
City of Grand Forks 

Staff Report 
Planning & Zoning Commission – October 1, 2025 

City Council – October 20, 2025 

Item 3-6 (Public Hearing) – Sign Appeal Request 

Title:  Sign Appeal Request, Altru Health System 

Location: 1380 S Columbia Rd 

Legal Description: Lot 1 Block 1, Medical Park 6th Resubdivision 

Applicant: Nick Cox Owner: Altru Health System 

Prepared By: Haylie Grasser, Planner Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, Planning & Community 

Development Director 

Purpose: Appeal size for ground moment sign 

Staff Recommendation 

Recommending final approval of sign appeal located at 1380 S Columbia Rd for Altru 

Health Systems ground monument as submitted.  

Application Status 

October 1, 2025 (Public Hearing) – Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action: 

Motion by Sande, second by Reichert for approval of staff recommendation. Motion carried 

unanimously.   

October 20, 2025 (Public Hearing) – City Council Action: 

Existing Proposed 

Land Use: Hospital/Medical Land Use: No change proposed 

Zoning: Medical Park PUD Zoning: No change proposed 

Uses Permitted: all uses permitted in B-3 

General Business District  

Uses Permitted: No change proposed 

Context 

Adjacent Zoning Districts: Medical Park PUD 

Adjacent Streets: South Columbia Road & 13th Ave S 

Adjacent Bike/Ped Facilities: Shared-use path along S Columbia Rd & S 30th St 

Adjacent CAT Routes: 3,4,8 & 9 

Consistency with 2050 Land Use Plan 

• Sign regulations are not specifically mentioned in the 2050 Land Use Plan.

Motion by Osowski, second by Berg to approve on consent agenda. Motion carried unanimsouly.

bsalwey
Maureen



• The current land use is consistent with the plan 
     

Background and Discussion 

• The current request is for a ground monument sign on the Altru Health System Campus 

main entrance. The dimension of the proposed sign is 279 square feet (9’ x 31’).  Although 

this total is quite large individually, it encompasses a small amount of the square footage 

of the entire Altru campus itself. 

• The sign placement will be located at the main entrance along 13th Ave S and S Columbia 

Rd. and will be parallel to Columbia Road and be viewable from the intersection of 13th 

Ave S and Columbia Road.  

• Chapter XVIII of the Land Development Code Section, 18-0301 Signs (3) (GG) 

Ground monument signs (standard). Except as provided in subsections (GG) and (HH), the 

height of a ground monument sign shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height measured from the 

normal sidewalk grade. The width of the sign shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the lot width; 

however, in no case shall the sign exceed eighteen (18) feet in width.  

• The other proposed Altru Health System campus signage within the sign package meets 

code. 

• Staff is recommending approval of the sign appeal.  

 

Notices 

Grand Forks Herald Public Hearing Notice Published: September 17, 2025 

Comments Received: One phone call received, wondering about height and if it will be light like 

the existing Altru sign. 

 

Findings of Fact 

• PUD doesn’t outline signage requirements  

• Proposed sign is 9’ x 31’, code restricts ground monuments to 8’ x 18’ 

 

Attachments 

• Location of proposed sign 

• Sign rendering 
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