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GRAND FORKS BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING
Thursday, January 8", 2026 @ 4:00 p.m.
Hybrid Meeting over Zoom or @ Council Chambers

AGENDA

Board Members: Dr Joel Walz (Chair), Rebecca Osowski (Vice Chair),
Cynthia Pic, Dr. David Bradley, Chris Harsell

Notice is hereby given that the Grand Forks Board of Health will meet at the above date and time. Members of

Grand Forks Board of Health may be attending this meeting electronically or in person.

Members of the public may view the live stream of the meeting which will be held via Zoom (see below
agenda for details). Meeting materials are posted to the city website. If you are attending in person and
would like a packet, please contact Cheyenne Swanson at the below email address by the specified time.
Any member of the public seeking to submit comments relating to an agenda item should submit their
comments to Cheyenne Swanson at cswanson@grandforksgov.com or call 701-787-8100 for further
information. All comments received prior to 3:00 p.m. on January 8th, 2026 will be considered part of the
record of the meeting as if personally presented.

V.

VI.

Call to Order and Roll Call
__Walz _ Osowski _ Bradley _ Pic _ Harsell
Approval of Meeting Minutes from October 9th, 2025

Old Business
None

New Business
GFPH Role in SNAP Gap Community Response — Mandy Burbank
Community Health Needs Assessment - Tess Wall
Director’s Report - Tess Wall
Other New Business

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting: April 9th, 2026

Adjournment

Virtual Meeting Information:
https://lus06web.zoom.us/j/81806214326?pwd=ARTbt3gvC824awa7xlqgVSfmrzzmDHI.1

Passcode: 441489 | Webinar ID: 818 0621 4326


https://www.grandforksgov.com/government/meeting-information/meeting-agendas-minutes
mailto:cswanson@grandforksgov.com
https://www.flipsnack.com/bluezones/2025-altru-health-system-grand-forks-public-health-chna
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81806214326?pwd=ARTbt3qvC824awa7xlqVSfmrzzmDHl.1

BOARD OF HEALTH ISSUE STATEMENTS
January 2026

Topic: 2025 Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA)

Contact: Tess Wall, Director 701-787-8101

Background: In partnership with Altru, CHNAs are completed every three years. The process involves
gathering and analyzing primary and secondary data to assess the health needs of the community.
Guidelines are established per Altru’s regulatory requirements and GFPH’s accreditation measures.
This process guides community conversation and health initiatives in an effort to improve health in our
community.

Health priorities are ranked in the following order and noted on page 5 of the report with further data
and explanation throughout the report:

Housing — housing cost & homelessness

Access to Care —transportation and dental care

Food Environment — food insecurity and access to healthy food
Mental Health — access to mental health care

Health Behavior - alcohol

ukwnN e

Approval will allow GFPH, in partnership with Altru, to start work on the Community Health
Improvement Strategy/Plan (CHIP).

Action: Consideration of approval.
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Director’s Report and Activity Highlights for October-December 2025

Communications: Provided communication support during the response to local food insecurity.

Joined statewide public health communications workgroup to increase unity of messaging and collaboration
among local public health units.

Emergency Preparedness & Response: Supported UND Forensic Pathology with NDHHS state cache assets
(semi-trailer cooler with racking and loading equipment) while coolers were being worked on.

Responded to Altru Health power outage and planned for possible evacuation of the Behavioral Health Center
during a blizzard on December 18th.

Environmental Health: Hosted a joint meeting with Environmental Management department to collaborate and
align best practices for food establishment plan review processes.

Jake Anderson completed the National Association of Counties (NACo) High Performance Leadership
Academy 12-week Program.

2025 by the numbers:

- Addressed 303 mowing complaints in 2025 resulting in 79 mowing orders issued (a new record).

- Responded to over 770 complaints/inquiries involving nuisances, food complaints, vector issues,
environmental inquiries. 15 nuisance prosecution requests were filed with the City Prosecutor.

- Conducted 633 restaurant-related inspections. 82% of non-exempted facilities have met the requirement
for a ServSafe Certified Food Protection Manager Certification (CFPM).

- Completed 24 body art inspections, 20 routine and 4 complaint based.

- Finalized 26 dog bite/rabies investigations.

Nursing and Nutrition & Public Health Professionals: Secured agreements with Northwood Public Schools
(NPS) and Grand Forks Public Schools (GFPS) to support tobacco prevention education and advocacy within
each respective school. GFPH has now partnered with 3 schools on this funding opportunity this grant year.

Tobacco and Alcohol Prevention team secured 4 additional forensic ID scanners for implementation within the
Grand Forks community.

SSP has partnered with Face It Together for a seamless referral to treatment resources when clients indicate
readiness.



Greater Grand Forks Breastfeeding Coalition celebrated the two new lactation spaces at the Alerus Center.
Additionally, an adult-sized changing table was added to increase access and space for those with needs not
accommodated in traditional spaces.

Madison Riopelle, Public Health Nurse, graduated from Greater Grand Forks Chamber Leadership program in
December!

Department-wide: Played key role in the SNAP gap community conversation & response in November &
December.

Numerous staff members attended Blue Zones Certification Celebration in October.

Staffing:
- Welcomed Mackenzie Delisle, Environmental Health Specialist
- Promoted Jake Anderson, Environmental Health Supervisor, to Assistant Director
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