
From: Sandra Kerr <> 
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2026 8:49 AM 
To: Sande, Dana <DSande@grandforksgov.com> 
Subject: Waste collection site in South Grand Forks  
  
As a member of First Presbyterian Church on 5555 S. Washington St. I am very much 
opposed to this site being chosen.  It is very close to the church!  Please look for another 
site and vote against this site.  Odor and health hazards being one of the main 
objections.    Thank you for your service and considering my objections. 
 
 
     
                                                                                        
Sandra Kerr 
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From: Evan Andrist <evdrist@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2026 12:28 PM 
To: Weigel, Daniel <DWeigel@grandforksgov.com>; Osowski, Rebecca 
<ROsowski@grandforksgov.com>; Berg, Tricia <TBerg@grandforksgov.com>; Lunski, Tricia 
<TLunski@grandforksgov.com>; Fridolfs, Mike <MFridolfs@grandforksgov.com>; Sande, Dana 
<DSande@grandforksgov.com>; Vein, Ken <KVein@grandforksgov.com>; Bochenski, Brandon 
<BBochenski@grandforksgov.com>; Feland, Todd <TFeland@grandforksgov.com> 
Cc: First Presbyterian <firstpres@firstpresgf.org> 
Subject: Proposed Municipal Yard Waste Facility Comments 
 
To the members of the Grand Forks City Council, 

I am writing on behalf of First Presbyterian Church, located at 5555 South Washington 
Street, immediately north of the proposed municipal yard waste facility. I will also be at 
tonight’s City Council meeting to provide an abridged version of this email. 

While our congregation is not fundamentally opposed to the selection of this location, we 
have significant concerns regarding the facility’s potential impact on neighboring 
properties, public use of our grounds, and the long-term maintenance burden placed upon 
our volunteer staff. We respectfully request that these concerns be addressed through 
documented engineering controls, operational standards, and enforceable conditions of 
approval before final authorization of the project. 

Our church property serves a role that extends well beyond our congregation. The grounds 
are heavily utilized by neighborhood residents, families using our playground, walkers, and 
community members seeking access to open green space. In many respects, our property 
functions as a community park. We actively encourage this use and are currently planning 
substantial investments to further improve and beautify these grounds for the benefit of 
the surrounding neighborhood. 

At the same time, our property is maintained entirely by volunteers. Earlier this month, the 
City informed us that we will now be responsible for maintaining an additional 25,000 
square feet of setback area along Washington Street. Given this increased maintenance 
obligation, we request clarification regarding how impacts from the proposed facility will 
be prevented from extending onto neighboring properties. 

1. Odor Mitigation and Air Quality 

Because prevailing winds frequently travel from south to north, our property is positioned 
directly downwind of the proposed facility. Persistent odors associated with decomposing 
organic materials will negatively affect worship services, community gatherings, outdoor 
recreation, and the overall experience of visitors using our grounds. Additionally, several 
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members and visitors have respiratory sensitivities, allergies, or other conditions that may 
be aggravated by airborne particulates or strong odors. 

We respectfully request: 

• A description of the odor-control systems and operational practices that will be required 
at the facility. 

• Identification of the engineering standards, monitoring procedures, and performance 
metrics that will be used to ensure odors do not migrate beyond the property boundary. 

• Information regarding how complaints will be investigated and how corrective actions 
will be implemented if odor impacts occur. 

2. Weed, Vector and Pest Control 

Large-scale accumulation of yard waste has the potential to attract rodents, insects, and 
other nuisance pests if not properly managed. Yard waste could contain weeds or weed 
seeds that could render our green space unusable. Standing water, stormwater retention 
issues, or improperly handled organic materials could create conditions that affect 
surrounding properties and public spaces. 

We respectfully request: 

• The facility’s formal Weed and Vector Control Plan. 

• A description of stormwater, leachate, and drainage management systems. 

• Information regarding operational standards, inspection schedules, and enforcement 
mechanisms that will be used to minimize above activity and protect public health. 

3. Windblown Debris and Dust Suppression 

Our volunteer maintenance team cannot absorb the additional burden of collecting debris, 
plastic bags, mulch, grass clippings, or other materials that may migrate from the facility 
onto church property. Likewise, dust generated during dry conditions could diminish the 
usability of our outdoor gathering spaces. 

We respectfully request: 

• Detailed plans for perimeter litter control. 

• Information regarding fencing, windbreaks, vegetative buffers, and other protective 
measures proposed along the northern property boundary adjacent to the church. 



• A description of dust-control practices, including operational procedures during high-
wind conditions. 

Request for Procedural Safeguards and Accountability 

We welcome the facility as a neighbor if it is designed, operated, and monitored in a 
manner that protects surrounding community assets. To promote transparency and long-
term accountability, we request consideration of a formal Good Neighbor Agreement or 
equivalent mitigation process prior to final approval. 

Specifically, we request clarification regarding: 

• The designated point of contact responsible for responding to odor, debris, dust, 
drainage, or nuisance complaints. 

• The complaint-response timeline and escalation process. 

• Any independent monitoring, reporting, or recordkeeping procedures that will be used to 
evaluate impacts on neighboring properties. 

• The enforcement mechanisms available if facility operations create a public nuisance or 
fail to comply with approved conditions. 

Finally, we respectfully request that the City’s responses to these questions be entered 
into the public record and that any mitigation commitments be incorporated into the 
project’s conditions of approval. 

Thank you for your time, your consideration of our volunteer-led ministry, and your 
commitment to protecting the quality of life and community resources that serve this 
neighborhood. We look forward to reviewing the engineering specifications and receiving a 
formal response. 

Sincerely, 

Evan Andrist 

Buildings and Grounds Elder 

First Presbyterian Church 
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