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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

May 4, 2026 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, met in Council Chambers on Monday, May 4, 
2026, at 5:40 p.m., immediately after the Jobs Development Authority (JDA) meeting, with Mayor 
Bochenski presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, 
Vein, and Sande – 7; absent: None. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski reminded all that Spring Clean Up Week is May 11-16, 2026.  Pick up will be from the 
berm on the street maintenance day, to please separate glass into separate piles and that the landfill will also 
have extended hours Monday through Saturday for those that prefer to haul their own items. He also gave 
a shout out to the members at the Grand Forks Senior Citizen Center, that he enjoys connecting with them. 
 
 PROCLAMATIONS  
 
Mayor Bochenski read the following proclamations:  
 
1) Worker’s Memorial Day, April 28, 2026 – Mark Fromke, President of the North Valley Labor Council 

(AFL-CIO) addressed the City Council with comments on the history of this day which recognizes 
workers killed on the job, with 15 in North Dakota last year.  Mayor Bochenski added that there is a 
memorial in Bringewatt Park near the playground recognizing workers.   

2) National Small Business Week, May 3-9, 2026 
3) National Day of Prayer2026, May 7, 2026 
4) Letter Carrier’s Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive Day, May 9, 2026 – Ralph Honda, retired postal carrier 

and coordinator of the event for the last 35 years, provided information on the event history, hunger 
issues in the community, and encouraged all to donate to help those in need in the community.   

 
 APPROVED APPLICATION FOR PROPERTY TAX 
 INCENTIVE FROM CK COMMERCIAL, LLC 
 
City Council considered an application for a property tax incentive in the form of a 5-year 90% payment in 
lieu of taxes (PILOT) from CK Commercial, LLC, dba The Palmer, formerly referred to as Kingsview, 
located at 6150 Kingsview Drive. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing, the following individuals 
provided comments: Mona Leake, Harry Samuelson, Shawn Beauclair, Almaz Tegenu, Darren Johnson, 
and Andrew Krauseneck.  Mayor Bochenski closed the public hearing.   
 
Council Members continued discussion on the application including: 1) if there is a way to approve a PILOT 
and have it only apply to the City portion of the property tax.  City Attorney Gaustad said there is, noting 
that the City of Grand Forks is approximately 25% of the total property tax bill and City Council could 
approve having only that portion be affected by any tax incentive approved; 2) the change in Baker Tilly 
report from 9 to 26 rent restricted units.  City Administrator Feland explained that there are different levels 
of restrictions and initially only the 9 lowest units were listed in the report, however that was detected on 
review and the report was updated to include all units that would be rent restricted which raised the number 
to 26, which is the number that was listed on the application and in documentation submitted by the 
developer to Baker Tilly for analysis; and 3) that there is a need for housing at all price points and types in 
the community, and that while not all prefer tax incentives, developers are not coming forward to develop 
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housing on their own so Grand Forks, along with Bismarck, Fargo, Minot and other communities, have 
been using them to bring needed housing to the communities, with a hope that the need to incentivize 
housing development through this path will change.  It was also noted that the 5-year incentive is similar 
to the exemption of remodeling improvements that can be applied for by existing property owners of 
residential and commercial properties in the community.   
 
Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve the application for the 5-
year 90% PILOT from CK Commercial, LLC.   
 
Discussion continued with a question about being able to restrict the ownership time after the expiration of 
the PILOT.  City Attorney Gaustad explained that a provision could be included and would be a recorded 
document on the property so if there were a sale the restriction would be noted.  He further explained that 
even if the property were sold to someone, including a church or other non-profit, does not always equate 
to it becoming a non-taxable property, as there are other criteria that also needs to be met in Century Code 
to be exempt from taxation.   
 
Council Member Weigel asked for a friendly amendment to the motion requiring that the property 
ownership remain taxable for 5 years after the expiration of the PILOT.  Council Members Sande and 
Lunski accepted the friendly amendment.   
 
Council Member Berg asked whether the developer would be able to proceed with this project if it was only 
the City portion of property tax.  Craig Tweten, on behalf of CK Commercial, LLC, the project would most 
likely not proceed if it did not apply to the full property tax.  He also commented regarding future sales of 
property.  Gaustad explained that there would be a recorded document that would show up for the 5 years 
so there would be notice to any prospective buyer.   
 
