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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

May 18, 2026 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, met in Council Chambers on Monday, May 18, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m., with Mayor Bochenski presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, 
Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, and Sande – 6; absent: Vein - 1. (Council Member Vein joined the meeting 
at 5:35 p.m.) 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
(Council Member Vein joined the meeting at 5:35 p.m.) 
 
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski commented on the following matters:  thanked streets and sanitation departments for 
their work during spring cleanup week despite the wind an inclement weather; Police Memorial Ceremony 
held last week at which Attorney General Drew Wrigley was speaker and thanked all that attended to 
recognize those that gave their life in service; invited all to attend the reception for the Mayor’s Artist of 
the quarter Greg Vettel tomorrow; there will also be candidate forums hosted in Council Chambers for local 
candidates which will be broadcast; invited all to attend the groundbreaking for the Grand Forks Children’s 
Museum which is scheduled this week; and announced that the County is looking for individuals interested 
in working for the election on June 9 and that they should contact the County for more information.   
 
 REQUESTS FOR AMENDMENT TO STREET AND HIGHWAY  

PLAN AND AMENDMENT TO ZONING MAP WITHDRAWN 
 
City Council was informed that a request to give final approval of an ordinance to amend the Street and 
Highway Plan to dedicate rights-of-way on the plat of Grand Reserve First Addition, located at 1400-
1900 Blocks of 32nd Avenue South and final approval of an ordinance to amend the zoning map to rezone 
from Desoto PUD Amendment No. 2 to Desoto PUD Amendment No. 3, located at 1400-1900 32nd Ave 
S, have both been withdrawn by the developer.   
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4948, AMENDING ZONING  
 MAP FOR CRARY’S SECOND PUD AMENDMENT NO. 7 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the zoning map to rezone and 
exclude from Crary’s Second Planned Unit Development (PUD) Concept Development Plan Amendment 
No. 6, and to include within Crary’s Second PUD (Planned Unit Development_, Concept Development 
Plan Amendment No. 7, all of Crary First Addition, Crary’s Third Resubdivision, Crary’s Fifth 
Resubdivision, Crary’s Sixth Resubdivision, Crary’s Seventh Addition, Crary’s Eighth Resubdivision, 
Crary’s Ninth Addition, Crary’s Eleventh Addition, Crary; Twelfth Addition, Crary’s Thirteenth Addition, 
Prairiewood Second Addition, Prairiewood Third Addition, and Prairiewood Fourth Addition, and TJ’s 
Third Addition, to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota”. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing; 
there were no comments and the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council 
Member Berg seconded to give final approval of Ordinance No. 4849, amending the zoning map as 
requested. Motion passed unanimously.   
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 ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 4949, AMENDING THE STREET 
 AND HIGHWAY PLAN TO DEDICATE R/W ON THE PLAT  
 OF SOUTHERN ESTATES THIRTEENTH ADDITION AND  
 FINAL APPROVAL OF THE PLAT 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the Street and Highway Plan of the 
City of Grand Forks, North Dakota, to include the public rights-of-way shown as dedicated on the plat of 
Southern Estates Thirteenth Addition to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota”. Mayor Bochenski opened 
the public hearing; there were no comments and the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Sande 
moved and Council Member Berg seconded to give final approval or Ordinance No. 4949 and the plat, 
subject to conditions shown on or attached to the review copy.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4950, AMENDING ZONING  
 MAP FOR JR’S PUD AMENDMENT NO. 6 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the zoning map to rezone and 
exclude from JR’s PUD (Planned Unit Development), Concept Development Plan, Amendment No. 5 and 
to include within JR”S PUD (Planned Unit Development), Concept Development Plan, Amendment No. 6, 
all of Southern Estates Eighth Resubdivision, Southern Estates Ninth Resubdivision, Southern Estates 
Tenth Addition, Southern Estates Eleventh Addition, and Southern Estates Thirteenth Addition to the City 
of Grand Forks, North Dakota”. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing; there were no comments and 
the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to 
give final approval of Ordinance No. 4950, amending the zoning map as requested. Motion passed 
unanimously.    
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4951, ANNEXING  
 SOUTHERN ESTATED THIRTEENTH ADDITION 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to annex lands described as follows:  A portion 
of Southern Estates Thirteenth Addition to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota, being a part of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 20, Township 151 North, Range 50 West, Grand Forks County, North 
Dakota”.  Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing; there were no comments and the public hearing was 
closed. Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to give final approval of 
Ordinance No. 4951.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4950, AMENDING ZONING  
 MAP FORSOUTHERN ESTATES PUD AMENDMENT NO. 18 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the zoning map to rezone and 
exclude from Southern Estates PUD (Planned Unit Development), Concept Development Plan, 
Amendment No. 17 and to include within the Southern Estates PUD (Planned Unit Development), Concept 
Development Plan, Amendment No. 18, all of Columbia Park 24th and 26th Additions, Columbia Park 29th 
and 33rd Resubdivisions, all of Southern Estates First, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Twelfth 
Additions, all of Edgewood Village First and Second Resubdivision to the City of Grand Forks, North 
Dakota”. Ryan Brooks, City Planner, provided information to City Council on changes that have been made 
to the proposed project layout since the preliminary approval, which included eliminating one row of 
townhomes to provide more separation from the single-family homes and an increase to four stories in the 
mixed use building, with the full development having up to 70 units, with residential on the main level in 
the row homes only, and main floor commercial with 3 levels of apartments in the mixed use building.   
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Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing, and Linda Abar addressed the City Council with comments. 
An electronically submitted comment from Jason Evans was also distributed to City Council.  The public 
hearing was closed.   
 
