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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA 

June 1, 2026 
 
The city council of the city of Grand Forks, North Dakota, met in Council Chambers on Monday, June 1, 
2026, at 5:30 p.m., with Mayor Bochenski presiding.  Present at roll call were Council Members Weigel, 
Osowski, Berg, Lunski, Fridolfs, Sande and Vein – 7; absent: None 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor and City Council.   
 
 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Bochenski commented on the following matters:  reception was held for this quarter’s Mayor’s 
Choice Artist Greg Vettel; pothole season and Public Works is working to get issues addressed and Town 
Square Farmers Market kicks off their season June 13.  
 
 PROCLAMATION – GRAND FORKS POSTAL WORKERS 
 
Mayor Bochenski read a proclamation recognizing the service of the Grand Forks Postal Workers.  
Representatives of the postal workers were present and shared comments regarding the postal service and 
gave statistics on the amount of mail processed.    
 
 ADOPTED ORDINANCE NO. 4955, RELATING TO  
 ANNEXATION OF 70TH AVENUE NORTH R/W 
 
City Council considered an ordinance entitled “An ordinance to annex lands described as follows:  A portion 
of 7-th Avenue North Right-of-Way, being a part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 152 
North, Range 51 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Section 7, Township 152 North, Range 50 West of the 
Principal Meridian, and Section 18, Township 152 North, Range 50 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, in 
Grand Forks County, North Dakota”.  Christian Danielson, City Engineer, provided information about the 
project, which will annex right-of-way along 70th Avenue North, which gives the City the responsibility for 
construction and maintenance of the road.  A map of the area was displayed showing that most of the area, 
noting one farmstead that does not want to be part of the project.  There is sufficient area for the road 
improvement so the project will proceed without affecting right-of-way along the farmstead property.  
Criteria for annexation was discussed, noting that this is right-of-way only not parcels of property and is an 
economic development area with existing and proposed industrial uses including the landfill. Lighting at 
the intersection near the farmstead will be night lighting shining down on the roadway to mitigate the impact 
on the surrounding property, but provide safety for the intersection.   
 
Mayor Bochenski opened the public hearing.  Melissa Fowler provided comments to the City Council.  
There were no other comments and the public hearing was closed.   
 
City Council received information on the project funding, which is a partnership with Grand Forks County 
on an EDA Loan that is a one-time funding opportunity.  The improvements for the road will increase safety 
and also shift the maintenance burden from the County and Township.  Expected development in this area 
is commercial and industrial due to access to rail and interstate highways.  The roadway will be vital 
infrastructure as the other properties development and utilizing the grant opportunity that is available is 
good preparation for future development.   
 
Council Member Sande moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to give final approval and adoption 
of Ordinance No. 4955.  Motion passed 6-1 with Osowski dissenting. 
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CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
The following speakers addressed the City Council: Jodi Carlson, Andrew Krauseneck and Dennis 
Denault.   

 
ACTION ITEMS CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Council Member Fridolfs moved, and Council Member Lunski seconded to approve the following items on 
consent agenda, with the motion passing unanimously.  

 
1) Adopted resolutions amending and restating the $1,160,000 Refunding Improvement Bonds, Series 
2025C (SRF) and $9,200,000 Refunding Improvement Bonds, Series 2025D (SRF) to include Project No. 
8707, Paving and Street Lights for Korynta-Lemm 6th Resubdivision, into the loans for the subdivision.  It 
was not initially included, as the project was not far enough along in the development at the time the loans 
were initially approved.   
 
2) Concurred with the appointments of members of the Pension and Insurance Committee elected by the 
Employee Representatives Group.  Kevin Reilly was appointed to fill the remainder of a vacated term 
expiring June 30, 2028 and previously held by Mike Vatnsdal.  Darren Schimke was reappointed to a new 
three year term expiring June 30, 2029.   
 
3) Approved an amendment to the project scope for Project No. 8984, Police Department Renovation – 
Phase 1, for Diversified Contractors (General Contractor) in the amount of $68,563.57, Ideal Power 
Solutions (Electrical Contractor) in the amount of $3,200.00, and Building Systems of ND (Abatement 
Contractor) in the amount of $19,600.00 for a total of $91,363.57. 
 