Feland explained that this project is a little different than others, in that the developer has worked with the 
State of ND and gotten approval for housing incentive funds to create affordable housing units in the 
community, that after the five years the developer assumes all the risk of the project being viable and has 
to have financing in place for the project to support that.  Having affordable housing in the community is a 
need and should appreciate those that work to find a way to meet that need.  He also referenced other 
programs that the City has that incentivize housing including the new housing 2 year for the builder and 2 
year for the homeowner, and the 5 year remodeling exemption, both of which we utilize to the fullest extent 
allowed by the State.  
 
Upon call for the question, the motion as amended passed 6-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting. 
 
 APPROVE APPLICATION FOR PROPERTY  

TAX INCENTIVE FROM RTVMPS, LLC 
 
City Council considered an application for a property tax incentive in the form of a 5-year 90% payment in 
lieu of tax (PILOT) from RTVMPS, LLC, dba The Domain, located at 1065 47th Ave S.  Mayor Bochenski 
opened the public hearing and the following individuals provided comments:  Kevin Kuntz, Shawn 
Beauclair and Andrew Krauseneck.  Mayor Bochenski closed the public hearing.   
 
(Council Member Osowski left the meeting at 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve the application with the 
additional requirement that the property remain taxable for 5 years following the expiration of the PILOT.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
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 ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING AN 
 INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT 
 NO. 9064, DISTRICT NO. 800 
 
City Council considered Resolutions of Necessity for Project No. 9064, District No. 800, Paving & Street 
Lights for 27th Ave N (N 36th St to N Washington St). City Auditor reported that no protests had been 
received by her office. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing.  There were no comments and the 
public hearing was closed.  Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Vein seconded to adopt a 
resolution determining an insufficiency of protest for the projects.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
The following speakers addressed the City Council: Andrew Krauseneck, Almaz Tegenu, Irene 
Harlbritter and Dennis Denault.  In addition, two electronically received comments were distributed to 
City Council.  

 
ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Berg moved, and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Received and filed the Annual Actuarial Valuation Report for the Defined Benefit Pension Plan; gave 
approval of updating the mortality assumption for the plan as recommended by Deloitte, actuarial firm for 
the City: for Police and firefighters, to the sex-distinct PUB-2016 Safety Employee, Health Retiree, 
Disabled Retiree, and Contingent Survivor tables, projected generationally using mortality improvement 
scale MP-2021 and for All other participants based on the most recent NDPERS experience study for 5-
year period of 2019-2024, which continue to be based on the sex-distinct PUB-2010 Safety tables with 
updates to the scaling factors that the North Dakota specific experience, projected generationally using 
mortality improvement scale MP-2021; and authorized payment of the budgeted employer contribution of 
$3,149,095.00, which is higher than the recommended contribution of $2,432,598.00.   
 
2) Authorized staff to proceed with the 2027 CDBG allocation process, approving the proposed timeline as 
submitted, including any necessary budget transfers.   
 
3) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8796, Shared Use Path on Columbia Rd (Knight Dr to 17th Ave S) 
to low bidder, Tony Anderson Construction, Inc. in the amount of $79,254.00. 
 
4) Adopted a resolution to award the contract for Project No. 9064, District No. 800, Paving 27th Avenue 
North (N Washington St to N 36th St) to low bidder, Strata Corporation in the amount of $2,628,236.64, 
along with approval of any necessary budget amendments.   
 
5) Adopted resolutions awarding the contract for Project Nos. 9079, 9080, 9081 and 9082, District Nos. 
625, 368, 626, and 627, to R. J. Zavoral & Sons, Inc. in the amounts of $512,307.00, $411,076.00, 
$296,746.75, and $448,010.70, for a total bid of $1,668,140.45, contingent on receiving the Developer’s 
up-front financing.   
 
