
City of Grand Forks 

Staff Report 
Planning & Zoning Commission – November 5, 2025 

City Council – November 17, 2025 

Item 3-2 (Final) – Variance to Subdivision Regulation Request 

Title: Resolution to amend access control for Lot 3, Block 1, Danks Fourth Resubdivision 

Applicant: AE2S Owner: Grand Forks Children’s Museum 

Prepared By: Haylie Grasser, Planner Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, Director of Planning 

& Community Development 

Purpose: Allow for access control for driveway to be located west of current location 

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends approval of a resolution to amend access control for Lot 3, Block 1, 

Danks Fourth Resubdivision. 

Application Status 

November 5, 2025 – Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action: Motion by 

Arel, second by Matson for approval of request. Motion carried unanimously. 

November 17, 2025 – City Council Action: 

Background and Discussion 

• The Grand Forks Children’s Museum is looking to amend the access control that was originally

platted for Danks Fourth Resubdivision. The public right away on the south side of the

property is currently platted for a 21.5 wide opening, 180 ft back from the corner of 17th Ave S

and S 42nd St.

• The proposed change is increasing the access to a 26 feet opening and moving it further west

bond to 218 feet from the intersection. The additional width is needed to accommodate bus

turning radius and the additional distance from the intersection is preferred for traffic flows

and safety.

Findings of Fact 

• Request is to amend the access control allowing a driveway further west on 17th Ave S.

• Variance to subdivision regulations are permissible if conditions outlined in 18-0912 are

met:

Motion by Sande, second by Vein to approve on consent agenda. Motion passed unanimously.
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18-0912. Variances. 

(1) General conditions. The planning and zoning commission may grant a variance from the subdivision 
regulations of this chapter when, in its opinion, undue hardship may result from strict compliance. In 
recommending any variance, the planning and zoning commission shall prescribe only conditions that it 
deems necessary to or desirable for the public interest. In making its findings, as required hereinbelow, 
the planning and zoning commission shall take into account the nature of the proposed use of land and 
the existing use of land in the vicinity, the number of persons to reside or work in the proposed subdivision 
and the probable effect of the proposed subdivision upon traffic conditions in the vicinity. No variance 
shall be recommended unless the planning and zoning commission finds:  

(A) That there are special circumstances or conditions affecting said property such that the strict 
application of the provisions of this chapter would deprive the applicant of the reasonable use of his 
land.  

(B) That the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right of the 
petitioner.  

(C) That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other 
property in the territory in which said property is situated.  

(D) That the granting of the variance will not conflict with the intent of the Grand Forks Comprehensive 
Plan.  

 

• Variance amendments require action by both the Planning and Zoning Commission and 

the City Council. 

• Resolutions are recorded and run with the property.  

 

Attachments 

• Variance Exhibit  

• Plat of Danks Fourth Resubdivision   

• Resolution to amend access control 
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Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, LLC  www.ae2s.com

DANKS FOURTH RESUBDIVISION

GFCM ACCESS CONTROL VARIANCE REQUEST 1 OF 1

1. A SINGLE 26' WIDE OPENING IN
THE ACCESS CONTROL ALONG
17TH AVENUE SOUTH WILL BE
ALLOWED TO PROVIDE ACCESS
FROM WEST BOUND 17TH
AVENUE SOUTH ONLY TO THE
SITE.  NO EGRESS WILL BE
ALLOWED FROM THE SITE
THROUGH THIS OPENING.
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RESOLUTION AMENDING 

ACCESS CONTROL RESTRICTIONS 

WHEREAS, the plat of Danks Fourth Resubdivision has been approved by the Grand 

Forks Planning and Zoning Commission on January 8th, 2025, and by the Grand Forks City 

Council on January 21st, 2025. 

 

WHEREAS, said plat was recorded as Document No.846235 at the Grand Forks County 

Recorder’s office on February 10th, 2025; 

 

WHEREAS, said plat does depict access control restrictions and designation along the 

north side of 17th Avenue South adjacent to Lot 3, Block 1, Danks Fourth Resubdivision; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Grand Forks deems it appropriate to amend the existing access 

control.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY 

OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The access control line depicted on Lot 3, Block 1, Danks Fourth Resubdivision as 

described above is hereby moved west bound to 218 feet, local road access control 

requirements remaining. 

 

The foregoing Resolution having been adopted by a majority of the Grand Forks City 

Council on the ______ day of __________, 2025. 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Maureen Storstad, Director of Finance and Administrative Services 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 

    ) SS 

COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS ) 

 

 On this ________ day of ______________, 2025, before me, a Notary Public 

within and for said County and State, personally appeared Brandon Bochenski and 



Maureen Storstad, Mayor and Director of Finance and Administrative Services, 

respectively, of the City of Grand Forks, known to me to be the persons named herein 

and who executed the foregoing Resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Notary Public 

 

 The foregoing having been approved by the Grand Forks Planning and Zoning 

Commission on the _____ day of _____________, 2025. 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

      President – Steve Wasvick 

 

 

      _________________________________ 

      Secretary – Meggen Sande 

 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA ) 

    ) SS 

COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS ) 

 

 On this _________ day of ____________, 2025, before me, a Notary Public 

within and for said County and State, personally appeared Steve Wasvick and Meggen 

Sande, the President and Secretary, respectively, of the Grand Forks Planning & Zoning 

Commission, known to me to be the persons named herein and who executed the 

foregoing Resolution. 

 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

      Notary Public 


