.iﬁiiasl APPROVED & ACCEPTED
by Cilty Council
o~ M Qe Kﬂdf/z mﬂ%ﬂ@f

City of Grand Forks
10/20/2025 Maureen Storstad

GRANg Staff Report City Auditor
FORK Committee of the Whole - October 13, 2025
N

City Council - October 20, 2025

Agenda Item: Federal Funding Request — Transportation Alternatives Program

Submitted by: Engineering Department, David Kuharenko, PE (Assistant City Engineer)
Carter Hunter (Senior Civil Engineer)

Staff Recommended Action: Approve the Transportation Alternative Program
project funding request and direct staff to submit the
approved project to the Grand Forks — East Grand
Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization for
submission to the North Dakota Department of
Transportation

Committee Recommended Action:

Motion by Sande, second by Osowski to refer to City Council for approval of staff recommendation.
Motion passed unanimously.

Council Action:

Motion by Osowski, second by Fridolfs to approve on consent agenda. Motion carried unanimously

BACKGROUND:

The Transportation Alternatives (TA) program has had multiple names in the past including the
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) and Transportation Enhancements (TE). This
program was also merged with the Safe Routes to School (SR2S) program. This program is for
projects focused in the three areas of bicycle and pedestrian projects, scenic and environmental
projects, and historic projects.
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From last year’s TA solicitation the funds for FY 2027 are estimated to be based on population
suballocations:

e Rural — less than 5,000 population — $1,392,602

e Urban — 5,000 to 50,000 population — $625,167

e Urban — 50,000 to 200,000 population — $823,915

e TMA — Greater than 200,000 population - $793,123

e Available for any area - $2,525,883

The City of Grand Forks falls into the 50,000 to 200,000 population category and will be
competing for funding with Bismarck, Mandan, and Minot within that category. The eligibility
for funding under this program is for construction only. Design engineering, construction
engineering, utility relocation, and right of way are considered ineligible under this program. The
typical funding split is 80% federal/20% local for eligible items.

The maximum award for Urban ($290,000) and Rural ($200,000) projects has been removed,
there is no longer a capped amount. With the removal of the funding limitations, city staff is able
to target larger scale projects that can complete a longer length of shared use path as a single
project, instead of multiple projects reducing staff time spent on environmental documents and
reduce consulting costs associated with construction engineering.
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After considering possible projects for federal funding under this program, staff
recommends submitting for the following project in 2025 for fiscal year 2028:
e Demers Ave Shared Use Path (48™ St to Kost Concrete Driveway) ($493,000)

Shared Use Path Demers Ave (S 48™ St to Kost Concrete Driveway) 2028 TA Application:
Currently on Demers Ave, there is no sidewalk or shared use path on either side west of S 48"
St. The proposed project would be an installation of a 5” thick 10’ wide concrete shared use path
from the S 48" St to Kost Concrete’s Driveway. This project would be the first phase of a larger
project of providing pedestrian access to the Grand Forks Amtrak Station along the Demers Ave
corridor. This project has an estimated total cost of $493,000 — we would be requesting
approximately $278,000 in Federal funding.

The TA program is a competitive funding program, meaning that a selection committee reviews
the applications, compares the projects, and ranks them. The projects are then allocated funding
until there is no funding remaining. By extending the limits of the project that we previously
submitted we are providing connections to some of the larger employers in Grand Forks which
can improve the competitiveness of our application.

Projects previously approved for Federal funding under this program include:
e 2013 — Shared Use Path on S 20" St (40 Ave S to 47" Ave S)

2014 — Shared Use Path on S 427 St (17 Ave S to 24™ Ave S)

2015 — Granitoid Pavement Preservation (Cottonwood St, 2™ Ave S, & 3™ Ave S)

2016 — Shared Use Path on Demers Ave (42" St — 48™ St)

2017 — Shared Use Path on 55™ St (University Ave to W Lanark Dr)

2018 — Shared Use Path on 6™ Ave N (N 40™ St to English Coulee)

2019 — Shared Use Path on 17" Ave S (S 20" St to S 25" St)

2020 — Shared Use Path on S Columbia Rd (40" Ave S to 47" Ave S)

2022 — Shared Use Path on 32" Ave S (Heartland Dr to S 48™ St)

2024 — Shared Use Path on S 48™ St (32" Ave S to 17" Ave S)

Though we have received a large amount of federal funding through this program, in order to use
these funds, all federal requirements must be met. These requirements are typically more
complex and take significantly more staff time to complete than compared to a project completed
only using local funding sources. Some of these requirements include an environmental
document, a significantly larger plan set, having a project inspector on site whenever the
contractor is on site, more detailed field inspection reporting, more complex project closeout
documentation, among other differences.

ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:

e The TA program is a competitive funding program, providing federal funds on selected
projects for construction expenses only.
e The TA program is currently soliciting for fiscal year 2028.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:

e 2026-2028 TA Federal Funding Program List with Cost Estimates (1 page)
e Project Location Map (1 page)

e (Grand Forks/East Grand Forks MPO 2025 Bikeway Map (1 page)
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TA REQUESTS
CITY PROJECT SUMMARY 2026-2028
GRAND FORKS NORTH DAKOTA
SUBMITTED IN 2024

Allen Grasser

DATE: 9/16/2025 701.746.2640
TOTAL
FEDERAL, TOTAL
FISCAL | CONST STATE AND FEDERAL STATE CITY OTHER TOTAL PROJECT
YEAR YEAR |CATEGORY| TYPE OF WORK PROJECT LOCATION CITY MATCH SHARE SHARE |CITY MATCH R/W MISC CITY COST COST
2028 | 2028 TA-1 Sha;:‘fh”se Demers Ave Shared Use Path $493,000 | $277,600 $0 $65,400 $0 $150,000 | $215,400 | $493,000
2026-2028 Totals $493,000 | $277,600 $0 $65,400 $0 $150,000 | $215400 | $493,000

Newly requested projects are listed in bold text.




EXISTING

! : : _— e e i3 SHARED

X : ; | USE PATH
PROPOSED -
SHARED USE PATH

PROPOSED
SHARED USE PATH

o
s

¥
b

CITY OF DATE CITY PROJECT
GRAND FORKS 2025 TA APPLICATION 09/11/2025 8904

SHARED USE PATH ON DEMERS AVE
ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT S 48TH ST TO KOST CONCRETE DRIVEWAY
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2025 Bikeway Map
Grand Forks, ND/East Grand Forks, MN
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DISCLAIMER:
The bikeway system is shown as of Feb. 2024. Please use caution and obey all posted

signage and vehicle codes. Bike facilities throughout the system are subject to closure N m

due to construction or other circumstances at any time. While every effort has been

made to provide a high quality, accurate, and usable map, the depicted bikeway A% E Mmmm[ AN
information is advisory only. Map users assume all risks as to the quality and PLANNING ORGANIZATION
accuracy of the map information, and agree that their use is at their own risk. S
Please forward all comments & corrections for this map to the GF/EGF MPO.
/\/ Shared-Use Path: Off-street paved path. Bike Repair Facilities (#) Medical Facilities /N Railroad (® Bus Stop Transfer
A Shared Bike/Bus Lane: A dedicated traffic lane (A Greenway Access Point Pool Parks & Greenway @ Tunnel
for bike, buses, & right turning vehicles. _ _
) Information Center Public Restroom Water J( Bridge*/Overpass
Sharrow: A painted symbol to share the roadway. ﬁ
_ _ _ Schools Iﬁl City Limits » Distance Marker
/\/ Bike Route: A signed route for bikes along local streets.
*The Point Bridge over the Red River is closed to pedestrian use.
,’+,* Unpaved Trail: Non-paved trail that connects to bikeway system.

Points of Interest

Alerus Center

Ralph Engelstad Arena
University of North Dakota
Myra Museum

Lincoln Golf Course

King's Walk Golf Course

Columbia Mall
Grand Cities Mall

Red River State Campground
Riverwalk Center/ Cabela's

Heritage & Railroad Museum

East Grand Forks Civic Center
144
Grand Forks Townsquare Valley Golf Course

Zavaral Disc Golf Course
Choice Health & Fitness
Altru Family YMCA

Grand Forks Senior Center
Grand Forks Public Library

East Grand Forks Campbell Library
East Grand Forks Senior Center
Icon Sports Center

Eagles & Blue Line Club Arena
Riverside Disc & Foot Golf Course
Hugo's BMX Raceway

Lincoln Disc Golf Course

The Greenway Riverside Dam

VFW Arena
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