6) Authorized staff to submit the Federal Funding Request through the Safe Streets and Roads for All 
(SS4A) Implementation Grant, with the project to be submitted for the Phoenix Elementary Area Safety 
Improvements.   
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 ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION  
 
The following items were pulled for discussion and independent vote:  
 
1) Considered the appointment of City Engineer, with a recommendation to appoint Christian Danielson, 
to an Employment at Will agreement, subject to final review and approval of the City Attorney.  Council 
Member Vein congratulated Mr. Danielson on his new position, expressed appreciation for his work and 
support for him in his new role with the City, but wanted to note he will be voting against the appointment 
solely for the reason that he believes this should be a civil service position and not a contracted position.  
Motion by Council Member Sande, second by Council Member Fridolfs to approve the agreement.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
2) Considered implementation of a Water Customer Portal which would have allowed residents to use a 
software to track their water usage from their smart water meter directly, which could detect service issues 
such as a leak quicker than waiting until the monthly bill arrives, but would add an additional fee.  The 
implementation of this service would start with an RFP to determine a provider.  City Council discussed if 
this is the right time and service to add with the additional $50,000-70,000 associated fee, noting that there 
are other devices that interested customers could purchase if they wanted to that would provide the same 
information.  Staff reported that there have been calls from constituents both in favor and against 
implementation from customers.  While there is a benefit to earlier notice of a problem to the property 
owner, as well as a decrease in staff time to monitor and notify residents of potential issues with their 
service, it may have other unintended consequences as well.  City Council also discussed if there could be 
other ways of notifying property owners than mail or calls, such as email or text alerts when a problem is 
detected.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Berg seconded not to proceed with this 
project at this time.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
3) Considered a modification to the Franklin on 4th PILOT Development Agreement, which would add the 
developer as a party to the agreement. City Attorney Gaustad explained that when approved on December 
6, 2021, the PILOT Development Agreement listed Northridge Accommodations, LLC and Northridge 
Assets, LLC as the two entities owning the parcel, however it was anticipated that there would be a 
development and project operator created for the project.  Franklin on 4th, LLC was created and property 
ownership was transferred to this entity, which was consistent with terms of the development agreement 
approved.  This action will correct an oversight in the final document and include Franklin on 4th LLC to 
the PILOT Development Agreement.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Sande 
seconded to give approval of the modification.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
4) Considered an amendment to City Code that would change the membership of the Grand Forks Event 
Center Commission from the current community member appointments to be the City Council and Mayor.  
City Administrator Feland provided a brief history of the Commission, which was created when the facility 
was constructed and has provided governance over the facility since.  He also provided a history of the 
management of the facility that was initially with a third-party management company, then city managed 
and most recently back under a third-party management company.  Discussion included the governance at 
other regional facilities, some having a separate commission and some reporting directly to the city 
governing body, along with benefits and detriments to each.  Anna Rosburg, current executive director of 
the facility with Oak View Group, shared information with the City Council on operations and that 
whichever direction the City Council decides to go for governance, the team would be able to perform the 
same as they have been.  It was noted the positive performance that Oak View Group has brought to the 
facility and Ms. Rosburg’s promotion to not only serve Grand Forks, but to provide oversight to other 
regional buildings.  City Attorney Gaustad reviewed the draft ordinance with the City Council, which would 
still require the same level of reporting and information that is currently provided.  Council Member Vein 
shared his insight and research, from being the City Council representative on the Commission, including 
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feedback from past Council Members Kreun and Gershman that have served in the same role.  Feland noted 
that there will be an RFP for management services next year, as the current 10-year agreement is set to 
expire in 2027.  Council Members expressed a desire to have more time to think about the proposed change. 
Council Member Fridolfs moved and Council Member Berg seconded to refer this item to Committee of 
the Whole for further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
    

APPROVE VENDOR LIST AND ENGINEERS ESTIMATES 
 
Vendor list 26-9, dated May 4, 2026, in the amount of $2,226,598.14 was presented.  It was moved by 
Council Member Berg and seconded by Council Member Lunski to approve.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from April 20, 2026, City Council meeting was presented. Council Member Berg moved and 
Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS 
 
Feland recognized the City Assessor Tami Lazur and the Assessing Department for their important work 
throughout the year on valuing properties in the community.  He noted that the annual report was distributed 
on their desks this evening, which shows how important the City is to the County, with the City being 75% 
of the County value, but only making up approximately 25% of the overall tax bill.  He also shared that 
retired Water Distribution Supervisor Dwight Wurzbacher had passed away and shared information on what 
was accomplished during his career with the City.   
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski recognized his mother that was in attendance this evening and experienced her first City 
Council meeting.     

 
ADJOURNMENT  

 
Motion by Council Member Berg and second by Council Member Weigel to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 
p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
  Maureen Storstad  
  City Auditor 
 Approved:    
                                  
             Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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