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City of Grand Forks 

Staff Report 
Committee of the Whole April 13, 2026 

City Council – April 20, 2026 

Agenda Item: Plans & Specifications for Project #8795 - 70th Ave N Improvements (Hwy 81 

to ½ mile west of N 55th St.) 

Submitted by: Engineering Department,  Christian Danielson, PE (Assistant City Engineer) 

Staff Recommended Action: Approve Plans & Specifications and Purchase 

Agreements and direct staff to bid project for City 

Project #8795 - 70th Ave N Improvements (Hwy 81 to ½ 

mile west of N 55th St.) 

Committee Recommended Action: 

Council Action: 

BACKGROUND: 

This project is anticipated to reconstruct the existing gravel road into a rural concrete section 

with streetlights and some local storm sewer improvements. The City was awarded 

approximately $3.2mil in funding through the Economic Development Administration (EDA) to 

construct this project. This project was initially brought forward as a supporting project for the 

proposed Epitome Energy development. While that project has not yet begun, this road project is 

being moved forward so that it is in place prior to any development (whether that be Epitome or 

something else in the area). 

As part of this project, the right of way along 70th Ave N must be acquired and the land annexed 

in order to build the road and maintain eligibility with the EDA. The project team (AE2S, Bolton 

& Menk, and City staff) has been cooperatively meeting with the impacted landowners over the 

past several months to reach prudent and reasonable agreements on acquisition limits and price. 

There are four landowners associated with the necessary land for this project with one being the 

City. 

There are two property owners that have negotiated reasonable land prices. He basis of 

negotiation price was based on similar sales and land values in the area. The attached purchase 

agreements describe the land to be sold to the City as right of way and the agreed upon cost. If 

approved by Council, staff will coordinate with the City Attorney’s office to proceed with the 

final acquisition and purchase of the land. 

Motion by Berg, second by Weigel to move staff 
recommendation to City Council with a recommendation 
to approve. Motion carried unanimously. 

Motion by Sande, second by Lunski to approve staff recommendation on consent agenda. 
Motion passed unanimously

slundmark
Maureen
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ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
• The construction cost of this project is estimated at approximately $4,245,800 

The cost share of the proposed project for construction costs will be a 80% EDA 

Funding/20% Local Funding. 

• City costs for the project are expected to be funded from the Street/Infrastructure Fund 

4815 where this project has been budgeted for. If the costs exceed the budgeted amount, 

it is anticipated that a budget amendment will be requested at the time of bid. 

• There are no anticipated special assessments currently associated with this project.  

• Two property owners have agreed to sell land to the City as right of way. 

• The property owner at the northwest corner of 70th Ave N and N 55th St. declined to sell 

any land for the project. Subsequently, the project was able to be designed around the 

lack of right of way in that location. 

• The total price of all land to be purchased for this project is $64,701.45. 

• The project team has ongoing coordination with Grand Forks County, NDDOT, Falconer 

Township, and Rye Township to ensure all parties are informed.  

• The project is expected to be bid in May of 2026. 

• Construction is expected to occur during the 2026 construction season. 

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 

• Mulligan Purchase Agreement (7 pages) 

• Total Transcare Purchase Agreement (7 pages) 

• Right of Way Map (4 page) 
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PARCEL 1-1

That part of the South Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 152
North, Range 51 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Grand Forks County, North
Dakota, described as follows:

Beginning at the southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12;
thence North 02 degrees 32 minutes 19 seconds West on the west line of the
Southeast Quarter of said Section 12 a distance of 60.00 feet; thence North 87
degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds East parallel with, and 60.00 feet north of, the
south line of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12 a distance of 1244.08 feet to
the westerly line described in Doc. No. 702902; thence South 02 degrees 37
minutes 55 seconds East on the westerly line described in Doc. No. 702902 a
distance of 60.00 feet to the south line of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12;
thence South 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds West on the south line of the
Southeast Quarter of said Section 12 a distance of 1244.18 feet to the Point of
Beginning.