Council Members discussed the proposed development including what is currently allowed without the 
amendment to the zoning map, with modification only needed because of the first floor residential requested 
for the row homes.  Traffic projections and parking requirements were also discussed and meet code 
requirements with the proposed development plan.  Comparison of this proposed layout to the Ivy at Soco 
to the north were reviewed, noting that there is a greater setback from the single family with this project 
than the one to the north.  Density was also discussed and noted that the proposed is less than what would 
be allowed under the current zoning.   
 
Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Osowski seconded to give final approval of Ordinance 
No. 4952, amending the zoning map utilizing Option C. Motion passed unanimously.    
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4953, AMENDING ZONING  
 MAP FOR KNUTSON PRINTING PUD 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the zoning map to rezone and 
exclude from R-2 One- and two-family residence district and to include within Knutson Printing PUD 
(Planned Unit Development), Concept Development Plan, Lots 11 and 12, Block 4, Budget & Eshelman’s 
Third Addition to the City of Grand Forks, North Dakota”. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing.  
Dennis Denault provided comments to the City Council on the proposed rezoning.  The public hearing was 
closed.  Council Member Osowski commented that she was disappointed that the Planning & Zoning 
Commission took out the prohibition on rental housing with their approval, especially since the property 
owner was not opposed to the residential rental prohibition. She noted that the provision would have 
allowed for owner occupied residential as well as commercial use and that if the property were ever sold, 
the owner could request a change to allow for rental uses.   
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski, second by Council Member Sande to give final approval of 
Ordinance No. 4953, with the inclusion of the prohibition of residential rentals.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4954, AMENDING THE LAND  
 DEVELOPMENT CODE RELATING TO F-1 (FLOODWAY) 
 AND F-2 (FLOODPLAIN) DISTRICTS 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to amend the text of the Land Development 
Code, Chapter XVIII of the Grand forks City Code of 1987, as amended, amending Section 18-0220 F-1 
(Floodway) and F-2 (Floodplain) Districts”.  Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing; there were no 
comments and the public hearing was closed.  Council Member Berg moved and Council Member Fridolfs 
seconded to give final approval of Ordinance No. 4954, amending the Land Development Code to remove 
the section pertaining to Floodway and Floodplain which were previously moved to Section 19 of the City 
Code. Motion passed unanimously.    
 
 ADOPT RESOLUTION DETERMINING AN 
 INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST FOR PROJECT 
 NO. 9050, DISTRICT NO. 797 
 
City Council considered Resolutions of Necessity for Project No. 9050, District No. 797, Reconstruct 5th 
Ave S )Demers Ave to S Washington St). City Auditor reported that no protests had been received by her 
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office. Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing.  There were no comments and the public hearing was 
closed.  Council Member Weigel moved and Council Member Vein seconded to adopt a resolution 
determining an insufficiency of protest for the projects.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
The following speakers addressed the City Council: Phil Kraemer and Dennis Denault.  In addition, an 
electronically submitted comment from Shawn Beauclair was distributed to City Council.  

 
ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Berg moved, and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Set July 6, 2026 as the public hearing date for a proposed amendment to CDBG 2020-2024 Consolidated 
Plan and Annual Action Plan.   
 
2) Approved a mortgage and assignment of rents subordination request for 116 S 3rd St relating to CDBG 
flood era disaster recovery assistance loan to Rhombus House of Pizza, LLC, subject to final review and 
approval of the city attorney.  This action is necessary because the loan has been refinanced by a new lender, 
Choice Bank.  
 
3) Concurred in the award of the contract with Ti-Zack Concrete, LLC in the amount of $2,758,599.99 for 
Project No. 8730, Point Bridge Rehab. This is a joint project with East Grand Forks, with the City’s 
estimated share of approximately $447,780. 
 
4) Adopted resolutions awarding the contract for Project Nos. 9050 and 9101, District Nos. 797 and 631, 
Reconstruct Ave S & Storm Sewer (Demers Ave to Washington St) to low bidder, Opp Construction in the 
amount of $87,883.75.  
 
