the informational meeting on the 
Ray Richards proposed project are sent to those affected.  Feland stated that the developer has sent to all 
those in the neighborhood and is a public meeting so anyone interested is welcome to attend.   
 
Council Member Weigel commented regarding water.  
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Council Member Sande asked if future meetings on the Ray Richards project could perhaps be held at the 
Alerus Center, which is nearer to the neighborhood.   
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Berg to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 
p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

   
       Maureen Storstad  
       City Auditor 

 Approved:    
                   Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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