Containing: 1.71 acres more or less.
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PARCEL 2-1

That part of the parcels recorded as Doc. No.702902 and Doc. No. 702903 in the
Southeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 152 North, Range 51 West of the Fifth
Principal Meridian, Grand Forks County, North Dakota, described as follows:

Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12;
thence North 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds East on the south line of the
Southeast Quarter of said Section 12 a distance of 1244.18 feet to the westerly line
described in Doc. No. 702902, being the Point of Beginning; thence North 02
degrees 37 minutes 55 seconds West on the westerly line described in Doc. No.
702902 a distance of 60.00 feet; thence North 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds
East parallel with, and 60.00 feet north of, the south line of the Southeast Quarter
of said Section 12 a distance of 700.01 feet to the easterly line described in Doc.
No. 702903; thence South 02 degrees 37 minutes 55 seconds East on the easterly
line described in Doc. No. 702903 a distance of 60.00 feet to the south line of the
Southeast Quarter of said Section 12; thence South 87 degrees 07 minutes 20
seconds West on the south line of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12 a
distance of 700.01 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Containing: 0.96 acres more or less.
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PARCEL 3-1

That part of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 13, Township 152
North, Range 51 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Grand Forks County, North
Dakota, described as follows:

Beginning at the northeast corner of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13;
thence South 02 degrees 31 minutes 59 seconds East on the east line of the
Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 260.00 feet; thence South 87
degrees 28 minutes 01 second West a distance of 33.00 feet; thence North 02
degrees 31 minutes 59 seconds West parallel with, and 33.00 feet west of, the east
line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 226.80 feet; thence
South 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds West parallel with, and 33.00 feet south
of, the north line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 42.00
feet; thence South 02 degrees 31 minutes 59 seconds East parallel with the east
line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 56.10 feet; thence
North 47 degrees 42 minutes 18 seconds West a distance of 41.03 feet; thence
South 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds West parallel with, and 60.00 feet south
of, the north line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 2540.27
feet to the west line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13; thence North 02
degrees 21 minutes 19 seconds West on the west line of the Northeast Quarter of
said Section 13 a distance of 60.00 feet to the northwest corner of the Northeast
Quarter of said Section 13; thence North 87 degrees 07 minutes 20 seconds East
on the north line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 13 a distance of 2644.19
feet to the Point of Beginning.

Containing: 3.78 acres more or less.
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PARCEL 4-1

That part of the South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 7, Township 152
North, Range 50 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Grand Forks County, North
Dakota, described as follows:

Beginning at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 7;
thence North 02 degrees 37 minutes 55 seconds West on the west line of the
Southwest Quarter of said Section 7 a distance of 60.01 feet; thence North 86
degrees 20 minutes 50 seconds East parallel with, and 60.00 feet north of, the
south line of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 7 a distance of 2107.76 feet to
the westerly BNSF Railroad right of way; thence South 33 degrees 10 minutes 09
seconds East on the westerly BNSF Railroad right of way a distance of 68.95 feet
to the south line of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 7; thence South 86
degrees 20 minutes 50 seconds West on the south line of the Southwest Quarter
of said Section 7 a distance of 2142.80 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Containing: 2.93 acres more or less.
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HTRON

PARCEL 5-1

That part of the North Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 18, Township 152
North, Range 50 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Grand Forks County, North
Dakota, described as follows:

Beginning at the northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18;
thence North 86 degrees 20 minutes 50 seconds East on the north line of the
Northwest Quarter of said Section 18 a distance of 2142.80 feet to the westerly
BNSF Railroad right of way; thence South 33 degrees 10 minutes 09 seconds East
on the westerly BNSF Railroad right of way a distance of 103.42 feet; thence North
76 degrees 53 minutes 41 seconds West a distance of 104.05 feet; thence South
86 degrees 20 minutes 50 seconds West parallel with, and 60.00 feet south of, the
north line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18 a distance of 1980.31 feet;
thence South 41 degrees 54 minutes 25 seconds West a distance of 85.65 feet;
thence South 02 degrees 31 minutes 59 seconds East parallel with, and 55.00 feet
east of, the west line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18 a distance of
141.09 feet; thence South 87 degrees 28 minutes 01 second West a distance of
55.00 feet to the west line of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 18; thence
North 02 degrees 31 minutes 59 seconds West on the west line of the Northwest
Quarter of said Section 18 a distance of 260.00 feet to the Point of Beginning.

Containing: 3.30 acres more or less.

I hereby certify that this survey was prepared by me or under my direct
supervision and that I am a duly registered Professional Land Surveyor under
the laws of the State of North Dakota.

Steven E. Swanson, PLS
ND LS-4185

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE

Date:
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