4) Award the contract for Project No. 9057.01, Paving 17th Ave S (S 42nd St to Altru Sports Complex), to 
low bidder Opp Construction, LLC in the amount of $1,432,141.85. 
 
5) Awarded the contract for Project No. 8850.01, 47th Ave South Paving & Street Lights (S Columbia Rd 
– South 34th St), to low bidder Opp Construction, LLC in the amount of $5,940,271.45. 
 
6) Approved a Development Agreement and Plans and Specifications for Project No. 9118, Sanitary Sewer, 
Watermain and Storm Sewer for Southern Estates 13th Addition. 
 
 ACTION ITEMS PULLED FOR DISCUSSION  
 
The following items were pulled for discussion and independent vote:  
 
1) Considered appointments for vacancies on the Events Center Commission. Proposed appointments were 
Ryan Graf, Landon Bahl and Tricia Berg.  Discussion was held regarding makeup of the commission, that 
it specifies one City Council Member and if adding a second individual that is a Council Member, even if 
they were designated as a public-at-large member might give undue weight within the commission.  Motion 
by Council Member Lunski, second by Council Member Osowski to approve the appointment of Landon 
Bahl, which passed unanimously.  Motion by Council Member Vein and Council Member Sande seconded 
to appoint Ryan Graf, which passed 6-1 with Council Member dissenting.  Motion by Council Member 
Fridolfs, second by Council Member Weigel to approve the appointment of Tricia Berg, which failed 3-4, 
with Weigel, Osowski, Lunski and Vein dissenting.  A public solicitation will be done for a third member.   
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2) Considered Altru Sports Complex (ASC) Project Phase I and II Updates and ASC Phase II Approvals.  
Council Member Lunski moved and Council Member Fridolfs seconded to approve the staff recommended 
actions 1-4:  1) Receive the informational update on ASC Project Phase I construction (Aquatics, turf, 
Pickleball & Off-site Infrastructure) and ASC Project Phase II design development and construction 
estimating (Four Hard Courts and Athletic Performance); 2) Approve the ASC Guaranteed Maximum Prive 
(GPA) #3 (four courts and athletic performance – building foundations, structure, and enclosure) in the 
amount of $9,664,534.00, design development estimate for bid package #4 in the amount of $12,497,579.00 
and total estimated Phase II cost of $22,162,113 with McGough and Construction Engineers; 3) Approve 
proceeding to ASC Phase II GMP #4 Construction Development Phase (producing drawings for building) 
and Bidding (selecting contractors); and 4) Approve basic service fee for ASC Phase II construction 
services in the amount of $45,200.00 and Phase II Audio/Visual Engineering in the amount of $30,000 with 
JLG.  Motion passed 6-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting. 
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Weigel to approve staff 
recommended action 5 and 6:  5) Approve the ASC City of Grand Forks/Grand Forks Park District 
Operations/Maintenance Agreement, which addresses management and operation of both Phase I and Phase 
II components and 6)All subject to City Attorney review and approval.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
3) Considered the Beacon Development Project.  Council Member Lunski declared a conflict as she and 
her husband are investors in the project.  Motion by Council Member Weigel, second by Council Member 
Osowski to recognize the conflict and allow Lunski to vote.  Motion failed unanimously.  
 