5) Awarded the contract for Project No. 9052.01, Southern Drainway Expansion, and Project No. 9052.02, 
Southern Estates 9th Pond Outfall Lowering, to low bidder, Gowan Construction, in the amount of 
$775,649.84.  
 
6) Approved a time extension request and associated amendments for Proj. No. 8569, Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) Phase II, for Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR), PKD, to final completion 
date of June 3, 2027; authorized amendments 2 for Instrument & Control Services and 3 for engineering 
construction services with review and approval by the city attorney and authorized any necessary budget 
amendments.   
 
7) Gave final approval of the replat of Lots 35 and 36., Block 1, Kings View Eighth Resubdivision, located 
at 6039 and 6043 South 14th Street, subject to the conditions shown on or attached to the review copy.  
 
8) Gave final approval of the replat of Lot 1, Block 1, Grand Valley First Addition, located at 1707 62nd 
Ave S, subject to conditions shown on or attached to the review copy.  
 
9) Gave final approval to the replat of Lot 2, Block 11, Traill’s Addition, located at 514 3rd Avenue South, 
subject to the conditions shown on or attached to the review copy.  
 
10) Gave final approval of the replat of Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 1, Columbia Park 32nd Addition, located at 
3810, 3900 and 3950 29th Avenue South, subject to the conditions shown on or attached to the review copy.  
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11) Gave preliminary approval of a request to vacate a portion of North 21st Street, located at 2023 Dyke 
Avenue.   
 
12) Adopted a Resolution of Governing Body relating to Project No. 8577, District No. 363, Highway 81 
and Associated Area Watermain Expansion Phase III, authorizing submission of State Revolving Fund 
program applications to assist with financing of the project.   
 
 ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION  
 
The following items were pulled for discussion and independent vote:  
 
1) Considered an ordinance for an amendment to Section 18-0302 related to Off-Street Parking and 
Loading. Andrea Edwardson, Deputy City Planner, explained that staff has reviewed the current city code 
relating to off-street parking which has not been updated for 20 years and has been cited by some as being 
outdated and more restrictive, as compared to other peer cities, which leads to increased cost for 
developments.  The proposed ordinance will adjust parking requirements to right-size them to current 
national standards.  She provided detailed information and examples for various properties that were 
surveyed in the community.  Council Members discussed the information and also expressed concerns about 
certain areas of town with parking issues due to conversion of single-family homes to rentals and issues 
that are ongoing relating to off-street parking.  Edwardson stated that there is no proposed changes at this 
time in the single-family parking, just commercial.  Part of the proposed change would allow staff to 
administratively further adjust parking requirements in developments by up to 30%, only when certain 
criteria are met, rather than requiring a formal variance process.  Some Council Members expressed concern 
with that level of administrative adjustment.  It was explained that developer pays any fees associated with 
alternative parking requirement requests.  Alternatives to requirements were discussed such as bike racks 
and land banking, that provides for green space that could later be turned into parking if the initial 
development did not provide enough parking for residents.   
 
Council Member Weigel moved to give preliminary approval of the ordinance with an adjustment to 
administrative authority to no more than 10% additional decrease.  Council Member Berg seconded.  
Motion passed 6-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting.   
 
2) Considered preliminary approval of an ordinance for annexation of 70th Avenue North, located at 4800-
6200 70th Avenue North.  The purpose of this annexation is to enable road projects to serve future industrial 
development on nearby parcels.  The city will be responsible for upgrading and maintaining this road, as 
well as mowing, ditching and drainage issues.  As with previous road and r/w acquisitions, the city does 
not plan to extend their extraterritorial reach to extend out from this annexed area.  There is a one-time 
opportunity to access an EDA Grant to assist with funding for improvements in this area.  Roadway 
improvements are typically special assessed with the current 80/20 split.  With the City taking over 
responsibility for maintaining this road and r/w section, it will take that burden off the county and township. 
Council Member Osowski moved and Council Member Berg seconded to introduce the ordinance and give 
preliminary approval of the ordinance.  Motion passed unanimously.   
    
 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:  Investment Portfolio Management 
Summary as of April 30, 2026, and Statement of Cash Balances for the periods ending December 31, 2025; 
January 31, February 28 and March 31, 2026.  
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APPROVE VENDOR LIST AND ENGINEERS ESTIMATES 
 
Vendor list 26-10, dated May 18, 2026, in the amount of $2,028,100.56 was presented.  It was moved by 
Council Member Berg and seconded by Council Member Lunski to approve.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from May 4, 2026, City Council meeting was presented. Council Member Berg moved and Council 
Member Weigel seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Members expressed thanks to various departments for their work on timely minutes, planning and 
zoning issues including conversations between developers and neighboring property owners and public 
works staff on their extra efforts during clean up week. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Berg to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 
p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
  Maureen Storstad  
  City Auditor 
 Approved:    
                                  
             Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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