
Written statement from Louis Miller

Would the members of the city council consider commuting on the city 
bus a few times a month, to show support for public transit and to 
understand the needs of the poor, the homeless, the disabled and the 
elderly?

Mr. Miller is fine with being contacted, individually, by a member of the 
city council, but would kindly ask the members to refrain from 
ridiculing him or talking to him, in a conference call or conference email, 
especially on an impromptu basis. Meaning, as a surprise.
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Comments:
Hello Council Members -

I am writing in regards to Agenda Item 3.7 - Beacon Development Project. It looks like you are voting on 5
year 100% PILOTs for The Spirit and 1923 buildings. Both of these have been completed and occupied for
roughly two years now. While the overall concept may seem incomplete as the original plan included a
third building and completed plaza, there is nothing incomplete about the current buildings as they stand
today. The AG opinion Mr. Gaustad references discusses giving a PILOT after a project commences, but
mentions nothing about completed projects. Because they are completed, approving these two 5 year
100% PILOTs is literally giving away tax dollars. Buildings are completed, residential units are occupied,
commercial space is available for rent which means the city is able to collect property tax NOW yet you are
voting to pass on tax revenue for 5 years. And the kicker is that not only do you get to make that decision
for the city, but you also get to tell the county, the school district and the park district they must also wait on
collecting their revenues for 5 years.

And, if you haven't considered it yet, please take a moment to think about what kind of precedent this
would set for literally ANY rental property in town. Will you say yes to any rental property owner coming
before council asking for a 5 year 100% tax break in these tough times? Looking forward to hearing yet
again how big developers are the exception.