Council Members discussed the changes on this project that was initially three buildings, with two currently 
partially complete. The original incentive was for a Tax Increment Financing bond, which would be used 
along with other funds to construct the public plaza. The project is now under new ownership due to the 
bankruptcy of original developer.  The new development team will be making changes to the existing 
commercial space in the 2 buildings, so that second floor previously planned commercial space will be 
converted to residential units, and will begin construction of the third planned building.  An update on the 
public plaza space was provided and that after financial review the recommendation is to not proceed with 
the public plaza with any city participation and to terminate the initial development agreement with original 
owner.  Funds paid in taxes and currently being held at the county will be paid out to the taxing entities 
based on their allocation of taxes paid.  The new developer is requesting a 5 year / 100% PILOT for 
buildings one and two (1923 and Spirit), and  an 8 year/100% Renaissance Zone incentive for the third 
building.  A request to set a public hearing on the tax incentive for the July 6, 2026 City Council meeting.  
Brief discussion occurred relating to the funding and need for incentive for the project.  It was noted that 
as compared to similar development projects, this one in infill development which will not need additional 
infrastructure constructed by the City so is more cost effective for the City and redevelops a blighted area 
in the heart of the community which will pay significantly more tax revenue than the lot if the development 
was not being constructed.   
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Weigel to approve staff 
recommended actions 1, 3 and 4:  1) Terminate EPIC Companies Development Agreement to include 25 
year Tax Increment Financing (TIF) revenue bond financing and public plaza and return the TIF revenue 
bond property tax proceeds to the respective local taxing entities; 3) To not proceed with the Beacon Public 
Plaza with any City of Grand Forks (City) ownership and capital and operation and maintenance costs; and 
4) all actions are subject to final review and approval of the City Attorney.  Motion passed 6 votes 
affirmative with Council Member Lunski recused.  Motion by Council Member Fridolfs and second by 
Berg to approve staff recommended action 2) Giving preliminary approval of a five year/100% payment in 
lieu of taxes (PILOT) for the first two Beacon Buildings (1923 and Spirit) and an eight year/100% 
Renaissance Zone incentive for the third Beacon building and set the City Council Public Hearing for 
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Monday, July 6, 2026.  Motion passed 5-1 with Council Member Osowski dissenting and Council Member 
Lunski recused.   
 
    INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
The following items were presented for City Council’s information:  Statement of Cash Balances for the 
period ending April 30, 2026.  
 
 

APPROVE VENDOR LIST AND ENGINEERS ESTIMATES 
 
Vendor list 26-11, dated June 1, 2026, in the amount of $1,835,986.31 and Engineers Estimates dated May 
31, 2026 in the amount of $2,559,959.58 were presented.  It was moved by Council Member Lunski and 
seconded by Council Member Fridolfs to approve.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 APPROVE MINUTES 
 
Minutes from May 18, 2026, City Council meeting was presented. Council Member Weigel moved and 
Council Member Lunski seconded to approve.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 CITY ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS 
 
Feland provided information on items that will be on the agenda for upcoming meetings including the Deep 
Dive Well and Naming Rights Agreements for the Altru Sports Complex (COW June 8, 2026) and Updates 
for both Epitome Energy and Northern Plains Nitrogen Projects. He also shared information regarding 
travel by Council Members, that his office does help facilitate travel for Council Members attending various 
meetings on behalf of the City, including when there are invitations to attend presidential inauguration 
related events.  He also commented on the benefit to the City of attendance and interaction with the 
Congressional Delegation and other governmental officials as part of those trips.  The most recent 
attendance of Council Member Fridolfs was similar to prior attendance by past city officials and council 
members.  In regards to concerns on demolition of Knutson Printing fire damaged property, a demolition 
permit has been issued by the City and an asbestos abatement permit has been issued by the State.  Progress 
is ongoing on remediation and demolition, which will prepare the site for redevelopment.  
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Council Members Osowski stated that she appreciated answers that were provided on questions that came 
up from citizen comments earlier in the meeting.  She also asked for information on the landfill bailer status.  
Feland explained that during COVID the bailer had failed and we stopped bailing.  State has approved a 
change in our permit to use alternative methods than baling so we are in compliance with our current 
operation under out permit.  Public Works has put a plan in place for addressing issues with blowing paper 
and keeping that under control. Osowski also commented that in reviewing travel by City Council and 
Mayor in previous years and administrations, there is less travel since Mayor Bochenski took office than 
with prior administration.   
 
Council Member Lunski reminded all that early voting starts June 2 and runs through June 6 at the Alerus 
Center, with election day on June 9.   
 
Council Member Fridolfs addressed comments made earlier in the meeting regarding his travel to the 
inaugural event and questioning his ethics, which is the first time in 25 years of professional work this has 
been challenged.  That there was an invitation to the event and he was in Washington from Saturday to 
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Monday for the event to represent the City.  He offered an invitation to the individual questioning the event 
to meet with him and discuss.   
 
Council Member Vein commented on his service as part of the selection committee on the Alerus 
Scoreboard consultant selection, that 3 firms were interviewed and will be coming to the Events Center 
Commission and City Council for award of contract. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion by Council Member Osowski and second by Council Member Lunski to adjourn the meeting at 
7:05 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
        Respectfully submitted, 
   
 
 

  Maureen Storstad, City Auditor 
 Approved:    
              
 

Brandon Bochenski, Mayor 
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