Staff Report

Planning & Zoning Commission - June 3, 2026

RAND
FORKS City Council - July 6, 2026
.

m City of Grand Forks
G

Item 3-2 (Public Hearing) - Sign Appeal Request

Title: UND Bell Bank Track Sign Appeal

Location: 2623 Red Jarrett Way

Legal Description:

Applicant: University of North Dakota Owner: University of North Dakota

Prepared By: Andrea Edwardson, Submitted By: Ryan Brooks, City Planner
Planning Manager

Purpose: Approve appeal to permit sign on back of scoreboard.

Staff Recommendation

Recommending final approval of sign appeal located at 2623 Red Jarrett Way for University
of North Dakota score board as submitted.

Application Status

June 3, 2026 - (Public Hearing) Planning and Zoning Commission Recommended Action:

June 15, 2026 - City Council Action:

Existing Proposed
Land Use: Track & Field Land Use: No change proposed
Zoning: UD - University District Zoning: No change proposed
Uses Permitted: Uses Permitted: No change proposed
Context

Adjacent Zoning Districts:

Adjacent Streets:

Adjacent Bike/Ped Facilities:

Adjacent CAT Routes:

Consistency with 2050 Land Use Plan

e Sign regulations are not specifically mentioned in the 2050 Land Use Plan.
e The current land use is consistent with the plan

Background and Discussion




Sign Dimensions (width x length): 32'w x 16'H
Sign Sqft: 512sqft
Sign Height from ground elevation: 12' off ground, 28’ total height.

Bell Bank Track is the name of UND track so on-premise regulations are applied. Request is
not considered an off-site sport sponsor sign. Sign is similar in nature to Oxford Park
(baseball diamonds on 17th Ave S) and Scheels Park (soccer and baseball fields at 20th St &
47th Ave S), or Altru Sports & Aquatics Center on S 42" St.

This sign will be more similar to a wall sign as it will be attached to the scoreboard. These will
not work for all scoreboards throughout town but this situation is a bit different due to it's
proximity and location not facing residential housing.

The proposed sign location sits roughly 240ft back from Columbia Road overpass, and is only
visible to north-bound traffic on the decline down from the peak of the bridge. Given the
setback distance the size and height seem appropriate to staff.

The scoreboard and the naming rights of the field have been supplied by Bell Bank and to
recognize that donation, UND is looking for approval of the sign appeal to allow a lighted Bell
Bank sign to be on the back side of the scoreboard, facing Columbia Road overpass. The
scoreboard is located in the South-west corner where it will be the most visible to spectators
during evening/sunset times. The area is also heavily restricted with underground utilities
making it challenging or not possible to move and still be out of sun glare.

The proposal of a sign for this facility also is deemed appropriate by staff as there isn't a true
dedicated building for the track where wall signage would normally be found, it is its own
facility separate from adjacent neighboring facilities, Fritz Pollard Center and Hyslop at
Memorial Village.

Sign Appeal is to permit a the sign, 28" in height, 512sqft (32'x16) in size, minimum 12' above
ground. Given property/track location and surrounding elements including distance from
overpass, surrounding buildings, the sign's location and size seem appropriate, staff is
recommending approval.

Notices

Grand Forks Herald Public Hearing Notice Published: May 20th

Letters Sent to Neighboring Property Owners (250 feet): May 20th

Comments Received: None at time of posting.

Findings of Fact

e 18-0301 (11) Establishes UND sign overlay district which includes the entire UD District as
well as the Ralph Englestad Arena and the Med School.
e Pylon signs are not permitted in Overlay District, an appeal has been requested to grant




the installation and permittance of the sign.

Attachments

Sign rendering

Sign location map

18-0301 (11) UND Sign Overlay District
UND Sign Overlay - Chapter 18 Appendix G



https://library.municode.com/nd/grand_forks/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=GRFOCO1987_CHXVIIILADECO_ART3RURE_18-0301SI
https://library.municode.com/nd/grand_forks/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=GRFOCO1987_CHXVIIILADECO_APG
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